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BerctBo Main u3 poaHoro ropona

Crapyo nuesy, KOTopas IOMOIJIa MaJIlOTKe Maite nmpoOyauThcs K
XHW3HM M BBINOJ3TH U3 ee sueiku, 3Baau Kaccangpoit. Ona
M0JIb30BAaJIaCh B YJibe OOJIBIIMM YBaXXEHHEM.

B To BpeMs mnueJMHBI pOJ IEpeXWBaJ TPEBOXHBIE AHHU. Cpeau
MueJ1 BCIBIXHYJI MATEX, KOTOPBIM LlapHulie HE YAAJOCh MOJAaBUTh.

IToka onbiTHags  Kaccanapa  mpoTtupasna  gCHble  IVIa3KH
HOBOPOXJEHHOM U pacripaBjsja €€ HeXHble KpPbUIBILIKHK, yJeH He
repecTaBasl 'PO3HO IyJeTh M XYXXaTh, U Kpolike Maiie nmokasasoch
B HEM CJMIIKOM XapKo, O YeM OHa HeMeIJIEeHHO 3asiBWjia CBOeH
BOCITUTATEJIbHUIIE.

Kaccangpa 03a00ueHHO OIVISHYJIach, HO HMUero He orsetwia. OHa
JUIIb YAMBWIACh, YTO AMTS HauyaJo TaK paHO cooOpaxaTb, MO0 B
yJbe OBLIO JEHCTBUTEJbHO HEBBIHOCMMO AYIIHO M JaBKa ObLia
crpamHas. Maitg Buaesia, Kak MMUMO HUX OecrnpepbiBHO MPOHOCHJIMCh
nmyesibl, OHM TaK CIHEIIWIM, YTO KapaOKaJuChb APYr Ha APYXKY M
KaTHJINCh XHUBBIMU IlIapaMH.

Oxoso HUX npowecTBoBasia uapuua. Kaccangpy u Maio uyTth
ObLIO He 3aTOoJKaJld, HO MX BBIPYYWSI TPYTEHb, MOJIOHOM
CHUMINATHYHBIN KaBajep. OH KHMBHYJ MaJIlOTKE M, TPHUIIOAHSB CBOM
rnepeaHHe HOXKH, KOTOpbIe C/JYyXaT IMuYejaM KakK PYKH, IPUIVIagWI
MU OJ1eCTSILME BOJIOCMKM Yy ceOd Ha rpyau.

— bBwiTe Oeme, — 3ametun oH, obpamasce k Kaccaugpe, —
pPEBOJIIOLIMOHEPBI YXOAAT M3 ropoaa. OHM yXe NMpOBO3IJIaCHJIM HOBYIO
uapuiy.

Kaccangpa Mesiua npourHopupoBasia ero ciaoBa. OHa Jgaxe He
noOsiarogapwia ero 3a IOMOLb, M Maile mnokasajoch, 4YTO ee
BOCIIMTATEJbHMIIA O00OLILIACh C MOJIOABIM KaBaJepoOM CJMILKOM
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cypoBo. Ho ManioTka He 3ajgaBajia el BOIPOCOB: BIeYaTIE€HUS
CMEHSJINCbh TakK OBICTPO, UTO OHA €[Ba ycmneBaja oco3HaTbh ux. OOiee
BO30yX/JE€HHE MEPEJaJoCh U €, 1 OHa MPOMKO 3aXyXXaJa.

— Ilepecranb! — ocraHoBMia ee crapasd muena. — UM Ges Tebs
lymMa xBaTaer.

Maijis 3aMosiyaza M BONPOCUTEJBHO B3IJISHYJla Ha  CBOIO
BOCIIUTATEJIbHULLY.

— Iloinpem, — ckasana Kaccangpa, — TBl Ao/XHA TPUIATH B
ce0s.

U, oOHAB KpoOILIKY 3a ee KpacuBble, OjecTsiiye, e€lle COBCEM
MSATKHEe M YAUBUTEJIbHO Mpo3payHbie KPBbUIBIIIKM, OHAa OTBeJa €e B
yeAMHEHHBIN YroJIOK K 3aMoJIHEHHBIM MeIOM COTaM.

— Kakon 3aMeuaTenbHblit apoMaT! — BOCKJIMKHYJ1a Maits. — [ne
MBbI?

Crapas nuesia J1aCKOBO MpoOBOpYaJia:

— 3a 3Ty BecHy S YyXe BOCNHMTajsa MU Hayuywia JieTaTb COTHHU
MyeJioK, HO TaKoil Jo0OMBITHON, KaK Thl, €llle He BCTpeudasa. Y
Tebs, Moe AUTSH, OPUIMHaJIbHAd HaTypa.

Maiis nokpacHesa M 3acyHyJla CBOM HeXHble TMaJbUMKHU B
MaJIEHbKUI pOTHK.

— YTto Takoe opurnHajbHag Hatypa? — poOKO cnpocu/ia OHa.

— Tu Bepewb cebs HenmpwinuHo! — mnpuTBopuiaach Kaccanapa,
YTO He CJiblllIajia BOIpoca, HO, XOpOIlUO 3aMeTUB, Kak Maidg 3acyHy.sia
najbudkMi B poT. — MHe Hekorma ¢ T000i Bo3uTbcs. Ciyiuain
BHMMAaTeJIbHO BCe, UTO 9 TeOe CKaxy, MOTOMY UTO y MEHS COBCEM
HEMHOro BpeMeHM. M3 gueek yxXe BbINOJ3alOT HOBblE MAJIIOTKH, a
MO eAVMHCTBEHHas IMOMOILIHMIA 1o 3Taxy, Typka, coBceM BblOMaIach
M3 CWJI M XaJyeTCsl yXe HeCKOJIbKO AHed Ha wyM B ymax. Caauce
BOT TYT.



Maiis nmocsylIHO cena M ycTaBUIach CBOMMHM OOJIBIIMMM, TEMHBIMHU
rJa3aMyM Ha BOCIIMTATEJIbHHUILY.

— TIlepBoe mnpaBuio, KOTOPOMY [JOJIXHAa CJIEAOBaTh MoOJioAad
nuesa, — Havaaa KaccaHgpa co B310XOM, — TIJIAaCHT: B CBOMX
MBICJIIX M JIeJlaX OHa He [0JKHA OTJIMYaThCd OT APYrMX M o0g3aHa
MOMHHTb, UTO 00liee 6;1aro — npexae Bcero. Ha 3ToM crout Hame
rocyapCcTBO M TOT MOPSAOK, KOTOPbIi Mbl C HE3alIaMITHBIX BPEMEH
npu3HaeM MNpaBWIbHbBIM. 3aBTpa Thl BbUIETHINb M3 YyJbsa. Teld
Oyzer compoBoxaaTh crapiias noapyra. CHauasna Thl MOXelb
OTJIETaTh OT HEe JIMIb OYE€Hb HEJaJeKO, HO Thl JOJXXHA TOYHO
3allOMMHaTh BC€ IMpeJAMEThl Ha CBOEM MNyTH, uTOOb HaWTH
oOpaTtHyo popory paomoi. TBod cnyTHMua Iokaxer Tebe Te
LBEThI, HA KOTOPBIX CaMbli Jyuiuuit Mea. Tol AOJIXKHA MX TBEPAO
3ayyuTh. Be3 5Toit HaykuM He MoXeT OOOMTHCh HM OJHa ITuea.
[aBaii HauHeM celuac Xe: BepecK M JunoBbii LBeT. [loBTOpH!

— He Mory, — orBermna mamotka Mailss, — 3TO CTpallHO
TpyaHo! 51 MOTOM Hayuyychb BCEMY.

Kaccanjpa nokayaia rosoBoio.

— Ox, munag, Heserko Oyger Tebe! — CO B3JOXOM IIpOM3HEC/]a
OHa. — JTO cpa3y BHJHO.

— A uT0 9 ewme aosxHa 0yay aenats? llesaniit feHb coOupaTh mea?
— cnpocuaa Maiis.

Crapas nmnuena onatb IIyOOKO B3JOXHYJA M TIOCMOTpeJa Ha
MaJIeHbKYI0 Maifio cepbe3HbIM M IevyaibHbIM B3risaoM. Kasaocs,
nepea Hed IpOMEJIbKHY/Ja ee COOCTBEHHas >XHW3Hb, MNpolleas B
TSXKOM Tpy/e U 3a0oTax.

— Manwrtka! — ckazana oHa JackoBo. — Tsl  yBHAMLIB
COJIHEUHBI CBET, BBICOKME 3€JIeHble JepeBbs, LBETyIllHe Jiyra,
cepeOpsiHYyI0 raab 03ep, ObICTpOEe CBepKaHWE pyuybeB, sipKoe roJiyboe



Hebo, ¥, MoXeT ObITh, UEJIOBEKAa — CaMOE€ BBICOKOE M COBEpPILIEHHOE
co3gaHvMe mnpupoabl. M TBos ckpoMHad pabora mnpuHecer Tebe
Hacaaxjaedue. Bor, poporoe auTs, 4TO XAeT TeOd, M Thl JOJIXHA
HaJesaTbCd Ha cyacThbe.

— Xopo1o, — rnpousHecsa Maiisi, — 3TOro-To g M X1y OT XHU3HM.

Kaccangpa ynawiOHynace. OHa camMa [0 KOHLA He IIOHMMAaJa,
nouemMy noywoOwia MamoTKy Maio, Kak HM OJHY M3 CBOMX
BocriuTaHHul. He motomy .M oHa pacckasana eit ropasgo OoJblie,
4eM OOBIYHO TPUHATO TOBOPUTH [UeJaM B TNEPBbI JeHb MX
poxaenus? OuHa naBasna eit pasjMuHble COBETHI, MpeAOCTEperaja OT
OMacHOCTeM, HasbiBajla el 3jedux BparoB nmnuyes. OHa MHOro
ropopwja O YeJIOBEKE M 3apOHM/Ja B AYylIE MaJIEHbKON ITYEJKH
ropsuee XeJjaHue MoOJMXe Y3HATh €ro.

— Byap BexuMBa M npeayrnpeauTesibHa CO BCEMM HACEKOMBIMM, —

ckasasia B 3akoueHue Kaccanapa, — M Thl y3Haellb OT HUX ropasjo
Oosble, yeM s Mory Tebe ceroguHs pacckasatb. Ho Geperuch ocel u
mepiuHd, AuTa Moe. IlepBags — Halml caMblii MOTYILECTBEHHBIN M
KOBapHbIA Bpar, a BTOpOM — pas30oiHMK Oe3 orTedecTBa M

yOexaeHuit. Mbl cuibHEe X, HO OHM BOPYIOT M YOMBAIOT, IZIeé TOJBKO
MOXHO. YTOOBI 3alIUTUTL ce0d, Thl MOXEIlb I10JIb30BATbCH CBOUM
XaJIoM, HO TOMHHU: €CJIM Thl YKYCHMIlb TeIJIOKPOBHOE XWBOTHOE WJIM
yeJsi0BeKa, Thl yMpelllb, MO0 TBOE XaJ0 OCTAHETCH Y HUX B KOXE U
cnomaetcd. Thol JOMXHA XaJUTh JIMIIbL NPU KpaHed HEeOOXOAMMOCTH,
MpOSIBJIsISE NMPU 3TOM BCE CBOE MYXECTBO M IJisiAs CMEpPTHU NpPSIMO B
r1asa. Mbl, nmuyesabl, MOTOMY M IOJb3yeMCS TaKUM YBaXeHHUEM H
rnmoyeToM, 4YTOo OTBaXHbl M yMHbl. Hy, npowait, kpomka Maiig,
OyAb CYACT/IMBAa U BEPHO CJYXH CBOEMY HapOAy.

ITuenka Maitd NMoOKJIOHMJIACh CBOEM BOCIIMTATeJIbHHUIE, TOLieJoBaJIa
ee M JIerja cnaThb pajocTHO B030yXJaeHHas. MpICIM O TOM, 4TO OHa
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YBUIUT 3aBTPa OOLUMPHBII MHUD, MOJIHBINA COJHLIA U [IBETOB HE AaBajiv
el JOoAro yCHyTb...

TeM BpemMeHeM B MYEJMHOM TOpOAE€ BCE  YCIOKOMJIOCH.
BO/IBLIMHCTBO MOJIOABIX IYeJ MOKMHYJIM Yyjaeid, 4ToObl OCHOBaTh
HOBbIN. Ele 10aro cablliHO OBJIO XYXXaHWe yUIeAulei U3 ropojaa
tToamnbl. MoJiogeXxp BOCCTasla MPOTHB L@APUILI HE MMOTOMY, 4YTO Oblia
€0 HeJOBOJIbHA; MPOCTO B YyJib€é CTAJI0 CAMIIKOM TECHO, M HEKyda
ObLIIO CKJIaABIBaTh 3arachkl MeJa, TaKoro HeoO0XOAMMOro AJs 3UMOBKH
Bcex. Beap 1o 3akJIlOUYEHHOMY C [JaBHMX BpEMEH JOroBOpY
3HAUMTEJbHYIO YacTh MeAa Haao ObLIO OTAaTh 4Yea0BeKYy. A ueJoBeK
3a0oTwics o0 0JarococTOSHMM, CIIOKOMCTBMM U  0e30MacHOCTH
MYeJIMHOTO ropoja M 3allMILAJ €ro 3MMOi OT XOJIOJOB.

PaHo yTpoM Maiis ycabiliasna pagjocTHOe BOCKJIMLIAHUE:

— CoHBILIKO B30LLTO!

OHa ObICTPO BCKOYMJIA M TIOAJIETEJAa K B3pOC/AOH Iyesie-
paboTHHuLE.

— JlagHo, — ApyXey00HO cKasajia Ta, — IO0JIETHM BMECTE.

Y ropoackux BOpOT MX 3aaepxasia cTpaxa. CKOJIbKO TYT POMJIOCH
nuesa! OguH M3 4yacoBeiX cooOwma Maite nmaposab, 06e3 KOTOpPOro Hu
OHY MYesy He MpOnycTUau Obl 00paTHO.

— 3anoMHM ero XOopolIeHbKO, — CKa3aJl CTPaXHHUK, — H XeJalo
Tebe ycrnexa B TBOEM MEPBOM IyTeLIECTBHUHU.

BbiieTeB M3 yJjbsd, MaJeHbKOM IMYeJIKE IMPHUILIOCh 3aXMYPHUTh
rjasa — TaK OCJenuWa1 ee CBeT. Bce KpyroM oTIMBaaO 30JI0TOM M
3eJIeHeJI0, BCE CBEPKaJI0 TaKMM TeIIoM U 06/1eCKOM, YTO OT CYacThbsl OHA
He 3HaJa, UTO Ae/aTh.

— Kakoe uygo! Heyxenu g mory Jeretb Kyaa 3axouy? —
BOCKJIMKHYJIa OHa, 00paTUBLUKCh K CBOEN CIYTHHLIE.

— KoHeuHo, — oTBeTHs1a Ta.
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Torgpa Maits nogHsn1a roJIoBKY, IOLlEBeJWJa CBOMMHM KpPacHMBBIMHU
HEXHBIMM KpBUIBILIIKAMM M BAPYr IIOYYBCTBOBaJia, 4YTO 3eMJIA
OTOABUraeTCd, a BBICOKME 3€JIeHble BEPXYLUKHM JAepeBbeB, Haobopor,

NpUOJIMXAIOTCS.

I'nasku ee cBepKaJiM, cepAedYKo JIMKOBAJIO.

— 4 neuy! — 3akpuuana oHa B Boctopre. — Beapb 3170 nmoset! He
npasaa Ju? Ax, Kak 3TO YAUBHUTEJbHO!

— Ha, THl JeTHlIb, — CKa3ajia el paboTHMLA, eJBa IOCIeBas 3a
Heto. — Tenepb Mbl HeceMcCs IO HAmNpaBJIEHUIO K JIMIIaM, BOH TaM, y

3aMKa. 3anOMHM MX, 4TOOBI 3HATh, IIE€ PAacIlOJIOXEH Hall TOpof...
Hy, He netn Tak 6wicTpo, Maita! Mue He gorHatb Tebs!

— Jla passe 3T0 ObICTpO? — BO3pasuaa Maita. — Kak uypecHo
NMaxHeT COJIHeYHbI CBeT! — BOcCTOprajach OHa.
— Jla HeT Xe, — OTBeTWIa, 3amnbiXaBIIMCh, PadOTHMLA, — 3TO

osaroyxalor usetsl. Ho npomy te0sd, nomeaseHHee, a TO 9 OTCTaHYy,
M Tbl IOTOM HE HaWjellb AOPOTY JOMOM.

Ho kpomka Maitga He caymasa ee. OHa CJIOBHO OMNbsHEJa OT
pajoCTH, OT COJIHEYHOrO0 CBeTa M CUYaCTJIMBOI'O CO3HAHMSI, YTO OHa
XUBeT, JieTUT... Eif Kasanoch, 4TO yepe3 CBepKalolllee 3eJIeHbI0 Mope
CBETa OHAa MUMTCS C OBICTPOTOK MOJHMM K ueMy-TO elle Oosee
npekpacHoMy. Eit kasasioch, UTO ee 30ByT LBETbl, MAHUT [ajb, UTO
rosyboe Heb60 6.1aroc/IOBJSET ee JUMKYIOLIHUI MOJIeT.

«Hukorga, Hukorga MHe He OyJgeT Tak XOpollO, KaK cCerogHs! —
rosopwia oHa camoit cebe. — S He Mory BepHyThcs! SI He Mory
AyMaTb HU O YeM JpPYroM, KpoMe COJIHLA...»

[lepen Hew OBICTPO CMEHSJIMChb TMECTpPble KAapTHHBI. 3eMisd
MaJjlo-TnoMaJsly KyAa-To yxoausa.

«COJIHBILLIKO, AO0MXHO OBbITh, COEJAaHO M3 30JI0Ta», — IMOAYyMaJa
MaJieHbKas IMuYesKa.
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CMepTesibHO yCTaB, OHa OMycTWiIach B O0O0/JbLIOH caja, BeCh
yTOMamlMii B 00/1aKkax LBETYIIMX BUIIHEBBIX Je€peBbEB, TEPHOBHMKA
M cupenn. OHa ynasa npgMo B OOJBLIOM KpacHBbI TIOJbNAH,
MpMXajach K €ro CTeHKaM M, TAXeJO [blllia, CMOTpeJa B YIOEHHUH
yepe3 OJiecTsIME Kpas BEHUMKA Ha spKoe rosyboe He0o.

— O! [1a B 3TOM BeJMKOM MHpe BCe B ThiCA4uy pa3 IpeKpacHee,
yeM B HalleM TeMHOM mueJuHoM ropoge! 4 He xouy Tyna
BO3BpalllaThCd, HE XOuy coOMpaTh MeJ M TOTOBUMTh BOCK! A xouy
OCTaTbCAd B 3TOM YyJHOM MHpe, y3HaTb ero. Y He moxoxa Ha APYrux
nuea. S co3gaHa aad  pagoCTH, TNPUKJIIOYEHUHA, [JI  OCTPbIX
ourymenmii!.. S He 6orch omacHocTH. Pa3Be Bo MHe Maso CWIbI M
orBaru? Pa3Bse HeT y MeHs Xasa?

M ona rpoMko paccMessiach OT M30bITKA 300pPOBbS M CYACThs M
caesasia ryO0OKMi IIOTOK MeJa M3 YallleukH TIOJIbIIaHa.

«Kak xopoiio, Kkak 4yJaHO XWUTb!» — AymMmajia OHa.

Ax, OenHas Manenbkas Maiig! Ecam Obl Tl 3Hajsa, CKOJIBKO
onacHocreit wu 6en Tebs XOyT, Tbl, HaBepHoe, Obuia Obl
6;1aropazymHee!

Ckopo ee ofoJiesia ycTaJiocTb, M OHa YCHYJIa.







Homuk Ilernmnn

Korga Manenbkass Maiis npocHy.iach, OblJIO yXe COBCeM CBeTso. 3a
HOYb OHa Npojporja. YUenuBIIMCh 3a XWIKY 3eJIEHOTO JINCTa, MoA
KOTOPBIM IIpOBEJia HOYb, OHA paclpaBMjia CBOM KPbUIBILUKM U OHHU
BHOBb 3aTpelieTajdi M 3acBepKajvM. 3aTeM OHa IpUIVIaauia CBOHU
OesioKypble BOJIOCBI M mpoTepsaa riaa3ku. HakoHel, 0OCTOpOXHO
noao0paBIIKCh K Kpalo JIMCTA, OHA OMVISHYJIAaChb BOKPYT.

Bieck yTpeHHero cosiHLia OMSATb OCJAENWJ MajeHbKyro mnuesky. Ho
TaM, rJie OHa cujesa, ObUIM TeHb M MpOXJIaja.

OHa cTasa BCMOMMHATh BMeYaT/JIEHUs BUepallHEro AHS, U pelleHHe
He BO3BpalLaTbCs B yJell OKOHYaTeJbHO B Hei ykpenuyocb. [IpaBaa,
Korga oHa noayMaina o KaccaHape, cepaeuyko ee TpPeBOXHO
3abusioch... Her, ona Gosibiie He BepHeTcs gomoit! JKUTh TOBKO AJIs
TOro, utoObl COOMpaTh MeJ, BO3BpalllaTbCd Ha3aJ M IPUHUMATLCS
ceiluac Xe 3a M3roToBJieHMe Bocka. HeT, oHa xoueT ObITb CBOOOAHOM
M CYACT/JIMBOI, OHa XOYeT I[0-CBOEMY HAaCJaXJaTbCs >XMU3HbBIO M
n00bEeTCS 3TOro BO 4TO OBl TO HU CTAJIO.

Bpnanu ceepkHysio uto-TO KpacHoe. [luenka 3ametuna 3To, M eH
Cpa3y Xe 3axoTeJochb paccMoTpeTb 310 mobanxe. K ToMy xe oHa
nporoJsioaasack. C BecesbiM XYXXaHHWEM OTBAXHO YCTPEMHMJIACh OHa
BIIEped, B SICHBIM YTPEHHUMHA BO3AYyX, YX€ COrpeTblii COJHEYHbIMH
ayyamy. OHa HampaBWIach K KpPacHOMY MpeaMeTy, KOTOpBbIi,
Ka3aJIoChb, KMBaJ €l M KJIAHSJICHd; KOrJAa OHa K HeMy NpHOJIM3NIaCh,
TO OLLYTW/JIa TaKOi CJagKHUii apoMaT, 4YTO IOYTH OINbsHeEJa U C
TpyJAOM AoOpanach A0 ajoro uBeTtka. Mails ceja Ha ero Hapy>XHbIH
CBOAYaThii JiernecTok. B TO e MrHoBeHbe OH BAPYr 3aKOJIbIXaJICS
Mo ee JialkaMM, M HAaBCTpeuy MuesJKe BBIKATWICS IPO3payvHblil
cepeOpHUCTBIN 1IAPUK, TMOYTH TAaKOM Xe BEJMUMHBI, KAK M OHAa caMa.
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[NTyenka cTpalIHO HMCMyrajacb, XOTS KpacoTa 3TOr0 TaMHCTBEHHOTO
npeaMeTa 3aBOpPOXHJIa ee.

IMpo3pauHblii 1WAPUK TPOKATHUJICA MHMMO HEe, HAKJOHWJICH Haj
KpaeM JIenecTka, NMPbITHYJ M yrnajJ Ha TpaBy.

Maijis BCKpMKHYJIa OT yXaca, YyBHAEB, KaK OH pacrnaJjics Ha
MHOXECTBO KPOXOTHBIX a/IMa30B, KOTOpbi€, TOYHO XWBbIE, OjecTe/n
M JpoXaJu Ha credenbkax M TMOTEKJM 10 HHUM TpeneTHbIMU
XemuyxuHamMu. TosbKO Torma oOHa Jorajajaach, 4yTo 3TO Oosibluas
KamnJis pochl.

Iluenka nomosi3sia Hasajg M BAPYr 3aMeTWsJa Yy CaMOro BXoAa B
LBETOK HEOOJIbIIOIO XYYKa C KOPMYHEBBIMU HAJKPbIJIbSIMU U YEPHBIM
LMTKOM Ha rpyau. XoTd OH Obl1 ropas3go Medblue Maitm, HO
CIMIOKOMHO oOcCTaJiIcd CUIeTb Ha MecTe, IIOCMAaTpuMBasi Ha Hee
cepbe3HbIMHU TIJIa3aMH.

OHa BeXJIMBO C HUM I030pOBaJiach.

— 310 ObLI Ball LWIAPUK?

Ky4yok HHUUEro He OTBETUII.

— MHe oueHb XaIKo, 4TO 9 ero copocwna, — npubaBuiIa OHa.

— Bbl roBopute 0 Karie pocbi? — C YJBIOKOM CIOPOCHA XYYOK. —
O, 00 3TOoM He crouT OecriokouTbCcd. I TOJBKO YTO YTOJIMJ CBOKO
Xaxay, a MOsl XeHa HHUKOrJa He MbeT BOAbl, NMOTOMY UTO y Hee
0o/ibHBIE TOYKHM... YTO BB TYT Aenaerte?

— Kakoit ouapoBaTesibHBI L[BETOK! — He oTBeuas eMy Ha
BONpPOC, BOCKJMKHYJ1a Maits. — He OGynere i Bbl J1100€3HBI CKa3aTh
MHe, KaK OH Ha3bIBaeTcH?

IMomus coserni Kaccanapel, oHa crapasach OBITb OUYEHb
BEXJIMBOM.

— Bu1, BUaHO, eule coBceM pebeHOK, — 0ecuepeMOHHO paccMesJics
XYUYOK Haj ee HeBEXECTBOM.
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['oBopst mo npaBae, 3TOT cMex He nMoHpaBuica Maiie. [Tuennl Beab
ropas3io BOCIIMTaHHee ApyrMx HacekoMbix. Ho oHa ToTuac xe
yOeamsiacb, UTO XYYOK He Takol YyX rpybusH, Kak B3To €Wl
MoKa3ajaocb. YBHUIAEB, Kak Maisg CMylLIeHHO MOKpacHesla OT ero
HacMelIKH, OH CHUCXOAUTEJbHO OOBSCHWII.

— OT10 po3a. Mbl MoceNNINCh TYT YeThipe JHA Has3ang MU, Osaromaps
HamuMM 3aboraM o Hei, oHa pacnyctuiack. He mopoitmere i B
nobsamnxe?

[lyenka, mnpeogosieB CBOM CTpax, caesasia HECKOJIbKO 1lIaros
Briepea. JKy4yok OTOABMHYJI B CTOPOHY CBETJIbIM JIEMECTOK, U OHH
OYYyTWINCb B  y3KOM, CJab0 OCBELLEHHOM IIOMEIUEHUH C
0J1aroyxaBILIMMH CTEHAMH.

— Y Bac TyT AEHCTBUTENbHO OUYEHb MHJO, — PpoOOKO
3amMeTusa Maiig. — A 3TOT apomar... B HEM €CThb YTO-TO
AypPMaHsILIEe...

XKyuka oueHb mopajsoBasia MOXBaja IMYEJKH.

— Ja, Hago yMeTb yCTpauBaTbCid, — O0JIarOCKJIOHHO YJbIOHYJICH
oH. — «CKaxu MHe, Iie Thl XHUBElllb, U 9 CKaXy, YEr0 Thl CTOMILIb», —
riacut norosopka. He yrogHo sim Bam HeMHoro meny?

— AXx, c yjaoBoJsibcTBHEM! — obpagoBanach Maiis.

Xydok KHMBHYJ roJIOBOIO MU HCUe3 3a OJHOK M3 CTEHOK LIBETKa.
[Tuesnka pajoOCTHO NpHUXMMaAsa CBOM LIEYKHK M PYUYKHM K HEXHBIM
KpPacHbIM 3aHaBeCKaM M BAbIXaJia UX AUBHbII apoMar.

«Kakoe cuacTbe XHUTb B TaKOM IMpEKPAaCHOM J0Me, — JayMmasa
oHa. — W pa3Be MOXHO ero CpaBHHUTb C MpPayHbIMM U TECHBIMH
9TaXaMH Haulero yJjbs. A Kak 3[eCb THXO.»

Bapyr oHa ycablliana, Kak 3a CTEHOK XYUYOK Hadasl TPOMKO
Opanutbcsi. OH rpo3HO XyXXajs, M Maile Mokasanoch, YTO OH
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Koro-to rpy6o tosikaer. IIoToM oOHa yciabilliana 4ei-TO TOHEHbKMIA,
MOJIHBIN CTpaxa M A0Cajbl I'OJIOCOK:

— Hy, pa, xorma s oaMH, BBl CMeJI0O Ha MeEHS Hamajaere...
ITomoxanTe, MOCMOTPHUM, 4YTO Bbl CKaXeTe, KOrga s MO30BY CBOMX
toBapuuleii. Bbl Haxan... Xopomo, xopowo, s yiay!.. Ho He
3a0ybTe KJIMUYKY, KOTOPYIO g BaM aa!

3aTeM muyesika ycjabllllasia, KaK KTO-TO ITOCIELIHO yXOIWI.

JKyuok BepHyJicd M OpOCHJI €t Kycouek Meny.

— DJr10 0e3o0pasue, — MpoBOpPYAT OH, — HHUIAE HET IOKOS OT
3TUX TBape#!

Maits Obisia Tak TroJioAHa, 4YTO Jaxe 3a0blia m00J1arogapuTh
xo3suHa. OHa XagHO HaOpocHach Ha YrOIIEHHE, a XYYOK BBITEP CO
s0a MOT M HECKOJIbKO 0C/Ja0u/1 BepXHee KOJIbLI0O Ha TpPyAH, 4YTOOBI
Jerde OblJIO ABILIATD.

— K10 3710 6BLTI? — cripocHa Majis ¢ MepenoHeHHBIM PTOM.

— IlpornoTure cHavana Med, a TO BaC He MOMMellb, — 3aMeTHJI
XYYOK, HO Ceiuac Xe CEepAMTO MpoaojxXaa: — ITo Obl1 Mypaseil.
Heyxenn 3T mnoasblie CO3gaHUS AYMAKT, YTO MbI 3KOHOMHM H
KonuM nposusuio 1iad Hux?! Tak Oe3sacTeHUMBO 3a0MpaTbCcHd B UyXHe
Ki1agoBble! D10 Bo3MyTuTesbHO! Ecam OBl 9 He 3HaJ, YTO OHHM HeE
MOJIy4al0T HYKAKOro BOCIMTAaHHWs, 9 Obl HE 3aJyMbIBasiCb Ha3BaJ MX

BopaMH... IIpocTuTe, — HEOXWUJaHHO mnepedus OH caM cebs, — ¢
coBceM 3a0bl1 BaM npeacTaBuUThcd. MeHs 30ByT Ilenmnu, s U3 ceMbM
OpOH30BOK.

— A g Maiig, — poOko cka3ana nueska. — OueHb paja c BaMHu
MO3HAKOMUTBCS.

[lennu HecKOJbBKO pa3 MOKJOHWICS, pacnycTYB  BeepoM

ABa MaJIeHbKMX KOpPHYHEBBIX YCHKa. Maiito OHM TmnpuBeIM B
BOCTOPT.
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— Kakue y Bac kpacuBble ycbl! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa OHa.

— H-pa! — caMoaoBOJIBHO NpPOM3HEC MOJIbLIEHHBIA >XYYOK. —
XoTHUTE MOCMOTPETh UX 00OPOTHYIO CTOPOHY?

— Iloxanyiicra! — nonpocuna Maiis.

IMennu moBepHyJ1 CBOM BeepooOpa3Hble YCMKM TaKMM 00pa3oM, 4TO
Ha HUX ynaJ COJIHEYHBIN Jyd.

— Kpacuso? He npaBaa m? — Crpocus OH.

— Hwuuero mnogoOHoro 9 He Buaena B CBOoeM XWU3HM! —

BocxMulasach Mansg. — Mou ycuMkuM Takue MaJieHbKMe, eJBa
3aMeTHBIE...
— Hy, BcikoMy cBoe, — CHHMCXOAUTEJIbHO 3aMeTHJl XYYOK. —

3ato y Bac, OeccmopHO, MpekpacHble Ia3a, a 30J0THMCTas OKpacka
Balllero TeJjla OYeHb MHTEpeCHa.

Maniorka Maiis npocusina or cuacted. HUKTO euie He roBopua em,
yTO OHa KpacuBa. OHa OKOHYATE/IbHO pa3BecesiMjiaCh M B3sijla ellle
KyCOuek Meny.

— OT/MuHBIN Mea! — moxBaJinJia OHa.
— [Iloxanyicra, kymanrTe Ha 3g0poBbe, — mnpousHec [lenmw,
cJierka yAUBJIEHHBIA alIeTUTOM CBOEH rocTbM. — IDTO PO30BbIA Me[,

nepBoro copra. Hago oueHb OCTOPOXHO BbIOMpaTh MMILY, YTOOBI He
ucropTuth cebe xenyaox. EcaM Bl XOTHMTE NUTh, MOry BaM
Npe/IOXUTD ellle KareabKy pOChl.

— bBnarogapio Bac, — BexJyIMBO oOTKa3ajacb Maitda. — MHe Obl
XOTeJIOCh I0JIETATh...

Xyuok yabiOHyJICS.

— BamMm Obl Bce sieTaTh! — mokayaJs OH roJioBoii. — JTO y Bac, y
nyesa, yxe B kpoBu. He moHuMaio Takoro OecriokoitHoro obpasa
Xu3Hu. He nyuiue u criokoitHO cuaeTh Ha MecTte?

— AX, MHe TaKk HpaBHMTCH JieTaTb! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa Maiid.
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JKydok npeaynpeauTeibHO NMPUIIOAHS/ PO30BYIO 3aHABECKY.

— S Bac mpoBOXYy K JIEMECTKY, C KOTOPOro BaM YJA00HO Oyaer
B3JIETETh.

— Cnacubo, — oTBeTH/1a Mueska, — HO 9 CBOOOJHO B3JeTAl0 C
Jio0oro Mecra.

— A MHe BCSKMIA pa3 TakKk TPYAHO PpacrpasisTh HWXHHUE

KPbUIBILLIKY, — MEeYaJlbHO CKa3a/l OH, OTOABUras TNMOCJIeAHIO 3aHABECKY
Y MOXHMAs ed pYKY.

— O Tocnogu! Kakoe mnpekpacHoro roay6oe He6o! — B
BOCXMILIEHUHM BOCKJIMKHYJa Maiga. — Hy, npouuaiire!

— o cBugaHusd, — OTBETHJI XYYOK.

OH rpycTHO CMOTpes Bcjaej IuejaKe, MOKa Ta He ucuesjla B
MpO3payHOM BO3JyXe, HaCbIILIEHHOM 30JI0TbIM COJTHEYHBbIM cBeTOM. OH
TSXKEJ0 B3AOXHYJ M, YYBCTBYS, UTO €My CTAaHOBHUTCH XapKO, XOTS
ObUI0O TOJMBKO paHHEE YTPO, BEPHYJICA B IMPOXJAJHYIO YalleukKy
LIBETKA, TUXO HAIeBas CBOIKO JIOOMMYIO MECEHKY:

Pacnyctuiacek B COJIHIIE KPAaCHBIX PO3 CEMbSI.

U noxa oHu useryt, Oyay XHB H s.

Y MeHs Beib IOMa HET — 3[eCh IPHUIOT U TEHb.
B 3THX po3ax KaxAblii 60XHil JeHb.

KTo, ckaxure, MUp noiimeT?

Ecsau posa otuserer, BMeCTe C HEil yMpy.
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JlecHoe o03epo M ero oburaresu

— Ax! — Bcnomuusa Bapyr Maits. — Beap s coBceM mosaObiia
cripocutb Ilennu npo uenoBeka! Takoi COJMAHBIA rOCIOAMH KaK OH
Mor Obl MHOro mnopacckasatb. Ho, MoxeT ObITb, MHE ellle CaMoi
MOCYaCTJIMBUTCS BCTPETHUTHCS C UEJTOBEKOM.

MU, Tpemewma or cuacTbd M JIIOOOMBITCTBA, OHAa OKH/bIBaJa
XaJHbIM B30POM PpACCTH/IABLIMICA IepeJ HeKWw BeJMKOJIEMHbIN
BECEHHUU MHP.

Ona npoJieTesna MMMO OOJIBIIIOrO cajia C MHOXeCTBOM 1(BeToB. OHa
BCTpeYasia pa3HbIX HAaCEKOMbIX, BEXJHUBO OTBEUYaBUIMX Ha ee
NMPUBETCTBUS M XeJaBuIMX ei ycnexa. Ho Bcgkuit pa3, korga
HaBCTpeuy JieTesa IYesa, CEepPAEeYKO €€ TPEBOXHO OMJIOCh: OHa
0os1aCb CTONIKHYTbCH CO 3HAKOMBIMM M YCJBIIIATb YIOPEKH B
npasgHocTd M aeHu. Ho muesbl, 3aHgThEe OesoM, He oOpalaaM Ha
Hee HUKaKoro BHUMaHHS.

Bapyr ray6oko moa coborwo Maiis yBuaena 6e3noHHOe roJiyooe
HeO0o. CHayana oHa C yXacoM moayMasa, He 3a0pajach JH
CAMIIKOM BBICOKO, He IepeJseresa a4 3a HebocBog? M Tyt oHa
3aMeTHJIa, YTO B 3TOM HeOe oTpaxaauch elle M aepeBbs. U oHa
Jorajajiacb, 4TO IOJ HEW — IIMPOKOE BOJHOE 3epKajo, THXO
CBeTHBIEecs B JiyyaX yYTPEeHHEro CoJiHlia. Mais onycTuiach MOYTH
Ha CcaMyK IIOBEpXHOCTbh O3epa M YyBHJeJla CBOE€ OTpaXeHHe:
NMpo3payHble KaK CTEeKJO KpbUIBIIIKA, KpacMBO€ 30J0THUCTOE

tynaoBulie. OHa yBHiesia, UTO JieTajla MpaBUJIbHO — TakK, KaK ee
yuusaa Kaccanapa.

«Kak npuMsITHO HOCHMTBCS HajJ BOJOK!» — C BOCTOpProM mnogymaja
OHa.

Maita Habaiogana, kak pe3BdITCS B Ipo3pauHoit Boje pbiOku. Ho
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npuOIM3UTBCS K HUM oOHa Oossacb, ubO 3Hana, uTO 3TO AJA
HacekoMbix He 0Oe3omnacHo.

[Tuenka nonetesa K MNPOTUBOMOJIOXHOMY Oepery. 3paech ee
NpUBJIEK TYCTOW TPOCTHMK W OrFpOMHble JINCTbS KYBLUMHOK,
JieXaBllMe Ha NMOBEPXHOCTHU 03epa, Kak 0oJibluMe 3eJIeHble TapeJiKH.
Ona BbiOpasia caMbli YKPOMHBbIH JIUCT, CKPbITBIH B TEHU TMJIABHO
KauaBLUMXCS BbICOKMX cTeOsei. JIMiub [ABa-TPU COJIHEUHBIX MNATHA
MeJIbKaJIM Ha HeM, KaK 30/10Tbieé MOHETbhI.

— AX, KakK TYT Xopouwio! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa MaJjieHbKas MueJjika M
HauyaJia npuMBOAMTbL ceOs B nopsaok. O0eMMu pyukaMu OHa CXBaTHJIA
ce0s 3a roJIoBKYy M BbiTdHYJ1a ee HeMHoOro Briepea. Co CTOpOHbI MOIJIO
nokasaTthbCs, UTO OHa XxoueT ee ortopBatb. Ho Maiis jpgenana ato
OCTOPOXHO, oTpsixuBas C cebs nblib. 3aTeM HOXKaMM OHa cTana
TEpeETb CBOM KPbUIbILLIKKA, KOTOpbie CHayasa TMOrHyJMCb BHHU3, a
MOTOM, BblUMLLIEHHbIE U YAMBUTEJNbHO TMNpO3pauHblie, TPUHSJIU CBOE
npeXxxHee MoJioXeHHue.

Bapyr psgaoM c Hew Ha TOT Xe JIMCT onycTtuaach HeboJibluas,
CTaJIbHOrO LBeTa MsACHas Myxa M, C YAMBJIEHUEM OCMOTPEB TMUeJIKy,
crnpocuaa:

— Yro BaM TyT Hajao, Ha MoeM Jucrte?

Mais cTpycuna.

— Hy, Bor, noaymaews! U oTAOXHYTb MHUHYTKY Heab3s! —
CcKkazasna oOHa, CcTapascb CKpbiTb wucnyr. OHa BCNOMHMJIA CJ0Ba
Kaccanapsbl, koTopas roBopusia e, 4To MYeJMHbIA POA MOJIb3yeTCs B
MHUpEe HacekOMbIX 0OJIbLUMM [OUYETOM, U 3axOoTesa MOAAEPXAaTb CBOE
A0CTOMHCTBO. OQHAKO CEpAeuYKO ee TPEBOXHO OWI0oCb — YX He
CJIMLLIKOM JIU TPOMKO M CMeJI0 OHa OoTBeTuJa?

Ho MscHas Myxa cama, no-BMaMMOMY, Mcnyrajaacb, 3aMeTHMB, UYTO
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Maita He HaMepeHa el ycrynatb. C cepAUMTBIM XYXXaHMEeM OHa
B3JIeTeJIa Ha TPOCTHHUK M yXe 0oJiee BeXJIMBO NPOU3HeEC/aA:

— Bbl 6b1 nyuwie paborasm, Kak 3TO BaM nosaraercd... Ho ecawu
Bbl JENCTBUTEJIbHO YCTa/JHU... TMOXaJAyWHCTa, OTAOXHUTE... A TyT
MoOJOXAY...

— Jla Beab 37eCh JIMCTbEB CKOJIBKO YrogHo, — 3ameTuiaa Maiid.

— Jla, HO Bce OHM 3aHATHI, — OTBeTWIa Myxa, — Hago cuurarth
ceOs cuacT/IMBOM, KOrjga Haxoaullb CBOOOAHOe MecTeuko. Ecau Obl
NMpPeXHEero XWiblia 3TOro JIMCTa He CbeJla JBa JHS TOMY Hasaj
JIrymKa, y MeHs, BEpOSTHO, M [0 CHUX TOp He OblIo Obl
NMpUCTaHMIAa. A HoueBaTb CerogHs TyYT, a 3aBTpa TaM —
yaoBoJbcTBME HebOonpmwoe. He 'y Bcex Beap ecTbh Takoe
0J1aroycTpoeHHOe rocyAapcTBo, Kak y Bac, mnuei... Ho paspewurte
npeacraBuTbcs: 1§ — MunHa Kpucrod.

Maita Mosiyana. OHa BAPYr Mcnyrajaacb, UYTO MOXET IOMNacTb B
Jlanbl KBaKYLIKH.

— A MHOro TyT Jdrymek? — CInpocuja OHa, NMpPeAyCMOTPHUTEJbHO
nepeaBUHYBIUUCh K CEpeAMHEe JIUCTA.

— He Tpyautech nepecaxuBaTbcd, MUIasd, — CMeSCb, NMOApPa3HUJIA
Myxa nueaky. — Jldarymka Bce paBHO Bac 3aMETHUT, BeJlb Ha CBETY
JIMCT COBeplIeHHO npo3paueH. KBakylika CHU3y OTJIMUHO BUIUT, KakK
Bbl HaA HEM CHJMTE.

Maiis yxe npeacraBusia, KaKk CHU3y CTPAlLUHBbIA XUIIHUK CMOTPHUT
Ha Hee XaJaHbIMHU, TroJOAHbIMM raazamu. OHa BCTpeneHyJacChb,
HaMepeBasChb HEMeNJIEHHO yJieteTb. M TyT npousowio cobbiTHE,
CTOJIb CTPAllHOE M HEOXHUAAHHOE, YTO OefHas MYeJsika He MOIvia Jaxe
CHauyasa cooOpasuThb, B YeM JIeJIO: OHA YCJbIIIAjga I'POMKMIA LLUEJECT,
TOYb-B-TOUb TAaKOH, KaK KOrjga BeTep IIYMWUT B YBSALUUX JIUCTbSX;
3aTeM pasfancsd TMNpOTSXHBIM CBUCT, TMepelleJlUMd B CEpAUTOE
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ryieHbe, ¥ B TO Xe MrHOBeHbe JIUCT, rae cuuesa Maiig, nokpbuicd
ybeil-To npo3payHoi TeHblo. Cepaue mNueJKH CXaJoch OT YyXaca,
KOra OHa YyBMIesa, KaK OrpOMHasi IecTpas CTpeKo3a CXBaTuJia
HecyacTHyiro MwuuHy Kpucrod, oTuagsHHO BOMNUBILYKD B ee
FPOMajIHBIX OCTDPBIX KOTTSIX. CrpallHoe CyLIecTBO OMYCTWIOCh CO °
cBOeil 1o0biueit Ha crebesiek TPOCTHMKA, U Maiigd sicHO BMaesa MX Haj
co00I0 M B TO Xe BpeMs MX OTpaxeHHe B rnpo3pauHoi Boae. Kpuku
MYXM pPBaJIM, KaK KJelaMH, CJIyX MUEJIKH.

— Ornycrute ee! Cabimuure! Ceituac Xe OTnycTutre ee! — rpoMKO
3aKpuyasia oHa, He NoMHs cebs. — KrTo Obl BbI HM OBbLIM, BBl HeE
MMeeTe MpaBa COBepLIAaTb Hacuiue!

Crpeko3a, BBINYCTUB CBOIO XEPTBY M3 KOITei, KpPelnko 3axaja ee
JlankaMM M C YyAWBJIeHHWEeM IMoOBepHYyJia TroJjioBy K Maite. [luenka
CWIbHO MCIYrajiach B3risifa 0O/IbIUMX CEPbE3HBIX IV1a3 Pa300MHHULIBI U
IrPO3HBIX KOITei, HO ee KpblIbs M TYJIOBMILE, CBepKkaBllWe, KakK
JparoleHHble KaMHHM, el oueHb MNoHpaBwiucb. IlpaBga, Maiito
UCIyrajJJi OrpoMHble pa3Mepbl CTPeKO3bl, M OHAa CTpPyCWJa, Xajes,
YTO BMellasach B 3TO JeJIO.

Ho cTpeko3sa oueHb Apyxer00HO 00paTHIach K HEW:

— Yo c Bamu, Moe autg?

— Ornycture ee, noxanyicral! — B3MOJWIACh MYeJsika, U rja3a ee
HanoJHWIKCH cyie3amMu. — Ee 30ByT MunnHa Kpucrod...

— Yro Xe M3 TOro? — CHMCXOAUTEJBHO YJIBIOHYJIaCh CTPEKO3a.

— Ax, OHa Takad CUMIIaTMYHas, Takasi YMCTeHbKas... 1 k Tomy
)Xe OHa BaM He cJeJiajla HUYero AypHoOro.

Crpexo3a 3agyMuuBO B3risiHys1a HA MuHHy Kpucrood.

— [Ha, ona mnpemwioe cyllecTBo, — npobopMoTrasa oOHa M-
OTKYCHJIA i IOJIOBY.

Maiig uyTh He ynaia B 0OMOpOK OT 3T0ro 3sepcrBa. OHEeMEB OT yXaca,
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OHa CJyllaja, KaK XPYCTMT INPEKPACHOE CHUHEBATO-CTAJIbHOE TEJIO
0eanoit Munubl Kpucrod Ha 3ybax cTpekosbl.

— He aymMaitte, 4To Balla 4yBCTBUTEJbHOCTbh MPOM3BOAUT HA MEHS
KaKoe-HUOy/Jb BlneyaT/JeHUe, — 3aMETHUJIA CTPEKO3a, CIIOKOMHO Xys
CBOI0O XepTBy. — He B BaluMx cuwiax M3MEHHUTb CYLIECTBYIOIUMH B
MHUpE MOpSAOK. Bbl ele oueHb MOJIOABI MU MaJO XWJIM y ceOd aoma.
Korma y Bac B yJsibe, JIETOM, HauMHaeTcd M30MEeHUE TPYTHEH, TO
OKPYXaIOIIMi1 BAC MMp BO3MYILLUAETCS HE MEHbIIE, YEM Bbl TEINEpb, H,
AYMaeTcsd MHe, C ropasfio 00JIbILIMM MPaBOM.

— Bbl KOHUWIM? — [ApOXalMM ToJIOCOM, Hee cMes TMOAHSATH
roJioBbl, cipocusia Maiis.
— Ocranach elle ogHa HOXKa, — OTBETHJIAa CTPEKO3a.

— Cpemre ee, noxanayicra, mockopee, ¥ Torja s BaM OTBeuy, —
CKasajia myeJika, KOTOpash XOpoIUO 3HaJa, MOYEMY JIETOM HEOO0XOaMMO
M30MBaThb TPYTHEH, M TIOTOMY YIMBJISJacChb HEOCBEAOMJIEHHOCTH
pas6oitnuupl. — Ho He B3gymaitTe nmogxoauTb KO MHe Osm3ko.
MOMEHTAJIbHO MYIY B X0 CBOE XaJIo.

OueHbp yX paccepawiacb MaJjawoTKka Maia! B nepBbiit  pa3s
YIIOMSIHYJIA OHAa O CBOEM XaJie M BIEPBbIE MOpPaJOBajach, YTO y Hee
TAKOE XOpOIIEE OpPYXME.

Crpekosa cepauTo Ha Hee B3mIsHysa. OHAa 3aKOHUYMJIA CBOM 00eq M
cujesia, HaCyNMBIUMCb, CJOBHO XMIIHAs MNTHLIA, MOTOBass OpOCUThbCH
Ha [Jo0blYyy. A MaJieHbKas [MuYeJKa cTajJa BAPYr COBEpILUEHHO
criokoiiHa. OHa M camMa He IOHMMaJa, OTKyJa B3sJlacb y Hee
XpabpocTb, Kyaa aeBascs ee crpax. OHa Aaxe rpo3HO 3aXyXxXana —
TaK, KaK 3TO [JeJaJl B MX YJbe CTOPOX, KOrga OH 3ameyas
npuOJMXaBIIYIOCS OCY.

— Crpeko3bl XMUBYT B MHUpE C M4YeJaMH, — IIPUMHMPHTEJIBHO
NpoM3HecJa, HaKowel, pa30oiHMULIA.
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— N xopoiuo genarot! — npoBopuasa Maiis.

— VY x He aymaere JiM BhI, 4TO s Bac Oorock? Bac?!.. — BoaMyTuach
CTpeKo3a M, ObICTpO cJjeTeB cO CTeOssi, CTPEMMTEJBHO ONYCTHJIAChH
MOYTH HA CaMyIO MOBEPXHOCTb 03epa.

Kak xpacuBo oTpaxasiacb oHa B npo3pauHou Boae! Kasanoch, uTo
JBE CTPEKO3bl OBICTPO-OBICTPO ABMra/ii TaM CBOMMH CTEKJIOBHUIHBIMH
KPBUIBIIUKAMHM, OKDPYXEHHBIMH CEPEOPUCTHIM CHSIHMEM. ITO ObLIO
TaKO€e 3aXBaThIBAIOLEE 3PEJIMIIE, UTO MaaoTKa Maits cpasy 3a0blia
M CBOIO J0CaAy Ha XMIHMLY, U ydyacTb OegHoit Munusl Kpucrod.
Ona 3axJionasza B JIaAOIIM U 3aKpUUasa:

— Kak kpacuBo! Kak kpacuso!

— JTO BB NMPO MeHsI? — C U3YMJIEHUEM CIPOCWIAa CTPEKO3a U TYT
Xe CaMoA0BOJIbHO mnpuOaBuia. — J[la, MHe eCTb 4YeM I10XBaCcTaThb.
Eci Obl Bl 3Ha/JM, B KAaKOi BOCTOPr IMpHUIIJIM Buepa HECKOJIbKO
4yeJI0OBeK, YBHEBIIMX MEHs Ha Oepery pyubs!

— JIrogu? — Bock/IMKHYJ1Ia Maiissi. — Bbl 3HaKOMBI C JIHOgbMHU?
— Hy kxoHeuHo, — oTBeTWsa cTpeko3a. — Kcratu, s gymaro, BaM
MHTEpPECHO Yy3HaTb, KakK MeHs 30ByT? Moe umsa — IllHyka, g u3

CEMbH CETUATOKPBLIbIX.

Maiis B cBOIO ouepeab MpeacTaBUIaCh €M.

— PacckaxuTe MHe Npo 4yesioBeKa, — MOIMPOCHIA OHa.

CTpeko3a ycesach PpSABIILIKOM C HEKW Ha JINCTE, U IUEJKa He
npotectoBasia. OHa 3Hana, uto IllHyka He mocMeeT NMPUYMHHUTH €M
Kakoe-HuOyab 3J10.

— Ectb y uennoBeka xasio? — cripocwia Maiig.

— Ha uyto oHo emy? — paccmesiiace crpeko3a. — Her, y
JIIOJIel eCThb OpYXHe IMOXyXe, U OHO O4YeHb g Hac omacHo. Harie
maemMs OouTcs Jroaei, o0co0eHHO MaJIeHbKUX, Ha3blBaeMbIX
MaJIbYUKaMHU.
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— OHu oxoTsTcsa 3a BaMu? — cripocuia Maiis.

— W oueHb ycepaHo! 4 eule He BCTpeTHW/Jia Ha CBOEM BeKY HH
OJHOTO YeJIOBEKA, KOTOPbIH HE MBbITAJICH Obl MEHS MOMMATh.

— Ho 3auyem Bbl UM? — yaMBHMIACh MMYeJiKa.

— Ilo-BuguMOMy, B Hac eCTb UYTO-TO IpHUBJIEKaTe/ibHOE, — C
yabibkoit otBetmna Illuyka. — [IpyrMx MpUYMH S He BHUXY.
BbiBanM cayyau, Korga JKOAW, HM3JIOBMUB KOro-HMOyab M3 Hallei
CeMbH, NMPUYUHSJIM €My CTpalllHble MyYeHHUS M B KOHLIe KOHLIOB

yOuBasu.
— Omnu egar Bac? — McnyraHHo cripocusia Maiis.
— Her, Her! — ycnokouna ee IlIlnyka. — Hackosibko H3BecTHO,

JIIOAM He TMHTAIOTCS CcTpeko3aMu. Ho B uesioBeKe XHMBYT KaKHe-TO
HeoObSICHMMBbIE Pa300MHMYbM HAKJIOHHOCTH. Bbl He moBepuTe, HO TakK
Ha3blBaeMble MaJIbUMKM HEPEAKO JIOBAT HAC JIMIIb A1 TOrMo, UTOOBI

oOpbIBaTb HaM KPBLIBIIIKM M HOXKH. Bel coMHeBaetech? — crpocwia
OHa, 3aMETHB HEJOBEPYMBLIN B3IV MYEJKH.

— KoneuHo, coMHeBaloCb, — Herogyioile orBeTusa Maiis.

CTpeko3a noxasjsa CBOMMH OJIECTAILIMMHU IJIEYNKAMH.

— VX Tak ¥ ObiTh, paccKkaxy BaM BCIO MpaBAy, — II€YaJbHO
npousHecsa oHa. — Bbi1 y MeHs Opareu. OH mopgaBan OJiecTdiume

HaZeXAbl, XOTd OblJI HECKOJIbKO JIEFKOMBICJIEH MU OYEHb JIIOOOIMBITEH.
OH momas1 B pyKHM OJHOINO MaJibuMKa, KOTOPbIi HAaKUHYJ €My Ha
roJIOBY CETKY, YKPEIJIEHHYI0 Ha AJMHHOI mnasike... Moxere Bbl cebe
3TO MpeACTaBUTh?

— Her, — orBetnsna nuenka. — Takyo Bewb 9 He Mory cebe
MpeaCTaBUTh.
— IloroM, — npopgonxana llIlHyka, — Manb4yuK NnepeBsd3ajl MOEMY

OpaTuy rpyAb YepHbIM IIHYPKOM, KaK pa3 MeXAY KpbLIbIMHM, TakK
YTO, XOTS OH U MOT B3JIeT€Tb, HO COBCEM YyJieTeTb He Mor. Bcsakuit
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pa3, korga OpaTy Ka3aJioCb, YTO OH BOT-BOT OCBOOOAMTCS, MaJibuMK
TalWI ero o0paTHO 3a LIHYPOK.

— 3T10 TpyaHO cebe MpeacTaBUTb, — IPYCTHO MoOKayasja roJioBOM
Maiisg.

— Ecau cayvaercsd, 4yto 8 gHeM 00 3TOM He AyMalo, TO BCeraa
BMXY 3TY KapTMHY HOYbIO BO CHE, — CKa3aJjia CTpeko3a. — B koHle
KOHLIOB, MOI OpaT, KOHe4YyHOo, norub, — npubaBusia OHa.

— A oruero oH ymep? — C y4yacTMEM CNpPOCHJIA MMUesKa.

N3 rna3 [IIHyku XJBIHYJM CJie3bl.

— Manpuuk 3acydHys ero B KapMaH. A 3TOr0 HMKTO HE MOXET
BBIHECTH.

— A uyTO Takoe kapMmaH? — ocBeJoMWiach Maiig, nmorpsceHHas
yC/bIIIAHHBIM €10 CTPAaLlUHbIM PacCKa3oM.
— Kapman, — oObsicHMna cTpeko3a, — 3TO KJaJ0BKa,

Haxofdlascd y Jiojei Ha ogexae. M 3Haere, uto TaM ObLio eme?
Ecau 6bl Bbl TOJIBKO 3Ha/JM, B KAKOM YXaCHOM OOILECTBE OKOHYMJI
CBOM JHM Mo¥ OpaTteu! Bol HMKOrma He goragaerech!

— Her, — npousHecsa ApoxalMM roJocoM nuenka. — MoxeTt
ObITb, B KJIAOBOM ObLT Mef...
— Her, Her, — nepeduna ee IllHyka. — Mexa B kapMaHax Jirojen

Bbl Haiaere peako. A TaM ObJIO BOT UTO: JISrylIKa, MEPOUYMHHBIN
HOXMK U pena.

— Kakoit yxac! — BockaukHysa Mais. — A uTtOo Takoe
NMepOYMHHBIA HOXHUK?

— 3DTO0 YTO-TO BpOJiE MCKYCCTBEHHOro Xxasa Jwaei. [lpupoga He
Jajia 4yeJOBEKY 3TOro eCTeCTBEHHOro OpYAUs 3allUMTbl, BOT OH U
npuayMas HeuyTto B 3TOM poje... Jlaryuika, kK cyactblo, Oblia yxe
npu rnocjeaHeM usabixaHud. OHa norepssia OAMH I1a3, OJHA Hora
Oblla y Hee C/JOMaHa, a HUXHSAS 4YeJlocThb BbiBUXHYyTa. Korma moii
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Opatr momasn B KapmaH, oHa npoiuunena: «Kak Tonbko 9 BbI3f0-
poBelo, s Tebg cveM!» IIpy 3TOM OHa CTpalIHO KOCHIA CBOMM
eAMHCTBEHHBIM IV1a30M. Bbl mpejacrariasere cebe, Kak 3T0 ObLIO yXacHO!
Bapyr Moero GpaTa YTO-TO TOJIKHYJIO K JISTYLLKE, U KPBUIBILLIKK €10 YyTh
He TPWIMIUIA K €€ XOJIOOHOMY MOKpoMy Teay... OH cpasy mnorepsii
co3HaHue... O! Het cs10B, yT0OBI BHIPA3UTh 3TOT yXac!

— Ho otkyma Bbo Bce 310 3Haere? — npobopMoTasa
B3BOJIHOBaHHas Maiis.

— CnycTd HeKOTOpoe BpeMs MaJIbuMKy 3axoTeJloCb €CTb, U OH
nosie3 B KapMaH 3a penoii, BHIODOCMB OTTyja JATYIUKY M MOEro
Opata. 51 ycablluajsa ero CTOHbBI M Hallla MX O0OMX pSABILIKOM Ha
tpaBe. Ho yBbl! Bbu10 yXe cauuikoM mnosgHo! MHe yaanoch TOJIbKO
BBICIyIIaTh OT OpaTa Bce, 4TO 9 BaM paccKkasaja, I0CJieé 4ero OH
oOHs1 MeHd, molesioBaa U 6e3 xanod, 6e3 cie3, Kak MCTHI repoi,
THXO CKOHYaJcs... Korma mnpekpaTuioch MNpeacMepTHOe KosebaHue
€ro CMSATBIX KPbUIbILIEK, S 3aKpblla €éMy IJla3a, MOKphblJia €ro TeJo
Ay0OBBIMM JINCTbIMM, @ B XOJIMHK BOTKHYJIa rosy0oil LBeTOuek.

«IIpowai, — ckasana s, — CIM CIIOKOMHO, Opatel!» — M yJseresa
HaBCTpeuy ABYM OTHEeHHbIM COJIHLIAM... K Beuepy, Kak Bbl 3HaeTe, HUX
BCcerma ABa: oAHo Ha Hebe, a apyroe — B o3epe... Moxere cebe

NpeACTaBUTb, KaK THAXEJO M TIPyCTHO Oblsio MHe Toraal!.. A c BaMmu
CJy4YasioCh YTO-HHMOYAb nogobHoe?

— Her, — orBetmna Maiia, — 10 cux mop s Oblia BroOJHE
CYacTJ/INBa.

— Hy, oO6narogmaputre bBora! — paszouapoBaHHO mNpOM3HEC/A
Inyka.

Maiig cripocuia npo JAAryuKy.
— O! Ona yMepJsa cMepThblO, KOTOPYIO 3acayxuiaa. Beab oHa Oblia
TaK XeCToKa, uTo rpo3waa ymupalouiemy!.. OHa mnbiTasach ObLIO
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y0exaTb, HO TaK Kak OAMH IJa3 M OJHAa Hora y Hee ObLIx
MOBpeXJeHbl, TO OHa JIMIIb MNOACKAKMBajJa Ha OJHOM MecTe. JTO
obu10 Tak cMemHo! «Hy, B TakoM BHae Bac aMCT cpa3y MoiMaeT» —
CKa3ajia  eil M yJieresa.

— DBepHaga nsrymka! — npouenrtasa nueska.

— Hy, 3HaeTe, 3TO yX CJAMIIKOM! — BO3MYyTWJIaCb CTpeko3a. —
Xanerp xBakymky! DTo 3HauuT peiTh camoii cebe smy! CoBceM-To
Bbl HEPa3yMHO€E CyLIeCTBO!

— Moxer 6biTb, — comiacwiach Maiis, — HO i HE MOry BHUAETb
YyyXHe CTpaJaHUs U Jaxe CJAbIIIATh O HUX.
— 3T0 oTTOIrO, YTO BBl MOJIOABI, — yTelunwia ee lIInHyka. — Bni ele

MHOIOMY HayuuTechb, APYyr moi... Ho MHe mopa Ha cosHbiKo. TyT
CJIMIIKOM MpoxuaaHo. ITpouaiire!

CTpeko3a BCIOpXHYJIa M 3acBepKajia ThICSUbIO MCKOPOK, KaKHMH
OJIelyT TOJIbKO AparoueHHbie KaMHU. Uepes 3eJieHbliI TPOCTHMK OHa
rmoJjieTesJia HaJa IOBEPXHOCTbIO BOAbl, M Maiid cJbilllasia, KaK OHa
3arnesia CBOIO MeCHIO. B Heil ObLIO UTO-TO C/IafOCTHO-IIEYaJbHOE, U
MUYeJIKe CeJaJoCh U TPYCTHO M PajJOCTHO Ha AYylIe.

Tuxa miemercs peka, Temnlit BeTep, JIENET CTPYyH,
B Hebe cuHeM obJaka, CoJsiHLIa XTy4yHuid MOoUeayH...
COJIHBIMKO CHSET, Kak Ha cepaue sicHo!
Cnagko memngercss TPOCTHHK, Bce MuHyer, Bce npoier,
Crebesb JWIHH NOHHK, JleTo xapkoe yiper...
Jlyd B Bose urpaer AXx, KaKk XHu3Hb IpexkpacHa!
— Caplluvimb, CTpPeKo3a MOeT, — CKa3aa OeJiblifi MOTBIJIEK CBOEN

nogpyre. OHM NpPOHEC/IUCb MHMMO ITUEJIKM M YTOHYJM B CHHEBE
COJIHEeYHOIO JHS.

Torma u Maiigs pacnpaBuia CBOM KPBUIBIIIKH, MPOCTHJIACh THUXHUM
XYXXaHHeM C cepeOpsHOIt I1afplo o3epa M mnojeresaa K bepery.






Udbn u Kypr

Ha papyroe ytpo Maiis mnpocHyjach B yalleyke TroJyooro
KoJiokosbuuKka. OHa yciablllilasla B BO3JyXe KakKoOi-TO OAHOOOpasHbIi
IUyM M MOYYBCTBOBaJla paBHOMEpHbie KOJie0aHMS LBETKa, Ha KOTOPOM
cuzesia, CJIOBHO KTO-TO CJlerka ero nomartbiBai. [JOHOCWICS BJIaXHbIH
3anax TpaBbl M 3eMJIM. BbUI0 mpoxsiaaHo.

Maits mnoesna HEMHOro LBETOYHOI INbUIbLLI, MpUBeJa cedd B
MOPSAOK M OCTOPOXHO, LUAar 3a LUIaroM, BBINOJI3JIa HAapyxXy. THXO
IUyMea [0X[Ab, IMOKpbIBasg BCE BOKPYr MHJIJIMOHAMM CepPeOpHUCTBIX
XEMYYXHH.

OTo ObLT nepBHII JOXAb B XHU3HM Maiim! U xord oH ei
MOHPAaBWICS, OHa Cpa3dy Xe BCIOMHWJIA MpeJocTepeXeHue
Kaccanapsl — HHKOrga He BbUIETaThb B HeHacTHyw mnorogy. OnHa
MOHMMaJIa, YTO IOJ AOXJAEM TPYAHO ABHUraThb KPbUIBILUKAMHU; KpPOMeE
TOro, eit OblJIO XOJIOAHO, U OHA C TOCKOIO AYMaJjia O SPKOM COJTHEUHOM
CUSIHMH, TIPUHOCALLEM C CO0010 pagocTh U 0e33a00THOE Becebe.

BblsIo eue oueHb paHO, M XW3Hb BHHU3Y, B TpaBe, TOJIbKO
HauMHajia npoOyxaaTbCa. Maiig, Xopomwio YyKpeiTads B CBOEM
y0exuilie, Moria CIOKOIMHO HabaoaaTh 3a MPOCHIMABIIMMCS MHPOM.
To, uTo OHa yBMAesa, 3aCTaBUJIO ee 3a0biTb Ha MHHYTY M TOCKY IO
POAHOMY [OMY, KOTOpasi HeT-HeT Aa 3a0upasach K Heil B Aylly, U
OXBaTHBILUME ee 3a00Tbl. BblJI0O Tak 3aHATHO CJAEAUTb M3 YKPOMHOIO
yrojka 3a NpOMCXOAMBIUMM B uaiie crebseit. M Bce xe MbICau ee
BHOBb BO3BPaTWIHCh K TMNOKHHYTOMY YJIbIO, A€ TaK YIOTHO H
0esomacHo, rge Bce CTOAT Apyr 3a apyra. OHa scHO mpejacTaBiassa
cebe, KaK B 3TOT JOX//IMBLIN J€Hb MUeJbl CUAAT PAALILIKOM, BMECTE,
JOBOJIbHbIE HEOXHWAAHHBIM OTABIXOM; OJHM WCIPABJSIOT SYEHKH,
Apyrue KOpPMST JIMUMHOK. B HEHacTHyIO noroay B yJibe JejiaTh MOYTH
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Heuero. JIuimub wM3peaKka OTTYAAa BBUIETAIOT pa3BEeIYMKH, UYTOOBI
y3HaTb — He MpPEeKPaTWICHd JHX AO0XAb, HE MEepEeMEHMWJICS JIM BeTep.
Ilapyua pacxaxuBaeT [0 3TaXaM YJbs, 3a BCEM CJEAUT, BCE
npobyeT, KOro MOXBaJIMT, KOMY BbIPA3UT MOPHLAHHWE, TMOJOXHUT TO
TYT, TO TaM $MYKO. Bce CuacT/iMBbl YC/BIIIATh OT HEE JIACKOBOE
cnoBo. MHorga oHa r1agMT IO roJIOBKaM MOJIOABIX IMYEJOK, TOJBKO
4YTO HauyaBIIMX paboOTaTh, M paccrpaliMBaeT o0 MX BrEYATIEHUSIX.

Kak npugTHO co3HaBaTh, UTO C TOOOIO CUMTAIOTCH, UTO TEOS JIOOAT U
YBaXaloT; KaK MPUATHO MOJIb30BAThCI HAJAEXHOM 3aIMTOM OOMHbI! A
TYT OHa OAIMHOKA, MOJABEPXEHA pa3HbIM OMACHOCTSM, 3s0HeT... UTo OHa
OyaeT aenathb, Korjga mnepecrader aoxab? Uto ona Oymer ects? Meny B
KOJIOKOJIBUMKE TMIO0YTH He ObUIO, Aa M LIBETOYHAS IbUIbLA JEPXUTCS
Hegoaro. M1 B mepBblit pa3 B cBoeit XHM3HM Maiid mnoHsiIa 3HauYeHHe
cosHeu”Horo cBera. «He Oyap ero, He ObLIO OBl M JIETKOMBICAUSI», —
nogymasia oHa.

M Bce Xe MBIC/JIb O COJIHLIE BHOBb HAMOJIHWIA pajoCTbi0 BCE ee
CYLIECTBO, ¥ OHa MOUYYBCTBOBajia rOpAOCTb 3a TO, UTO CyMeJia caMa
cebe BbIOpaTh XHM3HEHHbI MyTb. CKOJBKO 4yJaec BHUAEIa OHA 3a 3TO
KopoTtkoe BpeMmsa! JIpyrue He Y3HAIOT 3TOro A0 CaMOil CMEPTH.
«OnpiT — BeaMKoe 0s1aro, ¥ OH CTOMT XEPTB», — CKasaja OHa
caMoit cebe.

ITokasanach ToJIMa CTPAHCTBYWOLIMX MypaBbeB. OHM LUK C MECHe
M Kak OyATO KyJa-TO CHelWwId. 3aAyMuMBO M FPYCTHO CJyllaja MX
nyeJska:

KpaTok, KpaTok XU3HU CPOK —
Cxkopo Bce ympem,

Tonbko kTO paborath MOr —
He rpyctut o ToM.
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MypaBbu OBbLIM XOPOLIO BOOPYXEHbI, BHA y HHUX ObLJI CMEJbI,
gaxe rpo3Hbii. Korga 3atuxsia MX TecHS IMOA  JIUCThSIMH
0e/IOKOMBITHHKA, BAPYr MOCJBIIIAJCA TpyOblii M XPUIUIBIA roJioC.
DHepruyHo pas3aBUMHYB MOJIOAble OAYBaHUMKH, OTTYAA BbICKOUWI
OosbLLION  XYK, TOXOXMI Ha  MeTa/uUIMueckoe  MoJiyllapue,
OTJIMBaBILEE TO CHMHMM, TO 3€JIEHBbIM, TO uepHbIM. OH ObL BABOE MU
naxe Brpoe Oosbiie Maiiu. Ero TBepaplit maHuMpb KasaJscs
HECOKPYILIMMBIM, a B ero Oace 3ByyaJo 4YTO-TO CBMpEIIOE.
ITo-BuauMoMy, OH OblL1 pa30yXeH NMEHHMEM MypaBbeB U MOTOMY BCTajl
B JYPHOM HACTPOEHMM: BOJIOCHI He OBbLIM ellle pacuecaHbl, OH COHHO
MPOTHPAJ] XUTPbie IV1a3KH.

— ITocroiite! S Bac! — kpuuan od. — YOupaiiTech npoun!

«Kakoe cuacTbe, UTO 1 He HAaTOJIKHYJlaCb Ha Hero!» — rmnoayMasa
nmuyesjka B cBoeM Oe3omacHoM yb6exwume. M Bce xe cepaeuko ee
satpenerano. OHa oCTOpoXHO 3abpanack BryOb LIBETOYHOM
YyalleykHu.

Xyk, Heyk/l0Xe IepeBaJMBasCh, MOMOJ3 M0 MOKpOW TpaBe. TpyaHO
ObUIO ero Ha3BaTh M3dIIHbIM. OKOJIO YBSIALLEro JIMCTKA, KaK pa3 TIOA
uBeTKoM Mait, OH OCTaHOBWICSI, OTOABUHYJI €ro, U mnuesjika yBHAeJia
3aMaCKMpOBaHHBIM BXOJ B MeLlepy.

— Yero-uero TosibkO HeT Ha cBeTe! — C yAMBJIEHHMEM CKa3ajla OHa
camoii cebe. — Kaxkas mopasutenbHas Beib! KTo Obl Mor moaymatsn?
Ies10i1 XM3HM MaJio, UTOOBI Y3HATh O MPOMCXOASILIEM B MHUpE.

OHa THUXOHBKO CHJesia B CBOei uallleyke M CJeAusa 3a XYKOM.
Hoxab MpoaoJixaJsics.

— Eom Bbl XOTHTE MATHM CO MHOKO Ha OXOTY, — KPHUKHYJI MOXHau,
MOAXOAS K TOJA3EMHOM HOpe, — TO BCTaBaiTe mnockopee! YXe coBceM
cBeTJ10!

U3 neumepsl MocCJabliaJiCsa TOHEHbKHH, quMKalOI.LlMl‘;l roJioCcokK:
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— Pagm Bora, 3akpoiite! Beab crona nbetcs goxap!

Kyk noBuHOBaJICS.

— Ho, noxanyiicta, noToponurecb, — MPOBOpPYAJ OH.

Majie OblJIO OYEHb MHTEPECHO 3HaTh, 4To Oymer pgasabiie. OHa
yBHUAEa, KaK YBSALIMIA JUCTOK BHOBb OTOABHUHYJICS, U U3-TOA 3€MJIU
MEJIEHHO BbLJIE3JI0 Oypoe CylecTBO, MOKa3aBlleecs €l Ype3BbIYaitHO
CTPaHHBIM, — C HEYKJIIOXHUM TEJIOM M HEOOBIKHOBEHHO TOJICTOM
roJIOBOM C MaJIEHbKMMHU TOpPYAlLIMMHM YCMKaMHU. TOHEHbKHE HOXKH eJie
nepeaBUrajuch, a BhIpaXeHHe ero JiMua Obl1o o3aboueHHoe.

— C no6bpeiM yTpom, Udu, — npuBeTCTBOBAN 3TO YAMBUTEJBHOE
CYLLECTBO XYK, MbITAasiCb BEXJIMBO BBITAIHYTbCS B CTPYHKY. — Kak
BBl ClaJii, MO MuJiasi?

Udu paBHOAYLIHO NMPOTSHYJIa EMY PYKY.

— 4 He mory uatu ¢ Bamu, Kypr, — ckasana oHa. — [Ipo Hac u
TaK yxe 00JITaIOT.

BenHbIi XyK Ka3ajcsd OUeHb MCITYyTraHHBIM.

— 4 Bac He nonumaw, Udpu, — npobopmoran on. — Heyxenn
Hama oHas Japyx06a Moxer mMOrMOHYTb HM3-3a TaKMX MYCTAKOB?!
[Topymaiite, Upu! Kakoe BaM gesio g0 uyxoi 6oaToBHu? Y Bac CBOs
coOCTBEHHasi HOpa, Ky/Aa Bbl MOXETE BIOJI3TH, KOrJa XOTHUTE; a €CJIu
Bbl 3abeperecb B Hee moraybxe, TO He YCJABILLIATE HUKAKHUX

Pa3roBOpOB.
— Bbl HHMuero He nonHumaetre, Kypr, — mneuvasbHO OTBeTHJIa
Udpu. — Y MeHsd Ha 3TOT cuer cBOoM B3rigabl. Kpome Toro, Bbl MeHs

0o0MaHyJ/IM: Bbl MEHSI YBEDPSJIM, YTO Bbl U3 CEMbM OPOH30BOK, a CJAM3HSK
CooOLIWI MHE BYepa, UYTO Bbl IOMPOCTY HaBO3HbI XYK. CAM3HAK
CBOMMM IJ1a3aMM BUeJ Bac 3a paboToi, Ha3BaTb KOTOPYI y MeHs
43blK HE [OBepHeTcd. Bbl mMoHMMaeTe, 4YTO HaM HeoOXOAMMO
paccraThbcs.
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— Her, 9 3Toro He noHumar! — ropsuo BockAukKHya Kypr,

npuad B cebs. — H xouy, uTtoObl MeHS JOOMIM 3a MOMU JIMYHbIE
KauecTBa, a He 3a Mol npodeccuio.
— Ecau 6bl peub w1a He 0 HaBo3e, — cAepXaHHO Bo3dpasuaa Udwm,

— 9 euwe Momia Obl NMPUMUPUTBCS C BaliuM 3aHsTHeM. Ho Bbi
AOJIXHBbl MOHATb, YTO BAOBAa, MyXa KOTOPOW BCEro TpPU AHA TOMY
Hasajq cbena 3emiepoika, o0sizdaHa TMpoOSBAATb  BEJIMYANLLYIO
CKPOMHOCTb... A MOTOMY — rnpolianre!

CkaszaBs 3tv caoBa, Udu c yauBuTenbHOM ObICTPOTOI, C/IOBHO ee
yHec BeTep, CKpbljach B rneujepe. Maiie TpyaHo OblJi0 MOBEPUTb, YTO
XMBOE CYULIECTBO MOXET TaK CTPEMUTEJIbHO MCUYE3aTh.

Kypr ycrasuscs Ha Bxoa B HOpKy. [Ipu 3TOM y Hero Obll Takoi
IJIynblii BUJ, UTO MUeEJiKa He MOIJla yiepXaTbCd OT CMexa.

Ho BoT Xyk npuiien B cebd ¥ Haya/J HeJOBOJbHO TPSCTH CBOEM
MaJIeHbKOM KPYIJIOM TOJIOBKOW. YCHUKM ero rneuyajbHO OMNYCTHJIUCD,
KaK CMOYEHHOEe J0XJeM olaxaJo.

— B Hawe BpemMs, — B3A0XHYJ OH, — He LEHST HU XOpPOLUUH
XxapakTep, HM coauaHbiii obpa3 xusuu. Udu OeccepaeuHa, mo cux
nop s He peliajicd B 3TOM NpU3HABATbCH, a TeNnepb BUXY, UTO 3TO —
dakt. Ho ecrn oHa He Morna ctaTb MOeW MOAPYroM MO BJIEYEHUIO
cepiLia, TO UTO Xe MeLIaso ei caenaTb 3To XoTd Obl no pacuery?

Maiis 3ameTusia, uTO, rOBOps 3TO, OH YPOHWUJ cCJie3y, U el CcTajio
ero Xasb.

N Bapyr Kypr oxwusuiacs. OH nepecran njiakaTb, OCTOPOXHO
npobpajsics 3a Kyuy 3eMJM, KOTOpYyl ero mnojgpyra Habpocana,
BEpPOSITHO, INpU YycTpoicTBe cBoero xuauwa. I[lo TtpaBe nons
He0OJIbLLIOI KpacHOBATbIM J0XAEeBOM uepBb. [luesky yauBua ero
croco® rmnepeaBUXEHUSI: OH TO BBLITATMBAJICA B CTPYHKY, TO
CbeXMBAJICAd M Jenasicd onsaATb TOJACTbIM. Ero tysnoBuuie cocrossio
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M3 Kosel, O0e33ByyHO IepeaBMraBIUMXCH Brepea. Maiig cTpaluHo
ucnyrajaach, Koraa XYK TIOSBWICS HEOXHJAaHHO M3-3a XOJIMMKA,
CXBaTHJ 4YepBIYKa M pa3opBaJ ero Ha jBe vyactd. He oOpaias
BHMMAaHMS Ha OTYassHHbIE CYJOPOrM 00EMX IO0JIOBUHOK, OH INMPMHSJICH
3a OIHY U3 HMX.

— Ilorepnu, nmorepnu, — OGopmoran Kypr, — ceituac Oyaer
KoHen!

Ho Bapyr oH ongTh BCIOMHWI, [JO0JXHO OBITb, O HaBeKH
yrepsHHoii UM MWMdwu, u KpynHbie cje3bl CHOBa IMOTEKJM IO €Ero
LIEKaM.

ITuenke ObLIO OyeHb Xaab ero. «Kak MHOro B MHMpe HeNmpuAT-
HocTei!» — nmoaymana oHa. Bapyr, kK cBoeMy BeJsMuaillieMy
M3YMJIEHMIO, OHA yBHJeJa, YTO BTOpas MOJIOBUHKA 4YepBsi, O KOTOPOM
KypT, oXxBayeHHBI} MeYaiblo, 1M0o3a0bl, CTana ObICTPO YAAJSThCS.

— Kto 6B MOr B 3TO mOBepUTb! — YAMBJIEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJa
Maiis, 1a Tak rpoMKoO, UTO XYK YCJAbIXaJl M HayaJl 03MpaThCs.

— Ilpoub ¢ goporn! — 3akpuyas OH BAPYT.

— JHa Beap s CMXY 3JeCb M BOBCE He Mellal BaM! — Bo3pasuia
MmyeJsiKa.

— A rge xe Bbl cugute? — cnpocui Kypr, Bce eule He BUAS ee. —
Kyna Bbl 3anpsTaauch?

— Hapn BaMu, B yalieuke LBeTka, — OoTBeTWJa Maiiq.

— PasBe uto! — ckasan xyk. — Ho g Begb He Ky3HEUMK U He
MOTY TOATIPHITHYTh, YTOOBI BaC yBHUAETh... IloueMy Bbl KPUKHYJIN?

— Jla Benp mnoJIOBMHKaA Baulero uepss yberaer! — ckasasia
myesika.

— Ja, 3to BepHo, — mnpousdec Kypr, ciens 3a 6emienoM. — Oum
YAMBUTENbHO mnoABMXHbBI. Ho He Oema: y MeHs cerogHs Her
anmneTHTa.
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MU on Opocw1 mo/soBMHY YepBsika, KOTOPYIO €llie JAepXaJ B pyKax.
Kak u nepBas, oHa mNycTWIacb yAUpaTb, HO B IMPOTHUBOMOJIOXHYIO
CTOpOHY. '

Maijis He Moria npwitTH B cebs OT HM3YMJIEHMS, HO XYKY B3TOT
obpa3 aeicTBUg uepBei OblJI, BUAMMO, XOPOIUIO 3HAKOM.

— He noapymaiite, moxanayiicrta, uTO § BCerga IUTaKChb 3TOM
ragocTbi0, — 3aMETHJI OH.

— IlokxaxuTte, mo kpaiHei Mepe, 3TOMY HECUYaCTHOMY, KyJa
yOexasa ero mnepBas IOJIOBMHa, — B3BOJHOBAHHO [ONPOCHUJIA
nyesika.

Kypt 3agymMunBo nokavaja rojoBo U CKa3saJ:

— He ciaeayer cHoBa COeAMHSITb Te€X, KOro pasjaydaeT CyAabOa...
Kto Bbi? — po0aBui1 OH, MOMOJIYAB.

— MeHs 30ByT Maiiga. 1 — nuena.

— Ouvuenp npusatHo, — 3agBua Kypr. — ¥ HHuero He umer
NpoTUB MueJ. A noueMy Bbl TaM cuaute? Beapb Bbl, Kaxercs, 0oJibliie
Jwobure netatb. JJaBHO BBl TYT?

— 4 3pech HoueBaJa.

— Bort kxakx, — nopo3puTesbHO npou3Hec Xyk. — Hapewchb, Bb
xopouio crajau? Bbl TOJIBKO YTO MPOCHYJIHUCH?

Maiiss yTBepaAUTEIBHO KMBHYJIa I'OJIOBOM.

XKyk Oeran, crapasicb HaiTH MeCTEYKO, OTKyJa Obl OH Mor
B3IVISHYTb HaBepX.

— TIloromgure, — oOpapoBasica OH, — BOT a9 BcKapaOkaiochb Ha
crebesieKk TpaBbl M MOCMOTPIO Ha BaC. A Bbl B3IVITHUTE TOTAa HAa MEHS.
JlagHo?

— MHue 310 OyaeT oueHb MPUATHO, — BEXJHMBO OTBETHJIA
Maijis.

Kypr Hawen nopxoasiiee pacTeHMe, M [MYeJKa XOPOLIO
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pasrisaena XyKa, KOrga TOT BCTa/l Ha 3aJiHUE JIalKM U TMOBEPHYJ K
Hei rosioBy. OH mnokasasncd e AOBOJIBHO MWIbIM M TPHUBETJIMBbIM,
XOTs ObLT yXe HEMOJIOA, Aa M LIEKH Yy Hero OblIM CAMILKOM TOJICTHIE.
OH NOKJIOHWICS.

— Kypr, 13 ceMbu OpOH30BOK, — NpPEACTABUJICS OH.

Manenbkas Maiid, yxe 3Hasd, uto Kypr — HaBO3HBII XYK,
nocMesylacb Hag HMM B aywe. Ho mnpomosvyana, He Xxesnas ero
OropyYarh.

— Heyxenu Bac He 6ecniokOUT A0XAb? — CIPOCHJIA OHa.

— Huckosbko, — HeOpexHO oTBeTa1 OH. — Beab 9 XuBY cpeam
po3, a TaM [OUYTH BCErga BJIAXHO.

— Kypr, — c ynabiOkoi mnpousHecsa MueaKa, pelIuB, UTO He
MelllaeT BCe-TaKy ero HEMHOro MPOYYHTh 32 XBACTOBCTBO, — a UTO TaM
3a OTBEpPCTHE MOA JIUCTOM?

— I'me? Kakoe? — ucnyraiaca xyk. — Jla TyT MHOro BCIKHMX AbIp...
Bbl ¥ npeacTaBUTb ceOe HEe MOXETe, CKOJIbKO MX TyT!..

BonHeHne, xoTopoe ero OxBaTWIO NpU 3TOM Bompoce Maiin, u
CTapaHWe Ka3aTbCS CIIOKOMHBbIM MMeJIM BeCbMa IedaJibHOe /I Hero
MocjeacTBME: OH [OTepsJi paBHOBeECME M YyMaJa Ha CIHUHKY,
OecrioMolHO OapaxTasiCb pyKaMH M HOTaMH.

— Oin! Oi! 94 norm6! — 3zaBomun oH. — S He Mory
noBepHyThcs!.. d Tak nompy... Kakoe HecuacTbe!..

KypT xpuyan tak rpoMKO, YTO He YCJbILLIAaJd YTELIeHWIA MYeJaKH.
OH pgenan oTyasiHHbiE TMOMNBITKM IEepeBEPHYTbCS, HO BCIKHI pas,
KOrjga eMy KasaJjioCh, YTO BOT-BOT 3TO €My yAAacTCs, 3eMJid MojaBaiach
MOA HMM, U OH OMSAThb JIOXWICS HAa CBOIO KPYIIYIO CIMHY. DTO ObLIO
AENCTBUTEJILHO I€uajbHOE 3peauile, M Maite ObUIO CcTpallHO 3a
XyKa, TeM Oosee, uTo OH obeccwien OT OeCrIOOHBIX TMOMBITOK M
KPHKOB.
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— 4 He BblAepXy 3Toro! — crtoHan oH. — [la oTBepHHUTECH
BHI, no KpaitHeit Mepe!.. He MyubTe yMHpalollero CBOUM
Ha30MBbLIM  B3rigaAoM... O, ecau Obl 9 MOr JOCTaTh KakKOW-HHUOYIb
crebesex!..

— Croiite! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa IY€JKa, CepAle KOTOpOW
nepernoHWIOCh cocTpagaHueM. — $ monpoOyro Bac noaHsTb. Ecaun g
Harpsiry BCce CBOM CWIbl, MHE, MOXeT ObiTb, 3T0 yaactcd. Ho, pamu
bora, Kypr, yMondio Bac, nepecraHbte KpuuaThb! IlocnyiaitTe MeHs:
eCcJIM s HaKJIOHIO K BaM cTe0esiek, CMOXETe Bbl, YLIEMMUBIIKMCh 32 HEro,
MOAHATBLCH?

Xyk npoposixas KpyyaThb U CTOHAThb: CTPaX CMEPTHU COBCEM JIMILIMJI
ero BO3MOXHOCTH coo0paXxarThb.

Kpomika Maiig, HecMOTpS Ha [d0XIb, BbUIETeJa U3 CBOErO
yOexuilla, pasbiCKajla TOHKYHI 3eJIeHyl0 ObLIMHKY BOJIM3M TOrO
Mmecra, rae Jexan Kypr, u B3oOpaiach Ha camylo ee Bepxyluky. OHa
BO3JIMKOBaJla OT PajJOCTH, Korga crebesiek CTajl HaKJIOHSATbCH MOJ ee
TIXECTbI0O M ONYCTWICA KakK pa3 Haja OapaxtawoummMmcs Kyprom,
KOCHYBUIKCb €ro Jivia.

— JlepxuTech kKpenko! — KpukHyJsa Maiis.

Xyx, mNouyBCTBOBaB ILUEKOTKY, KPEMKO YLENMWICSd 3a OBLIMHKY
CHayajla OJHOM pYKOH, IIOTOM JPYroM M HaKOHel| HOXKaMM C
BEJIMKOJIEMTHBIMU OCTPBIMM KOroTkamMu. OH Hauas MeAJIEHHO B30MpaTbCs
no crebenbKy, MOKa HE AOCTUT ero OCHOBaHHMsA. Ilocse yero omycTuics
Ha HOTH.

— Y¢! Kak 3710 6bl10 yXacHo! — npousHec OH, TSXeJO Ablllla. —
Ecan Obl He Moe MpUCYTCTBME ayxa, $, HaBepHO, caesajicd Obl
XepTBOi1 Balei 00JTJIMBOCTH.

— Kak BHI cebg uyBcTByeTe? — y4acT/IMBO cripocusia Maiid.

— Cnacub6o, crnacubo! — orserun Kypr, aepxach 3a rojopy. —
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Kak To/AbKO TMpoigeT HEMHOro roJIOBOKPYXeHHEe, s OTBeuy BaMm
noapoOHee.

Ho nuenka He moxpaanach orBera. Hajg TpaBor nokasanach ciaBka,
rHaBUIAsiICS 332 HACEKOMbIM. Mails MCMYraHHO TMPUXaJjach K 3eMJie U
3aMepsia B 3TOM [0JIOXEHHMHM, MOKa MTHUKA He TMpoJeresa. A Koraa
MMHYTY CNyCTS OHa MOAHSJACh M CTasa uckath rasamu Kypra, ero
yXe He ObLIo.

IToroga Mexay TeM MpOSICHWIACh, AOXAb MepecTas, M MyesKa
OTIPaBUJIACh B MYTh.
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Ky3Heuunk

Heunek Bbiaancs Ha ciaaBy! C paHHero yTpa Bce OblLJIO MOKPBITO
poCoOl0, a MOTOM HajJ JIECOM B30LIJIO COJIHLIE M OCBETHJIO KOCBIMH
JlydaMM 3eJIeHble JyXaWKH, KOTOpble 3acBepkasiu U 3absiecTesnu, Kak
yChINTAaHHbIE CAMOLBETHBIMU KAMHSIMH KOBPBI.

Maijig, npocHyBIUMCb, YCJbilllaja BOKPYr cebsd JIMKYIOLMe roJioca.
To pagoBaJuCb M TEJM BbICOKO Ha JAepeBbIX IMTHULbI, TyAead M
3BEHEJIM MOpXaBllMe B BO3JyXe M KOIMOLIMBLIMECS B MypaBe M KYCTax
XYKH, 0a00UKH ¥ MYLIKH.

Masedbkasd mnuesKa YIOTHO pacroJIOXWIacb B OTBEpPCTHH
apeBecHoi Kopbl. Tam Obl1O0 cyxo, Termno u Oe3onacHo. IlpaBaga, Ha
3ape 10 Hee J[OHecCd CTYK JAATJia MO JepeBy. A Ha MaJIleHbKOro
HAaCeKOMOIo, YKpbIBaBLUIErocs B TpELIMHAX KOpbl, 3TH 3BYKH
NpOM3BOAAT TaKoe Xe€ BIeyaT/JieHHe, KaK Ha Hac, KOrjga Mbl CJbILIMM
HOYBIO JIOMSIIMXCS B OKHO Haulero gaoMa rpaburenein. Ho ans Maitn
Bce o0o110Ch 6/1aronoJyyHo.

Ona BooOwmle ycTpounacb B CBOoeM  y0Oexwuilue  JOBOJIbHO
OCHOBaTeJibHO. B yKpoMHOHM 1lesike, TEMHOM M TNPOXJIAAHOM, OHa
caenasa cebe HeOOJIbLION 3amac Meay Ha cayuyal JOXAJIMBBIX JHEH, a
BXOJ B CBOE€ XWJHILE 3ajieruja BOCKOM, OCTaBUB JIMIIb HeO0OJIbILIOE
OTBepCTHE, YTOObI MOXHO ObLJIO BJIETaTh M BBLJIETATh.

C /NMKyIOUMM XYXXaHUEM BBHIMOPXHYJa B 3TO yTpo Maiia wu3
CBOEro JOMMKAa M OKYHYJaChb B 3aJIMTHIA COJHUEM MHp, MOJHad
HeTepneJMBOro OXuaaHud. B npo3payHoM 30/10TUCTOM BO3AYyXe OHa
Ka3aJach NbUIMHKOM, KOTOPYIO THas nepej coboro BeTep.

— CerogHs s BCcTpeuy uesioBeKa! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa OHa. — B Takyro
MOroAy M JIIOOW, HAaBEPHO, HE YTEPNAT U BbIMAYT HACIAAUTLCS MIPUPOJION.

Hukorga eiie He mnpuxoauiaoch Maiie BHAETb TaKoe MHOXECTBO
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HaceKoMbiX. OHM HOCHJIUCb TOBCIOAY, KPYXRWJIUCb, B3BMBAJIUChb K
He0y, YCTpeMAS/IMCb K 3eMJie, M3[laBas TaKOe BECEJI0€ M PajoCTHOe
ryfieH’e, 4YTO HeBOJIbHO 3apaXaJsii BCeX BOKPYT.

ManioTtka Maitga onycTunacb Ha TryCTO TOpPOCLIYK) TpaBOM M
uUBETaMM JIyXaiky. besnoBaTbie NyykuM KallKMU M KpPaCHbIM Mak
MaHuaM K cebe. Iluesnka monusa HEMHOro HekKTapy, KOTOpbIM OHa
Halula B Yallleuke KOJIOKOJIbYMKA, M colpasiacb OblJIO JIeTETb
Aajbllie, KakK BAPYr 3ameTwaa Bo3Jjie cebs, Ha crebesibke, CTpaHHOE
cyliecTBO. B nepBylo MMHYTY OHa McrnyraJjiacb, TOTOMY UTO He MOIJa
cebe npeACTaBUTb, UTOOBI Ha CBETE MOIVIO XHTb TaKoe 3€JIeHOE M
takoe Toluee crpawnamine. Ho cTtpax ObICTpO yYCTYynuJa MecCTo
J000NBITCTBY M, KaK MNpPUrBOXJAeHHas, Maiis ycraBuaacb Ha
JJIMHHOHOroro He3Hakomua. B Hauane el mokasaJsiocb, UTO Yy Hero
pora, HO TyT Xe OHa ybeawaach, 4TO 3TO OblI ero 100, HeoObIYaiHO
BbiJlaBaBILIMICA BIlepel M YBEHUYAHHbIH ABYMS OuU€Hb JJIMHHBIMKH M
TOHKMMH, KaK HHUTOYKHM, YCHMKaMU. Y TaMHCTBEHHOrO CYIIECTBa,
Ou€Hb CTPOMHOIO, ObIJIM KpPacHMBble MepeHHE HOXKHU U TOHKHE, MOUYTH
He3aMeTHble KPbUIbILLIKHA, HA KOTOPbIX, MOAyMaJsia MnueJsika, AajJieKo He
yjeTullib. A 0oJibllle BCEro ee Mnopasujii e€ro HernoMepHO BbICOKHE
3aj/lHMe HOTM, TOpYaBIlIME, KaK JBe OrpOMHbIE XOAYJH. Bechb OH Obla
3eJIeHOro LBeTa. B ero xUTpbiX rjasax 3acTblJIO BbipaXXeHHUe Aep30CTH
M YIMBJIEHHMS, HO 3JIOCTH B HMX He ObL10, a ckopee — ao0Opoayline u
MHpOJTIO0OHeE.

— UYrto BB TakK BbLIMYYWJIM HA MeHS CBOM OUM, MaMm3enab? —
CepAMUTO TMNpPOU3HEC OH, TMO-BUAMMOMY, PpaspaXeHHbIH CJAULIKOM
NpUCTAIbHBIM B3ragAoM Maiin. — Pa3Be Bbl HMKOrJa B XHU3HH He
BUaaaM Ky3Heunka? Uim, MoxeT ObiTb, Bbl BHICHXHBAeTe JAeTei?

— YT10 3a rynoctT¥ Bbl roBopute? — paccepauiachb Mnuesika. —
Ecan 6bl 9 gaxe yMena 3To jesiaTh, S HMKOTAA He MMO3BOJIMJIA Obl
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ceOe JIErKOMBICJIEHHO MOApPaXaThb CBALIEHHBIM O0S3aHHOCTSM Hallei
LlapHILbI.

JInuo Ky3HeuMKa TMPHHSJIO TaKOe KOMHUUYHOE BbIpaXeHHe, UTO
Maiisi, HecMOTps Ha gocagy, He MOIJIa He pacCMesiThCS.

— Hy u yauBuTenbHas xe Bbl, MaM3eJib! — pacxoxoTaJicsi B CBOIO
oyepelb M OH.

OTOT CcMex M TOBeJeHHE CTPAHHOrO CYLIECTBAa pa3rHeBaJu
MYesiKy.

— Yewmy Bbl Tak pagyetech? Bbl, kKaxeTcsi, Bcepbe3 JyMaeTe, 4TO s
MOTy KJIacThb sliilia, Jia elle TyT, Ha JyXxanke?

Ho B 3T0 MrHoBeHbe pa3fajics HEOXHIAHHO KaKOM-TO TpecK,
KY3HEYMK BOCKJMKHYJ «romas!» — u ucye3. OH B3BHJICS BBICOKO B
BO3[yX, He mnpuberas s 3TOr0 K KpbUIbSM, M cAeaan 0e3yMHO
CMeJIblii, KaK IMOKa3ajJocb Maite, aAyrooOpasHbiii CKayok. A depe3
CeKYHIY OH YyXe OnsTb CHAeJ PpsSAoOM C Helw Ha JIUCTKe
KOJIOKOJIbUMKA, M TYeJiKa JaXe He YCINejaa 3aMETHTb, C KaKoW
CTOPOHBI OH Ha HEr0 BCKOYMJI.

Y IMBUTENIbHBIA TPBITYH TNPUHSJICS paccMaTpuBaTh Maiflo co Bcex
CTOPOH.

— Ja, — mnpoOTSHYJ OH Npe3pUTEeSIbHO, — BbI JENCTBUTEJIbHO He
npucrnocobsensl aad Kiaaaku suu... He BosHyiitech, MaM3enb, —
MPpOJOJXaJ OH, BUAS, YTO MUeJKa CEpPAUTO MOBEPHYJIACh K HEMY. —
Bbl, ecau He owmmbaroch, oca?

— Haxan! — cepaMTo BOCKJMKHYJAa OCKOpOJIeHHas TaKoil
Jaep3octbio Maiis.

Ho Ky3HeuMK OonsaT KPUKHYJI «romis!» — M ObLI TakoB.

— Her, 3T0T rpyOHMSH OKOHYAaTE/JbHO PacCTPOMJ MOM HEPBbI, —
cKa3saJjia ceOe mueJsika M pelln/ia yJeTeTh.

CavixanHoe Jm geno? Takoro ockopOseHMs el ellle HUKTO
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HUKOrga He HaHocua. IIpMHSTBH ee 3a ocy, 3a NMpPEeACTaBUTEbHULLY
3Toro pa3boitHuubero 6poasuero Hapoaa! BoamyTuresnbHo!
Ho B 3Ty MUHYTY Ky3HEUYHMK OMATb OYYTHJICS BO3Jje Maiiu.

— Mamaizenb, — NporoBopuJ OH, MOBOPAYMUBALCH K HeH, MpUUEM
ero 3agHMe HOrM H300pasuJM 4YacoBble CTPEJIKH, KOTAa OHHM
MOKa3bIBalOT TMOJIOBUHY CEAbMOIo, — MaM3esb, Bbl JOJKHBI MeHS

M3BUHUTb, €CJM S BpeMsl OT BpPEMEHM TaK CTPAHHO M HEOXWAAHHO
npepbiBal0 Haw pa3roBop. Ho g He BMHOBAT: 3TO HAXOAUT Ha MeHS
KaK-TO Cpa3y, U s AOJIXEH MpPbITHYTb, JOJXEH CKaKHYTb KyJa IJasa
MSasT... A Bbl yMeeTe MpbiraTb? — BJAPYr CIMPOCWI OH €e, U ero poT
PAacTSHYJICA B LUMPOKYIO YJIBIOKY.

Maiig HeBoOJIBHO 3acMesJ1ach.

— Kro BB Tako? — cnpocuna onHa. — Bbl obOsapaere
YAMBUTEbHBIM CBOMCTBOM pa3fpaxarTb.
— UYrto penatb? Bce yx MeHs 3HAOT TakKMM, — OTBETWJI OH M

COCTPOMJI MIPU 3TOM TAaKyH CMEWHYI rpUMacy, 4To Mmuejka He MorJa
MOHSTb, TOBOPUT JIU OH CEPbE3HO WM CMEETCS Haj Helo.

— 41 3pecb MHOCTpaHKa, — BEXJIMBO 3aMeTWJla OHa, — HWHaue 9,
KOHeuHo, 3Hana Obl Bac. Ho nmpouwy Bac 3anoMHUTb pa3 Hascerja,
4YTO 9 He oca, a MPUHAAIEeXY K CEMEICTBY Mues.

— Jla Beb 3TO OAHO U TO Xe! — BOCKJIMKHYJ Ky3HEUMK.

— Bbl HeBexaa, — C TpyAOM cAepXHBas HerojgoBaHWe, CKasaJja
Maita. — Tlorpyaurech, npu yAOOHOM cCJiyuae, BHMMATEJIbHO
paccMoTpeThb OcCy.

— 3auem? — HebOpexHO oTBeTHJ OH. — K yeMy McKaThb pasinuus,
KOTOpbI€ CYILECTBYIOT TOJIbKO B BooOpaxkeHMH? Bbl netaere, xanure
M He yMmeete npbiratb. Oca — Toxe. B ueM xe pazuuua?.. l'onnsa! —
M OH CHOBa Hcues.
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«Hy, Tenepp Hajgo oTcioaa Mpoub», — IMOAYMaJia MYesiKa, HO He
ycreJia OHa pacrpaBUThb Kpblibs, Kak ee co0ecefJHUK BHOBb OUYTHJICH
BO3JIe Hee.

— 3aBTpa OyayT npu3oBbie CKaukd B cagy nacropa 3l0HAennKa, —
ckasan oH. — He Xesaete M MoayuuTh BXOAHOM Ouiaer, Mam3esb?
Y Moeit cTapyxu ocTajiochb elle ABa, M $§ I0Jlarald, YTO OHa He
OTKaXeT YCTYIHUTb BaM OAuH. 51 Hajewch 3aBTpa MOOMTb PEKOPA.

— MeHsg 3TO Mano 3aHMMaeT, — OTBETWIA e€elle He
onpaBuBlUascad OT aocaabl Mais. — Krto ymeer sneratb, y TOro
MHTEepechbl TOBbILLIE.

Ky3Heunk rpoMKo pacxoxorascs.

— He 3asnaBaiitecb, MaM3esb, — npousHec oH. — JletaTb ymeloT
MHOIrME, a BOT IpbIraTh He BCIKHWI criocoOeH. [axe uesioBeK, M TOT
cTpeMuTcs K 3ToMy. Ha pHsIx s Bugen, kak mnactop 310HAENHMK
MOANPBLITHYJI TOUYTH Ha TMoJ-aplliMHA, XeJjass MOXBacTaTbCsi CBOMM
HCKYCCTBOM Ilepej 3Mmeeil, INepecekaslieir emy aopory. IIpu atom oH
Jaxe TPYOKy BBIPOHWI M HEe HarHyJicsd, 4toObl ee MoaHsATb. A yx 0e3
TpyOKkM — Kakoit 3to nactop! Bor mo yero moxoaut uecromobue!
3HaBaJl OJHOr0 Ky3HeuuKa, KOTOpbI TMOAINPBLIrMBaJ] Ha BBICOTY B
TpucTa pa3 0oJiblyl0, YeM ero CoOCTBeHHoe Tesao... Bor Buaurte,
Ternepb Bbl YAWBJSeTECb, MOJIUYMTE M, KOHEUYHO, pacKauBaeTeCb B
CBOMX JIEFKOMBICJIEHHBIX 3akialoueHusx! B Tpucra pa3 Bbiiie cebs!
Kto papyroit pewmntcs Ha Takoe puUCKOBaHHoe peno? [axe
BeJIMYaiilliee B MHpPe XHUBOTHOE — CJOH, MU TOT He B COCTOSIHHUH
cAesIaTb TaKoW MpbIXoK... Hy, uTo Xe Bbl MosiunTe, CyaapbiHs?

— Ia Beap Bbl Bce BpeMsi OosTaeTe M He JaeTe MHE BCTaBHUThb
c/10Bo! — BOCKJIMKHYJ1a Maiig.

— TIloxanyiicta, roBopute, — TIPUBETJIMBO TIPUIJIaCHUJI ee
KY3HEUHK, KPUKHYJ «roris!» M CHOBa mpornaJ.
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Iluenka, HecMOTpss Ha CBOK Jo0ocajy, OMNSATb pacxoxoTaJsacb. B
CBOEI XM3HM OHa He BMaesa Huyero nomooHoro. C OOHOI CTOPOHHI,
ee pasJpaxaJii HacMellKU Ky3HeuuKa, a C Jpyroi — OHa He MorJa
He YIMBJSATBCY €ro OmnbiTy M OOJAbIIMM MO3HaHWsAM. IlpaBpa, oHa
pacxoauaacb C HUM MO BOMPOCY O BAXHOM 3HAUYEHWUHU TpbIraHbd, HO
OblJla B BOCTOpPre OT BCEro TOro, YTO y3HaJia 3a CTOJb KOPOTKYIO
oeceny. XKasb, UTO 3TOT 3eJIeHbI CYOBEKT HE MOr JOJr0 yCHAETb Ha
OJHOM MeECTe: MHaye OHa 3akujasa Obl ero BOIPOCAMM.

ITouuMaeT 1M OH 93bIK Jwoaei? Beap oH gaxe ux uMeHa 3HaeT!
OHa ouyeHb XxoTesia Obl ero 00 3TOM CNIPOCHUTb, €CJIM TOJIBKO OH elle
pa3 BepHeTcs. A 3aTeM, el ObJIO MHTEPECHO, 4TO JAYMaeT OH O
NOMNbITKE TNMPUOIM3UTBCA K YEJIOBEKY, NMO3HAKOMHUTHCA C HHUM B €ro
COOCTBEHHOM >XWJIHLLE.

— Mawmsenb! — no3Basn ee BAPYr Ky3HEUMK, M OHa YBMAesaa, Kak
coceHMI cTebesieK CUJIBHO 3aKayaJsics.
— Tocnnogn! — B3apordHyJsia ot HeoxuaaHHocTH Maiis. — OTtkynaa

Bbl OMNSITb B3SIJIUCh?

— Jla 9 BCce BpeMsl TYT IMO0JIM30CTH.

— Ckaxwure, HeyXeJI1 Bbl TOCTOSSHHO CKaueTe, CaMMU He 3Hasi Kyaa?

— KoHeuyHo, — oTBeTHUJ Ky3HeuMkK. — A Kak Xe MHaue? PasBe
KOMY-HUOyaAb u3BecTHO Oyayuee? Hukomy. TosbKo Jsrylika ymeer
ero rnpejackasbiBaTb, HO OHa He pacKpbIBaeT CBOEH TAWHBI.

— OTkyaa Bbl CTOJIbKO 3HaeTe? — yAMBWIACbh myesjka. — A 93bIK
JIoJei Bbl MoOHUMaeTte?

— DTOT BOMpPOC, Ha KOTOPbI OYEHb TPYAHO JaTb OTBET, MaM3eJib.
Eule coBeplieHHO He [0Ka3aHO, €CTb JM BOOOLIE Yy Jiojei s3blK,
XOTSl OHM M3Jal0T KaKue-TO OTBpaTHUTesIbHble, HU Ha YTO HE MOXO0XUe
3BYKH, TPHU TOMOILUM KOTOPBIX OHHU OOBSACHSIOTCH APyl C APYIOM.
Muorma, BmnpoueM, ¥ y HUX HabaopgaeTcs cTpeMJieHHME K
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Osaro3syumio. S Buages pas, Kak JBa MaJIb4MKa, JAepXa Mexay
naJjibliaMM COJIOMMHKHM, OYJIM B HUX M30 BCEX CHJI, MOJiyuyas JOBOJIbHO
KPacuMBO€ XYXXaHHe, HECKOJIbKO HarOMHMHaBIllee TIoJIOC CTPEKO3bl,
HO, KOHEYHO, JaJIeKO He Takoe 3ByuYHoe. Bo BcIkoM ciyuae, OHM
CTapaloTCs rOBOPUTb. YTOAHO BaM ellle 4TO-HMOyap y3HaTb?  Beab
OYeHb OINbITHBIMN.

MU B Ty Xe cexkyHAy OH CHOBAa Mcue3 M yxe Oosibllie He
Bo3Bpaluasicsa. ManeHnbkas Maiig TiieTHO XjaJjia ero, ocMaTpuBaJa
KpyroMm TpaBy u uBeTbi. OH npomnan OeccieaHo.




L

,"‘ SN\ , !f
B //fﬁ/,///,




'/
W) RS
== b e

ITyxa

JKapkuit s1eTHUI JeHb CWIBHO YTOMMJ MajieHbKyl Maito. OHa
BSUIO JieTaJla CpeaM SpKo-3eJieHbIX KYCTOB B Cagy, IOKa He Halia
ce0e MPOXJIAfHBII YroJIOK B BETBSIX OTPOMHOIO KallTaHa, IMOJ CEHbIO
KOTOpPOro, Ha YTONTAHHOW TpaBe, ObUIM paccTaBJeHbl CTOJBI M
ckambM. Bce yka3sbiBasio Ha TO, UTO 3[€Cb FOTOBWIMCh PacnoJIOXHUTbCS
MO-JauYHOMY. Henopganeky KpacHeJa yepenuyHas Kpbillia
KPECTbSIHCKOTO JOMMKa, yBeHUaHHass HM3KON cJierka AbIMMBIIENICS
TpyOO¥.

[MTuenka OblIa yBepeHa, UYTO TeNepb-TO OHa, 0e3 COMHEHMS,
BCTPETUT UeJIOBEKA: BeJb OHAa mpolOpajiach NMOYTM K CaMOMy €ro
xuiblo. HaBepHo, MU 3TO JepeBOo, U 3TH CTPaHHble AepeBIHHbIE
COOpPYXEHHS MOoA HUM INPUHALJIEXaT JIIOASIM.

Bapyr uTo-TO mpoXxyXXaso Hajg caMbiM yxoM Maiu, U pagoM ¢
HEW, Ha JIUCT, TAe OHa cuzesa, onyctuiaacbh myxa. CHauasna oHa
3aMeTaslaCb IO €ero 3eJleHbIM XWJIKaM KaKMMHU-TO CTpPaHHBbIMU
MaJIeHbKMMHM TOJIJYKAMM TaK, UTO JABUXEHUS ee HOr CJMBAJINCh, U
MOXHO OBbLJIO MOAYMaTh, YTO OHA HE IMEpeABMrajach, a CKOJb3Wia
B3aJ M BHepea. 3aTeM OHa Hayaja MepeJieTaTh C OJHOro Kpas
3y0uaToro JIMCTa Ha [pYyroi, Ja TaK OBICTPO M IOPBIBUCTO, UTO
Kaszajiacb He Jerawoulerd, a npeiraomei. Ilo-BuauMomy, oHa
BBIMCKMBaJIa TakKMM o0pa3oM MecTeuko, rae wMoria Obl  ycecThbCs
noyaobHee. MHorna oHa HeOXHMAAHHO B3BMBAJIAch BBEPX M XYXXasa
C Takoi 0oJIe3HEHHOI TOCKOHM, CJIOBHO CTpajaja Ipu BUAE YEro-To
yXacHoro wiu Ooznena aymoi 3a 6eicTBMS MHMpa; 3aT€M OHa CHOBa
ONyCKaJlaCh M KaKk HM B YeM He OBbIBajJ0O Mpbiraja no JMCTY.
HakoHel, TMXO yceBLIKCb, OHA 3aMepJia.
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Maitga BHMMAaTeJIbHO CJieAnJia 3a MYXOH, a KOrga Ta YroMOHWJIach,
OHa TNMPUABUHYJIACh K HEM M BeXJIMBO CKa3aJa:

— 3apascreyitte! [JoOpo noxasoBaTh Ha Mo# JiucT. Hackosbko o
MOTy CYAUTb, BBl — MyXxa?

— A BaM-TO 4yTO? — OTBeTWJIa Ta B CBOI OYepeAab BONPOCOM. —
Moe ums Ilyxa, u 9 oueHb 3aHdTa. Bbl, KaxeTcd, XOTUTE IPOrHaTh
MeHd oTtcroaa?

— Yto Bbl! UTO BHI! — mnocnewnna ee ycrnokoutr Mais. — 4
Oo4yeHb paja C BaMU NMO3HAKOMHUThCS.

— 4 paymaw! — camMoyBepeHHO TIpoM3HecJa MyXxa M Ppe3Ko
cxBaTusa ce0s 3a roJIoBy, CJIOBHO XOTEJIa €€ OTOPBATb.

— Pagu bora! — wucnyraHHO BOCKJMKHYJIAa T4yeska. —
OctopoxHee!..

— He BosHyiiTECh MO-NTyCTOMY, — CHUCXOAMTEJIBHO NpOBOpYasa
MyXa ¥ Haua/ia MpOBOAMWTH JIAIIKAMHM MO KPbUIbSIM C TaKOW CHJIOH, UTO
OHM COBCEM 3arHyJiMCb KHM3y. — Bbl B 3TOM jJese HUYero He
noHumaere. HMmeiiTe B BUAY, UTO S — KOMHATHas Myxa, — C
ropaoCcThi0 nNpubaBuWIa OHAa, — W BbUIETEJA TOJBKO Ha OAHY
MUHYTKY, 4TOOBI MOABILIATE CBEXHM BO3AYXOM.

— Kak 3to uHTepecHo! — ¢ pagoctbio 3ametuna Mansg. —
3HauyuT, Bbl 3HaeTe 4yesaoBeka?

— Kak kapman cBoeit 100ku! — HeOpexHo orBetwia [lyxa. — 4 Benp
MOCTOSIHHO CHXY Ha jwoasx. Heyxenu BaM 3To HeusBecTHO? A’ elie
rOBOpSIT, YTO MYejbl — CMbILLIEHBIM Hapoa. Ilo kpaitHeir Mepe, BbI
CaMU He rnepecTaeTe 3TO YTBEPXAATh.

— Mens 30ByT Maiteit, — poOko ckasana muyenka, yAMBJISNACH,

OoTKyaa OepeTcs y [PYrMXx HAaceKOMBIX Takasd CaMOYBEPEHHOCTb,
TaKO€ CO3HaHWEe COOCTBEHHOro AOCTOMHCTBA M JaXe WHOrAa Takas
HAIJIOCTh.
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— Kax Obl Bac TaM HM 3BajM, a Bbl BCE-TAKM IJIyNbl, — JEP3KO
3asBUJIa MyXxa.

OHa cujesia HaXOXJMBIUMCh M HarnoOMMHAasNa NYLIKY, U3 KOTOPOi
coOupasuch BbICTPEUTb. ['0/10By M rpyAb OHa BHINSATHIA BIEped, a
HUXKHEM YacTbl0 TYJIOBMIA IUJIOTHO MNpPHUXaJiach K JIUCTY, IIOYTH
C/IMBLLUMCh C €ro MOBEPXHOCTHIO.

Maiis Obiia BHe ceOs OT HaHeceHHOro ei ockopbnenus. Hemonro
ayMmas, oHa Opocusnack Bapyr Ha Ilyxy M Kpemko cxBaTwia ee 3a

LLIMBOPOT.
— 4 mokaxy BaM, Kak rpyOuTb muese! — KpPUKHYJIa OHa.
Myxa xan00HO 3acToHana.
— Pamu Bora, He XanbTre MeHs! — B3Mosimsacb oHa. — ToJibKO
He XanabTe! DTO — eaMHCTBEHHOE, HAa 4YTO BBl CIOCOOHBI, HO 3TO

oueHb onacHo. Byabre 100pbI, yOepuTe mojaasblle Ty YacTh BalIEro
Tena, rae y Bac ckpeito Xxaso! IIlpomy Bac, ornycrtutre MeHsd, 9
caesalr0 Bce, UTO Bbl XOoTUTe... HeyXxesu Bbl He MOHMMaeTe IWIYTOK?
4 Beab mowyTtuaa... Beab KTO Xe He 3HaeT, YTO MUeJibl — CaMbie
yBaXxaeMble M MOryllecTBeHHble cpeau HacekoMmbix! Tosbko He
ybuBaiiTe MeHd, YMOJLSK Bac, — Bedb 53TO ObuIO Obl
HenomnpaBumo... 'ocnoau! U nmoueMy 3T0 HUKTO He MOHUMAET MOMUX
wyTok!..

— Hy, tax u ObiTh! — He 6e3 npe3penus npousHecna Maita. — S
NoAapl0 BaM XW3Hb, HO MpU YCJOBUM, UYTO Bbl COOOILIMTE MHE O
yeJIOBEKe BCE, YTO Bbl O HEM 3HaerTe.

— Ja g u 0e3 TOro xoresaa BaM pacckas3aTb O HeM! — pajJoCTHO
BockJMKHyaa Ilyxa. — Toabko He TporaiTe MeHs!

Maita Boinyctuna ee. Eit craso BApyr coBepuieHHO 0e3pa3/IMyHoO,
pacckaxeT JIM e YTO-HMOYyab MyXa WIM HeT, TaK KaK OHa moTepsia
K HeHl BcsKoe jJoBepue M yBaxeHue. «OnbIT TakKoOro XaJakKoro
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CyIleCTBA HE MOXET MMeTb Cepbe3HOro 3HaueHusi, — MoAyMaJia OHa.
ITo-BManMOMy, MHE MPUIAETCS CaMOW NMO3HAKOMHUTbCS C YEJIOBEKOM».

Ho mnosyuyeHHBIt ypOK He TMpolleJ AapoM IS MaJIeHbKOM MYXH.
Bopua u OpaHsicb, OHa pacnpaBuJia CBOM YCHMKM M KPBLJIBILIKH, CHJIbHO
MOCTpajaBlIMe OT TUCKOB MUEJIKH; 3aTEM HECKOJIbKO pa3 MOApPSA OHa
BBICYHYJIa M BTAHYJIa 0OpaTHO CBOi1 x000TOK, yero Maiie no Tex mop
He JAOBOAWIOCH BUAETD.

— Bbl MHe BBIBUXHYJM MOM XO0OTOK, COBCEM BBIBUXHYJIH! —
cokpyuieHHo B3gbixasia Ilyxa. — OueHb yX Bbl HEOCTOpPOXHbI. Bor,
MOCMOTPUTE CAMM: Bhl MHE PA3NARUIN BCE MOAYIIEYKM Ha Jarnkax.

— Pa3se y Bac ectb Ha Jsankax noaylleyku? — yOUBHJIACh
nyeJsika.

— Hy xoHeuHo ecTb... UTak, 4TO Bbl XOTUTE y3HAaTh O YeJsioBeKe? —
cnpocwia myxa. — Ecau yrogHo, 9 pacckaxy BaMm cjiyuyad U3 Moeu
coOCTBEHHOI XHU3HHU. Beap g Bbipoc/iIa cpeau JIIOei.

— Heyxenn? — ckasana Maiig.

— OueHp npocto! B yroske kOMHaThl, rae XWiI 4YeJOBEK, MOS
MaThb IMOJIOXWIA SMYKO, M3 KOTOpOro s IoToM M nosBwiacbk. Ha
OKOHHBIX TFapJMHax s JAeJjiajla CBOM MepBble LIark, a B NMPOCTPAHCTBE
mexay Ilunnepom u 'ete npoOoBasia CUIY CBOMX KPbIJIbEB.

— A uyto Ttakoe Illmnnep m Tlere? — mnoawOONBITCTBOBAA
nyeJsika.

Ilyxa oObsicHMIa eil, 4TO 3TO OIOCTHI ABYX JIIOJEi, HaBepHHKa
4eM-TO OTJMYMBLUMXCS. OHM CTOSIT y 3epKaja, Mo MpaBYI M JIEBYIO
CTOPOHY OT HEro, HO HUKTO He oOpalllaeT Ha HMX BHUMAaHHS.

Kak H3BECTHO, JIANKH MYyX CHAGXEHH NMPUAATOYHHIMH KOMOTKAMH MJIM NPUCACKHBATE]bHHMH
nogymeykamu, BuPaOaTHBAIOWIMMM JIMNKYIO XHAKOCTb, MNP TMOMOLIM KOTOPOil HAaCEKOMOE
MOXET NPUKPErAThC K npeameraM. (ITpumeu. pen.)
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Maiiga noumHTepecoBasiach, UTO TaKOe 3€pPKaJio U MOUEMY BO3JIE HEro
HaxoasaTcs ABa OrocTa.

— Ecau Bbl cTaHeTe Ha 3epkajio, — Hayaja el pacTOJIKOBbIBATh
MyXa, — TO CMOXETE YBHAETb CBOE OpIOIIKO. DTO O4YeHb 3a0aBHO.
Korga soam moaxoastT K 3epkajny, OHM OOBIKHOBEHHO WJIM TIJIaadT
cebs no BosiocaM, wiM TepebaT cBorw 6opoay. Ecam xe oHm ocrarorcd
OJIHM B KOMHATE, TO yJIbIOAIOTCH Nepej 3epKajioM, a KOraa Ipu 3TOM
ecTh elle KTOo-HuOyab, TO JesaloT cepbe3Hoe Jimuo. KakoBsa posib
3epkasa, s [0 CHUX IOop ellle He MOry noHaTb. MHe KaxeTcs, 3TO
npocto Oecriosie3Has Urpyiuka. B mepBbie AHM MOEro CylIeCTBOBaHHUS
3epKajio NMPUUYMUHSJIO MHE HeMasJlo CTpajaHWi, TaKk KakK {9 4acTo CO
BCEro pasMaxy yJaaps/iacb O Hero.

Ho Maiie 3Toro o0bdcHeHMs OblJIO MaJio, OHa IPOAOJIXKAJIA
paccnpamuBaTh [1yxy o uygecHoM npeamere.

— Ckaxwure, BH KOrga-HuOyab JeTaad Haj Boaow? —
JorajajiaCb HaKOHel MyxXa NpPHMBECTH IOAXOAsllee CpaBHEHHE. —
Hy Tak BoT, TOo Xe caMoe M 3epKaJio, — TOJbKO OHO TBEpPAOE M
CTOMT.

Buns, ¢ xakumM BHMMaHuMeM Maiia ee caymaet, Ilyxa cpenanach
NMPUBET/IMBEE, U S3bIK Y Hee IOCTeNeHHO pa3Bs3ajicd. XOTs Muesaka
BEpMUJIa [ajJieKO He BCEM paccKka3aM MYXH, OHa BCE Xe IMNOHSJa, UTO
HegooueHuaa Ilyxy.

A Ta npopoJsixana AOKJaAbIBaTh:

— He ckopo Hayumiach 9 $3bIKY JIOAeiH. ITO OUE€Hb TPYAHO, €CJIH
HE XMBellb C HUMHU psaoM. 3aTo Terepb s MX INMOHMMAK XOPOLIO.
BripoueM, kak mnpaBu10, OHM KaXAbli JeHb MOBTOPSIOT OAHO U TO
Xe.

— He moxer ObiTb! — Bo3pasusia Maits. — Beab y uesioBeka Tak
MHOIO MHTEPECcOB, CTOJIbKO BeJUKMX Mbicaein U gaena! Kaccanapa
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pacckasbiBaJla MHE, UTO JIIOAM CTPOST ropojaa, KOTOPbIX He 00/eTeThb
3a LIeJIbliA Je€Hb, U 0allHU, BbIIlIE KOTOPbIX HE MOXET TMOAHATbCH JaXe
Halla Lapulia; OHa paccKas3biBajla MHE, UTO Y HMX eCTh IJIaBalollue
JOMa M ellle MaJIeHbKHE JOMHKH, KOTOpble OBICTpEe NMTHUL[ MYaTCs M0
3eMJIE 10 JBYM Y3KHMM cepeOpsHBbIM JOPOXKaM...

— A xT1o Takas Kaccangpa? — nepeduna ee myxa.

— Ax, pa! — otBeruna Maiis. — 4 u 3a0bia, 4TO BBl ee He
3HaeTe. 3TO — MOSI BOCIIMTATEJIbHULIA.

— BocnuratenpHuua... 3HaA4YUT, TOXE TIuYesa, -— HeOpexHo
zaMetuna Ilyxa. — Hy, Torna MHe Bce sicHo. [JoJixHa BaM CKa3arThb,
yTo y Bamel rocnoxu KaccaHapbl HeT HHUKAKHUX HCTOPHUUYECKHUX
3HaHui. Bce 3T aoacCKHe COOpPYXEHHUsS], O KOTOPbIX Bbl TOJIBKO UYTO
YINOMSIHYJIM, HE MMEKOT /IS Hac pPOBHO HMKaKoro 3HaueHus. Henb3s
CMOTPETbh Ha MHMP TaKHUM HeENpPaKTHUYHBIM B3IJISJA0M, KakK 3TO
Jenaete Bbl, nuesabl. KTo He co3HaeT, YTO BCeJIEHHOW BJAJEIOT
MYXHM, YTO OHM — CaMble MHOTOYMCJIEHHble M CaMbleé BaXHble B
MHpe CYILIeCTBa, TOT, KOHEYHO, HE MOXET COCTaBUTh O HEM BepHOe
npeacTaBJieHHE.

C stumu caoBamu Ilyxa Bo30yxaeHHO 3a0erasa o JIMCTY M cTaJia
SHEpPrM4yHO KPYTUTb M pPBaTh CBOIO rosioBy. Maite gaxe XYTKOBAaTO
cTaJo.

— Bubi camu MoxeTe ybeautbcs, 4TO o npaBa, — npojosxana Ilyxa,
BOpouas CBOMMHM JIallIkaMM C TaKOM CWIOW, CJIOBHO OHa XOTeJla HX
BbIBEpHYTb. — IlonpoOyiiTe TOJBKO COCYMTATh, CKOJIBKO B KOMHATE
Joaen U CKoJIbKo MyX. Pe3ysibTaT npuBeaeT Bac B U3yMJIEHHE.

— Moxer ObITh, — cOIVIaCHJIaCh MMYeJiKa, — HO Belb HE B 3TOM
Jeno...

— A 3Haere M Bbl, — nepebuna ee sapyr Ilyxa, — uTo s Beab
JAByXJieTKa?
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— Her, He 3Halo...

— 4 yxe nepe3uMoBasia 3MMYy, — C TOpAOCTbIO nmpubaBuia OHA, —
MOW OINBIT JOXOAUT [0 JIEASHOrO MepHoja.

— Bam Henb34 0TKa3aTh B CMeJIOCTH, — 3aMeTusa Mainig.

— O pma! — noanpeirHyB Ha MecTe, BOCKJMKHyJa [lyxa. — Mul,

MYXH, CaMble OTBaXHble B MHpe CylLIecTBa. Bbl J0JXHBbI 3HATb, UTO
eCc/M Mbl 0€XHMM, TO TOJIBKO B KpPaiHEM cJyuae, a M TO MOUYTH BCeraa
Mbl HEMEJUIEHHO BO3BpallaeMmcs Hasajd... Cuaesu M Bbl Korma-Hubyab
Ha yesji0BeKe? — CIpocusia OHa BAPYT.

Maiisg nokauasa rojioBoi M HegoBepuMBO B3risiHysa Ha [lyxy. Ona
BCE e€lle He MOIJIa TOHSATb, KakK CJieAyeT €l OTHOCHUTbCS K 3TOH
XBaCTYHBE...

— Her! — orBetruna ona. — Jla u xakoi MHe UHTepec?

— Bbl rosopure Tak, INMOTOMY UTO He IOHHUMAETe 3TOro, Mos
munas. Ecau Obl Bbl XOTh pa3 B3IMISHYJM Ha Ty BECEJYIO HUIpy,
KOTOPYI0O § BEAy C YEeJOBEKOM B €ro JoMe, Bbl YMeEpJIU Obl OT
3aBuctd. Hy, Tak u ObITh, pacckaxy. B Moeit kKoMHaTe XMBET
CTapuK, NOAJEPXUBAIOLIMIA KPAaCHbIH LBET CBOEro HOCA KAaKUM-TO
CTpPaHHbIM HAINMUTKOM, CHNPSITAHHBIM Yy Hero B yIJoBoM Mukady. Y
3TOM XHWUJAKOCTU TIPUSTHBIA oOnbsHAKWMK 3anax. Korga crapuk
NOAXOAMT K I1uKady, OH pafoCTHO Yy/abl0aeTcss, U IJIa3KM y HEro
JenarTcd coBceM MajeHbKMMHM. OH Ha/JMBaeT HAMMUTOK B PIOMKY H,
Korja nbeT, CMOTPHUT BCerga Ha TIOTOJIOK — TaM JiM 9. S KuBaro emy,
OH NMPOBOAMT PYKOI mno Ji0y, Hocy M rybam, mokasbpiBas MHeE, Ky/Ja o
JOJI)XHA TIOTOM CaguThCcs. 3aTeM OH XMYpPHUT TIJiasa, LIMPOKO
packpblBaeT PpOT M ONyCKaeT 3aHaBeCKM Ha OKHax, uToObl
nocsaeo0eleHHOe COJIHLE He Melasio Hauei 3abase. [Tocse 3Toro oH
JIOXMUTCS Ha MOCTeJb, KOTOPYIO Ha3blBaeT AMBAHOM, M OYE€Hb CKOPO
HauMHAaeT HU3JaBaTb TIJIyXHe, XPpUIIble 3BYKH, JOCTABISIOLIHUE €EMY
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0oJsibiioe ya0BObCTBME... HO 00 3TOM COHHOM TMEHMM JIIOAEH MbI
MOroBOpUM MOApOOHEe B Apyroi pas... /g MeHs OHO — 3HakK, 4YTO o
MOry CJIeTeTb BHM3 M MPUCTYNUTb K aeny. CHauana s npUKIagbIBalOCh
K PIOMKe, TIJle OCTaBJIEHO KOe-uTO M Ha Mow Jo. S mnpekpacHO
NMOHMMAK0 4eJIOBeKa: IJIOTOK-APYIroM 3TOM XHUAKOCTHM OEUCTBYET
YAMBUTEJBHO BO30yXpawie. X1eOHYB BKYCHOIO HaluTKa, 1 IMOAIETAI0
K CNSILEMY M CaXyCh eMy Ha Jio0. DTa 4acTh €ro JiMLa pacroJjaraercs
MeXJy HOCOM M BOJIOCAMM U CJYXHUT A/ pa3MbllJIEeHUs, TTOTOMY 4YTO
JVIMHHBIE 00pO31bl, KOTOpBIE THHYTCd CIIpaBa HaJeBO, BCeraa
ABUXYTCS, KOrga OH JayMmaeT. A ec/JM 4eJioBeK CEpAUTCS, TO 3THU
JIMHUM 0eraioT CBepXy BHM3, M HaJ HOCOM o0pa3yeTcs BO3BbILLIEHHE.
Kax TOnBbKO 9 HauMHAKO TyJad9Th TYAa-ClIoJa IO 3TUM YI1yOJIeHUSM,
CTapUK TNPUHHUMAETCS JIOBUTb pykKoro Bo3ayx. Ho Tak kak g cuxy Ha
€ro MBICJIMTEJILHOM armnapaTe, TO OH HE MOXET Cpa3y OOHapyXWTb
MEeHS M TMbITaeTCsd CXBaTUTb MeHs B nycrore. HakoHeu oOH
JoragblBaeTcsi, B 4eM AeJi0o, ¥ C BOpYAHMEM YCTPEMJISETCS Ha MeHS.
Hy, mapnemyaszenp Maits — wiM Kak Bac TaM 30BYT, TYT Hajao
gepxaTtb yxo BocTtpo! S BuXYy mNpUOIMXKAIOLIYIOCHd PYKY M B
pellIUTeJIbHBIA MOMEHT OTJIETAal0 B CTOPOHY M XAy, IIOKa OH He
yOeauTcd, 4TO MeHs Ha Ji0y yxe HeT. Tak MrpaeM Mbl C HUM IO
KpaiiHeii Mepe B TeueHMe mojJydaca. Bel mnpeactaButrb ceOe He
MOXeTe, CKOJIbKO y uesioBeka TeprieHus! KoHuaercd 3abaBa 0OBIUHO
TeM, 4YTO OH BCKAaKMBaeT M pa3paxaeTcsi IIOTOKOM CJIOB,
J0Ka3bIBAKOIMX, KaKoe OH HebJsiarogapHoe co3aanue. Ho uto genatsn?
bnaropogHoe cepalie HUKOra He pacCUMTBIBAET Ha IPU3HATE Ib-
HOCTb... S ycaxuBaloCb Ha IOTOJIKE MU CJeXy 3a IposiBJeHUEM
4yeJI0BEYECKOil He0J1arojapHOCTH.

— He Mory ckasaTth, 4TOObBI 3TO MHE OCOOEHHO HpPaBWIOCh, —
ckaszasia Maits. — Beapb 3TO coBepilieHHO Oecriosie3Hoe 3aHSTHE.
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— A 1no-BauieMy MHeE C/J€0BajJi0 Obl MMOCTPOUTb y HEr0 Ha HOCY
COTOBYIO siUeMKy? — Bo3MyTwjach Ilyxa. — ¥V Bac HeT HMKAaKoOro
YyBCTBa IOMOpa, MOs Aoporas. A 4TO TaKOro MnoJie3HOro jJejaeTe Bbl
camu?

ManeHbkass mnyeska TrycTo mnokpacHesa. Ho oHa MoMeHTasbHO
OBJIafie/1a CO0010, UTOOBI MyXa HEe 3aMEeTWIa €€ CMYIIEHHS.

— Hacraner BpeMs, Koraa ¥ g HauHy JeJIaTh BEJMKOE M TOJIE3HOE
aeno, — ObICTPO BO3pa3usia oHa. — Ho mpexpae s xody y3HaTh, YTO
MPOMCXOAMUT Ha OeJIOM CBeTe...

Maiig nbiiasia orueM Bo30yXxaeHus U Haaexasl. A Ilyxa, He noHumas
ee nepeXuBaHMit, 6€33a00THO MNpBIraia 0 JKUCTY M BAPYT CIIPOCH/IA:

— Her n1m y Bac HeMHoro Meny, muas?

— K coxanenuio, HeT, — OTBeTWJa Imueaka. — S OXOTHO
yroctusa Obl Bac: Bedb Bbl TaK APYXEaOOHO CO MHOIO OecenoBaJiM.
Ho y MenHs Huuero Her... He pa3spemimte M Ha mnpoulaHbe
MpPEeAJIOXUTb BaM elle OJUH BOnpoc?

— CrnpawmuBaiite. 1 oTBeuy Ha Bce.

— S xotesia Obl y3HaTh, KaK MOMAcCTb MHE B IOM YeJIOBeKka?

— Bnerure Tyma, — Myapo M MpoOCTO MOCOBETOBAJIa MyXa.

— A xak 370 caenatb 6e3onacHo? — cripocusia Maiis.

— JXXnure, noka oTKpoeTcs Kakoe-HMOyab okHO. Ho BHMMaTebHO
3aMeTbTe BbixoA. Ecqu Bbl ero nmoToM He Haijaete, TO JIETUTE Ha
cBeT. OKOH B KaxjaoM JaoMe xBataeT. Hajgo Toibko cMoTpeTh, rue
CBETUT COJIHLIe. BBl XxoTHTE momnacTb Tyjaa ceiuac xe?

— Jla, — orBeTMna nuesnka, noxumas pyky Ilyxe. — Ilpowaitite
1 OyabTe 370pOBBI.

C Tuxum, 06e33ab0THBIM  XyXXaHueM Maiis  B3MaxHysa
OJIECTAILIMMHM KpBUIBILIKAMM M T1I0JIET€Ja K IIOKPBITOH LBETaMH
JlyXa¥ike, 4ToObl pa3go0biTh cede TaM HEMHOIrO eJbl.
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B cergax mayka

BcTtpeua ¢ Myxoi npousBesa Ha Maiio He OYeHb NPHUSTHOE
BreuatjieHue. Eil He XxoTes0Ch BEpUTb, UYTO Bce cKa3daHHoe Ilyxoi
npo Jjwoaei — npaBaa. [Iuenka npuBBIKJIAa AYMaTbh O YeJIOBeKe
MHaye: OHa CYMTasla ero CylecCTBOM BBICIIMM M NpPEeKpPaCHbIM M He
MorJia TpeacTaBUTb ero cebe B CMEIIHOM WM HebJarornpusiTHOM
ceete... OHa pgaxe He peliajacb, HECMOTPS Ha COBET MYXH,
npubIN3UTbCS K ero Xuauiny. Beap eue HeusBecTHO, OyaeT
JU 3TO €My MNpHUATHO. A OBITB KOMY-TO B THroctb Maiigs He

xotena. OHa BcnomHuaa caoBa Kaccaugpe: «JIrogm — po0pwl u
MYIpHI. OHu CHJIbHBI MU MOryleCTBEHHBHI, HO He
3710ynoTpebasd0T CBOEM Molblo. Bcrogy oHM co3aaloT MOPSAOK U
OnarococtrosHue. OHM  OnaroxesnatesbHbl K  MYEJTHUHOMY

NnJieMeHH, U MOTOMY-TO Mbl JOBEPSIEM MM M pasfesiseM C HUMH
Ham Mefd. JlloagM OCTaBJASKOT €ro HaM BIIOJIHE AOCTATOYHO AJIS
3MMbl U 3a00T9TCS O TOM, 4YTOOBI Mbl HE CTpajaM OT MOpO3a M
OT HamMuX BparoB. Mano ecTb CBOOOJHBIX XHBBIX CYIIECTB,
KOTOpble Obl, KaK Muesbl, APYXHUJIHU C YEJOBEKOM M J0OPOBOJIBHO
eMy cayxuau. Tbl HaBepHsSKa YCJABIUIMIIbL Cpead HaCeKOMBIX
rojoca Tex, KTO AYPHO oT3biBaeTcd o Jwoasax. He Bepp um.
BeiBanin cnyuan, Korga  HepasyMHble IYeJIMHblE  pOJbI
nepeceyisJuCh B JileCa M NBITAJUCh YCTPOUTbCHY TaM 0e3 moMolu
yesoBeka. Ho TakuMe mNOMBITKM TMOYTH BCerga KOHYAJIMUCh
niaueBHo. Ham Mmex n1004T OueHb MHOrME, M HEpPEAKO LieJbie
yJbH CO BCEMH MX MOCTPOMKAMM M 3amacaMu MOrubajau TOJIbKO OT-
TOr0, YTO pa3Hbleé XaJHble U IJIynble 3BEPU CTPEMHJIMCh 3aBJIaJIETh
MeOM».

Tak rosopuna Kaccangpa. U no tex nop, peminna Maiigd, noka oHa
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He yOeaurcd COOCTBEHHBIMM TIJ1a3aMM B [POTHBOIOJIOXHOM, OHa
TBEPAO OyJaeT BepUTb B UCTUHY 3THX CJIOB.

Boiio yxe paneko 3a mnoageHb. CoJsiHLE OCBellaso BLICOKHE
g6,104M 00JIbIIOrO caja, yepe3 KOTOpPHIM MposieTana nyeska. JdepeBbs
yXe OoTuBesu, M Maiid BCIOMHM/IA, Y4TO elle COBCEM HEJAaBHO OHM
CBEPKaJIM MHOXECTBOM pa3HOLUBETHbIX BEHYMKOB, MMOAHMMABILUMX K
ronyooMy HeOy CBOM SCHBIE M 4YUCTbie TrosioBKM. Biaroyxaunue
BO3JlyXa M SIpKOe CHUSIHUE JIETHErO AHS OMbSHSJIM MYEJKY, HaMoJHSS
ee cepale 0J1aXXeHCTBOM, M OHa pajoBaJjiaChb CYACThI0 XWUTb Ha 3TOM
BEJIMKOW U NMPEKpPaCHOM 3eMJie.

B koHILIe casa MesibKau Oesibie 3Be31000pa3Hbie KYCThl XaCMHMHA C
MX HEXHBIMH XEJITHIMU JIMUMKAMHU, OKAWMJIEHHBIMM O€I0CHEXHBIMU
BeHUMKaMHU. TUXHI BeTepoK JOHOCHMA A0 Maiim ux ciagkuii apoMar.
A Kak xopoluu ObIM JMMbI, CTOABIIME B MosHoM uBety! ITueska c
YAOBOJIbCTBMEM B3IJISHYJla Ha 3TU BBICOKME CTpOTMe JepeBbsi, B
BEpXYLIKaxX KOTOPBIX [J0JIr0O, O CaMOro Mno3aHero Beyepa, 30JIOTSTCS
JIyuM 3aXOAsilero CoJiHLa.

Hanpasaggce K KycraM XacMuHa, Maits yBuaesa moj co0oit paabl
eXEeBUKU, Ha KOTOpOi YyXe TMOSIBUJINCh TepBble 3eJieHble SIrOAKH.
Bapyr ona mouyBcTBoBasia y cebs Ha 0y M Ha IJieyax YTO-TO
CTPaHHOE, U B TO X€ MIHOBEHbE KaKasd-TO MeJjieHa MOKpblJia ee TeJio
TaK, UTO €M M0Ka3ajoch, OYATO €€ HEOXHAAHHO CBSA3aJM. Y [MMUEJKH
ObLZIO OLIYILEHWE, CJOBHO 4YbS-TO HEBMAMMAsd 3Jasd pykKa cpasy
CKOBaJjla el Jlanky U Kpbuibsi. Ei mouyauioch, 4TO OHa JIETUT BHU3
Ha 3emur0. Ho 3toro He cayuunoce. HecMoTps Ha TO uTO OHa
MOYTH HEe MOrJia MOolUeBeJIbHYThCS, OHAa He MajaJjia: Kakas-To Cujaa
YAMBUTEJ/NIBHO HEXHO M MArKO JepxaJjia ee B BO3ayxe, TO CJjerka
npunoabiMasi, TO BHOBb ONYyCKas, TO NOKauyuBas M3 CTOPOHbI B
CTOPOHY, — TaK JIETHUI BeTepOK MUrpaeTr C YMaBIUUM JIMCTKOM.
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Maiieit HauMHaN OBJIaieBaTb CTpPax, XOTS OHa ellle He MOHHUMAasa,
yero e 0oATbCcd, Belb OHa HE YYBCTBOBajia HMKakoi 0osu. Ho ona
CMYTHO CO3HaBaJjia, YTO €il rpo3UT Kakas-To HenpusitTHocTb. «Hapgo
Mmockopee IMpouyb OTCOAa, — noaymMana Maita. — IlonpoOyro
MOAHATYXHUTLCH, U, MOXET ObITb, MHE YAACTCH YHUTH».

Baopyr oHa 3ametuna y ceOS Ha TrpyAM QIMHHYK0 TOHKYIO
cepeOpUCTYI0 HUTb M OBICTPO CxBaTwia ee Jankoit... Yro Ttakoe?!
Hutbh noBucsa y Hee Ha pyke, NMpHUKJEWJach ¥ HM 3a YTO He XOTeJia
OTCTaBaTh... A BOT M BTOpasi Takas € HUTb — OHa MPOXOAUT yepes
Ijieyo... a BOT ellle OJHAa — HajA KpbUibsIMH... Bor ewe... ele...
Be3je BOKpPYr Maiiu BucesM B Bo3ayxe OsecTsilue KJEHKHUE HUTH.

Manenbkas mnyeska IpPOMKO KPHMKHYJa OT yXaca, MO0 MoHssa,
HaKOHELl, YTO CJYYMUJIOCh: OHA OblJ1a B CETAX MaykKa.

Ee rpomkue pbiJjaHMS M BOIUIM TYJIKO Pas3HECTUCh IO 3aJIUTOMY
COJIHEUYHBIM CBETOM cajay, rae 0e33a00THO TMOpxajd HaceKOMbiE M
nTvubl. Bausko, coBceM 6.sm3ko Osaroyxan xacMud. OHa xorena
BKYCHUTb ero apoMara... M Bapyr — koneu!..

Mumo Maiin nposeres  KPOXOTHbIM CHMHEBATbIi  MOTbLIEK,
KOPUYHEBBIE MATHBILIKY KOTOPOro 0JIeCTe/NH, KaK MEb.

— Ax, OeaHsixka! — BOCKJMKHYJI OH IpH BUAE HecyacTHoil. — [a
Oynmer Bam Jjierka cMepTb! SI He Mory BaM, K COXaJIEHHIO, MOMOUYb.
Beab M MeHs XAET Takas Xe cyab0a, U, MOXET ObITh, JaXe B 3Ty
Houb. Ho mnoka s eme xxuB — u s cuactiimB! Ilpowaitte! He
3a0bIBaiiTe O COJIHLIE, KOrga OyaeTe CraTb MEPTBBIM CHOM...

U oH ynopxHys, ynuBascb LBeTaMH, SPKUM JHEM U CBOUM
CUaCTheM.

Y ManeHbKOHW mNUeJNIKM BBICTYNMMJIM Ha IVia3axX cje3bl, U BCSIKOE
caMoo0J1afaHue MokMHyJ0 ee. OHAa Havyaja OTYaSHHO OMTbCS CBOMMH
CKOBAaHHBIMM KpPBUIBILIKAMM M HOraMM, OHa Kpuyaja, pbiaaja U
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rpOMKO 3BaJia Ha MOMOIIb caMa He 3Has koro. Ho ueM GoJibllie oHa
pBajJlach M MeTajach, TeM OO0Jibllie 3amyThiBajach B ceTdX. TyT-To
NpUIIOMHWIA OHa mnpepocrepexeHne Kaccanapei: «beperncs cereit
rnayka, rjge Hac XAeT MYUuTeJbHas CMepTb. OTO — XUTPoe H
OeccepaieuHoe XMBOTHOE, U YITH M3 €ro Jiall OYeHb TPYJHO».

Crpax Maiin cmenwics otuassHueM. M3o0 Bcex cuan aepHysa oHa
ONyTaBLUME €€ HUTH, U XOTS e IOKa3ajaoCh, UTO Ie-TO OJHA U3 HHX,
NoAfepXHBaBllas BCKO CEeTb, KaK OyATO pa3opBajsach, HO OHa SICHO
OlllyIllajia, YTO C KaXIbIM JBMXEHHEM €€ TeJO0 Bce Oosiblie M 0oJiblue
3acTpeBaeT B MayTHHe.

ITyenka coBceM M3MyunIach M NMpUTHUXJIA. Bapyr oHa 3ameTnna nop
0OJIBIINM JIMCTOM €XEBHMKH, COBceM O0JM3KO OT celOsd, — mayka.
TpyaHo onucath ee yxac, Korga oHa CMOTpeJia Ha 3TO OrpOMHOe
YyJOBHIIE, TUXO CHAEBIIEE B CBOEM yOeXHIlEe M XAyllee A00bIuM.
B rnasax mayka 3acTbI0O XeCTOKOe TepreHHe M IOJIHOe
paBHOAYLIHE.

ITyenka onsdTh rpoMKO KpHMKHyJla. Hukorga euje B rosoce ee He
OBLIO CTOJIBKO IrOps M CTpajiaHus. DTO CEpPOE BOJIOCATOE CYLIECTBO C
ero 3/JibiIM PTOM M BBICOKMMM HOramMy, Ha KOTOpPBIX €ro TYJIOBHIIE
MOKOWJIOCh, KaK Ha IMOACTaBKe, ObLJIO CTpalllHEe CaMOil CMEepTH.
BoT-BoT OpocuTCcs OHO Ha Maifl0 M MOJIOXUT KOHEL €€ XHU3HHU!..

BHe3anHo mnuesnkoil oOBJsagesa Takas SpOCTb, KAaKOM OHa elle
HUKOrAa He McnbiThiBasia. OHa MCnycTHaa pe3Kuit 00eBOM KINY ee
IJIEMEHM, XOPOLIO BCEM 3HAKOMBIA M TPO3HBIA, M, M03a0bIB NpO
CTpax, pelinaa 00pOTbCS C BparoM 0 MOCJAEAHEN MMUHYTHI.

— Bubl goporo 3amsaTuTe MHe 3a Ballle KOBapcTBO! — KpHKHYJa
oHa mnayky. — A Hy-ka uaute cioga! Bel y3HaeTe, uTO Takoe
nuena!

Ho YyJOBHIII€ OCTaBaJJIOChb HEIMOABHXHBIM. OT Hero BesJIO TaKOH
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XYyTblO, UYTO JaXxe y HaceKkoMoro mnokpynHee Maitn mnoxosiogesna Obl
KPOBb.

B cBoeM rueBe OeqHasi XepTBa CHOBAa pBaHyJacb U — Kpak! —
obopBasia MJIMHHYI0 HHUTb, T[OAAEPXHMBABIIYI0 TMayTHHY COOKY.
IMocneansis npeaHa3Hayasach, MO-BUAMMOMY, Ui HEOO/BIIMX MYX M
MOLLIEK.

Ho, pasopBaB HuTb, Maiig 3anyTtanach eiue 6oJiblile.

IMayk npubau3wiIcd K HeH IMOYTH BIUVIOTHYIO, YXBaTWJCHd 3a
NMayTHHKY, BOKPYT KOTOpOi OHa On1ach HOraMu, ¥ CEpAUTO KPUKHYJI:

— Kak BBl cMeeTe moptutb MoK ceTb? UTo Bam TyT Hajmo? Maio
BaM MecTa Ha cBete, uTo Ju? Uero Bbl jie3eTe B 00OMTE/]b MHPHOIO
OoTLIe/IbHUKA?

Takux CJIOB NMuesika HUKaK He oxwupasa!

— S HeuwasgHHO... 51 momasna coga HeyasHHO... — 3aJiereTajia OHa
3aJ]pOXaBILIMM OT HaAeXbl rojsocoM. — 5l He 3aMeTWsia Ballly CETb M
3amnyTaJsiacb B Hei... [IpocTure, moxanyicra...

Kak Hu orBpaTuTenbHO ObLIO 4yaoBHILE, HO Maite mokas3asiocs,
4TO y HEero He OblLJIO 3/IbIX HaMEepPeHHUIA.

IMayk mogBuHyJ/ICA K Hel ele Oauxe.

— B#I fmeiicTBUTEIBHO OYEHDb CWIbHOE, XOTS MaJIeHbKOe CO3JjaHue, —
MpOU3HeC OH, BBIMTYCKas OT M3 OAHOH, TO U3 APYroil HOrM KaKoe-To
BellleCTBO.

Hutp 3akonebanace. BbUI0 yAMBHUTENBHO, KaK MoOIJIa TOHKas
NMayTHHKA BbIAEPXHUBATb TIXECTb TAKOro 00JIbLIOr0 HaCEKOMOTO.

— Buinycture MeHs! — B3amosmsiach Maits. — S Oyay BaMm Bek
os1arogapHa!l
— 4 3arem M nogoluen K BaM, — CTPaHHO YCMeXasiCb, IPOU3HEC

nayk. HecMoTps Ha TO uTOo OH yablOasicd, BUA y Hero OblI1 3/10M M
xutpelit. — CBouM OapaxTaHbeM Bbl MHE MCIIOPTHJIM BCE Moe
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CoOpyXeHHue, — mnpoaosixan oH. — [locuanrte MUHYTKY CIOKOWMHO, U
9 ocBOOOXY Bac.

— O, cnacubo, crracubo! — pasOCTHO BOCKJIMKHYJIA MYeJiKa.

Yynosuule OblIO yXe pdAoM C Hel M ObicTpo yOeausioch, Kak
Kpenko 3anyTaJjiacb Maisd B ero nayTvHe.

— A rze Baule XxaJio? — CMpOCHJ] Mayk.

Boxe! Kakoit y Hero 3100HbI, kakoi rHycHblit Bua! Iluenka
B3POTHYyJla OT OTBpAllleHUs MpPU MBICIM, UTO OH MOXET K HeH
NpUKOCHYTbcs. Ho oHa nmoaaBuia 3TO UyBCTBO M OTBETHJIA BO3MOXHO
CMIOKOMHEE U BEXJIMBEE:

— He 6ecnokoittech 0 HeM. S BTIHY ero BHYTpb, M TOT/la OHO HeE
MOXET HUKOMY MPUUUHUTbL Bpeja.

— B TakoM cnyuae caenaite 3TO, Moxanyiucra. A Tenepb CHUAUTE
CMOKOMHO... AX, Kakas aocaaa! Kak Bbl MHe MCITOPTHJIM MOIO CETb!..

Manenbkas Maiisg nocnayiHo 3acTbisla Ha cBoeM MecTe. Bapyr oHa
NMOYyBCTBOBajia, UTO HauyuMHaeT ObICTPO-ObICTPO BepTeThCd... Eit
cAeslasloch AYPHO, M OHA Ha MMHYTY 3akpbLia riasa.. Ho uto xe ato
takoe?.. B yXxace oHa ocMoTpesiach M yBHieJia, UTO BCE €€ TeJO ObLIO
TYro OoOBMTO CBEXEi JIMIIKON HHUTbIO, KOTOPYIO Mayk, MO-BUAMMOMY,
TOJIbKO YTO BBITYCTHJI.

— O T'ocnoau! — npolenTana oHa APOXAalLUM TOJIOCOM.

Bosiblie OHa HMYero He ckasaja, SCHO OLLYTHB HEU30EXHOCTb
cMepTtd. JIMwib Ternepp OHa OCO3Hajsa KOBAapCTBO uyjaoBHIA, MO0
cuaesia y Hero B IJIEHY MpouHee, YeM paHbllie, He BUAL CraceHMus.
OHa He MorJia gaxe MolIeBeJbHYTbCS.

Maita He wucnbiTbiBasa 00JiblU€ HUM SPOCTH, HHU THEBa, M
OeckoHeyHasd TrpycTb HamnosiHsaJa ee cepaue. Pa3se Moraa oHa 3HaTh,
YTO Ha CBETe eCTb CTOJIbKO 3J0ro M crpawHoro? [la, Tenepp —
KoHel... «[Ipowai, €dcHoe conHbILIKO, MpollaiTe, mnoapyru! —
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nogyMana oHa. — AX, 3aueM s Bac nokuHysna? Ilpowairte! S
ymupamo!»...

[Tayxk, caenas cBoe fgesio, oToaBUHYJICS Hasan. OH Bce emie Oosics
Xaja CBOEH XepTBHI.

— Hy, kak Bbl cebs uyBcTByeTe, MajlOTKa? — HacCMELJIUBO
CIPOCHJT OH.

[Tuenka paxe He ygocTousa MyuuTtesiss oTBeToM. UyThb noroasd oHa
B3MOJIWIACh:

— V0eiiTe MeHs mockopee, npoiy Bac!

Kak Obl He Tak! — OTBeTHMa1 MNyK, CBS3biBasg pa3opBaHHbIE
HuTU. — U He nmogymaro! 51 He Tak ryn, kak Bbl. Ecaiu ocraBUTb
BaC TakK BHCeTb J0Jiroe BpeMsi, TO Bbl BCe PaBHO yMpeTe, UM i YCHelo
BbICOCAaTh Ballly KpOBb IIOCJie Balleil KOHYMHBI, KOrjaa Bbl yXe He
cMoxeTe XaauTb. JKaab TOJbKO, YTO Bbl He MOXeTe BHMIETb, KakK
MCNIOPTWIM MOKO CETh: TOTAA Bbl MOHS/IM Obl, YTO BIIOJIHE 3aCJYXHJIH
CMEpPTbh.

C 3TMMHM C10BaMH OH OBICTPO CIYCTHMJICS Ha 3€MJIIO, 3aKpenuy Ha
KaMHe KOHel| 3aHOBO COTKAHHOW MM HMTHU M TYro HaTsaHyJ. 3aTeM OH
CHOBa TOJHSJICS HaBepX, CXBaTWI TOJICTYI0 NMayTHUHKY, Ha KOTOPOW
BMCe/a 3amyTaBluasics Maiis, ¥ MeasleHHO MOTAalWI €€ B CTOPOHY
BMeCTe C IJIEHHHULIEMN.

— IlepeitneM-ka B TeHb, MO MHUJIasd. A He TO COJIHBILUKO C/JIMLIKOM
BBICYLUUT Bac. Kpome Toro, Bbl oTnyruBaeTe Apyrmx MOMX rocrei, aa
M CJ1aBKaM MOXET IPHUIATH B rOJIOBY MbIC/Ib ONMYCTOLIUTb MOIO CETb...
Kcratu, BaM, MoXeT ObITb, MHTEPECHO 3HaThb, C KEM HMeeTe AeN0, —
®oma Kpecrosuk. Kakx Bac 30Byr — MHe Oe3passnudo. I'1aBHoe —
Bbl 0€3yCJIOBHO JIAKOMBIi1 KYCOUEK...

HecuacTHass Maiis, cBsi3aHHasi MO pyKaM M HOram, ocTajlaCb B TEHH
eXeBUKH, BO BJIaCTM XECTOKOro rmnayka, 3ajaBlierocs LeJblo
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3aMyYUTb ee MeJIEHHOM rojiogHon cMepTbio. OHa BHceJsia roJIOBOM BHHU3
¥ 4YyBCTBOBaJa, YTO JOJINO TaK He BbiAepXUT. OHa 3Bajsia Ha MOMOLLb,
HO ee KPMKHM 3By4yaim Bce csabee u cnabee. [Ja M KTo Mor eit MmoMoub?
PoagHble — TaM, gomMa, — He 3HaJIM, KaKOe C Hel NPHKIIOYUIOCH
HeCYacTbe M He MOIJIU ee CMacCTH.

Bapyr rme-to BHM3y, B TpaBe, OHa YC/bllllaja CepAUTbIN
BO3rJ1ac:

— IIpoub ¢ goporu!

U3myueHHOe cepaeyko mMueJKH TpoMKo 3actyvasio. OHa cpasy
y3Hasna rosoc xyka Kypra, ueit pasroBop ¢ Udu oHa HemaBHO
noAcjyiiajga ¥ KOTOpoMy nomorsia B Gene.

— Kypr! — kpukHysa oHa 130 Bcex cuia. — Mwuabiit Kyprt!

— IIpousb c poporn! — nMpoao/IXan XOPOXOPUTHCS CUHUHA XYK.

— Jla g He cTow0 y Bac Ha jgopore, Kypr! — BockiukHysna Maitg. —
S nonasna B ceTH mayka.

— Ho kxTo Bbl Takasi? — crnpocun Xyk. — MeHs-ToO 3HaIOT BCe, HO

caM s MHOTHMX He 3Halo.

— 4 nuenka Maitg. O, yMossio Bac, crnacute MeHs!

— Maiig? Maitg? Ax pa, npunomuHaio! Bbl HegaBHO cO MHOIO
MO3HaKOMUJIHUCh... UepT Bo3bmu! Hano npusHatbcs, 4TO BBl Monajauv B
JOBOJIbHO LIEKOT/IMBOE noJioxeHue! TyT aeicTBUTEIbHO HeoOXxoauMma
Mosi nmomollub. K cuactblo, 9 ceifuac He oueHb 3aHSAT U HE OTKaXy BaM
B COJIEMCTBMHM.

— O, muabiit Kypr! He MoxeTte sim Bbl pazopBaTh 3TU HUTHU?

— Pasopsatb 3™ HuTKM? [la Bbl OCKOpOMTb MEHS XOTHUTE, YTO
m? — U Kypr xnonHya ceds nmo Myckyaam. Barisaure, Mamorka,
Ha 3TU MbIIILbI: Beagb 3T0 uucrtas crasab! Tako# cuaoir, kak 4,
obsagmaer He Bcakvi. S Mory chaesaTh M KOe-uTO NOTPYJAHEE, UYEM
pa3opBaTh napy MayTHH...
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Xyk BckapabOkajics Ha JIMCT, B3si1 JEpXaBIIYI0 IYEJKY HHTb,
KpEenko 3a Hee yxBaTwicd M notsaHyia. OHa obopBasnach M MoJieTesna
BMecTe ¢ KyproMm Ha 3eMuto.

— ODTO TOABKO HayajJo, — ckKas3aa oH. — Ho g BMXy, MaiioTka
Maiis, yto BBl BCH ApoxuTe. AX, Kak Bbl OsieaHbl, Oeawsxka! Hy
pa3Be MOXHO Tak 0Oosstecs cmeptu? Hapmo cmesno cMorperb eit B
rnasa. § Bceraa tak genaro... Hy a tenepb s CHUMY C Bac IyThl.

Manenbkass mnueska He MoIJIa BBIMOJBUTbL HHM cjoBa. Cresbl
pajgocTH Tekad y Hee mno mekaM. O”a Oyger cBoboaHa, cHOBa Oyger
HacaaXJaThCd COJHEUHBIM CBETOM, IMOJETUT KyAa 3axouer, Oyaer
XHUTBb!..

Bapyr oHa 3ameTnsa, 4YTO ee Bpar CIyCKaeTcs MO KYCTY
eXeBHKH.

— Kypt! — B yxace 3akpuuana oHa. — Kypr! Ilayk uger!..

Ho xykx Tonpko ycmexHyscsi. OH 3HaJ, 4TO MpHpoAa co3jaalia ero
CWIbHBIM U XpaOpbIM.

— CoBeTyl0o eMy XOpOLIEHbKO MOAyMaTb, — CIOKOMHO CKa3saJ
OH.

B Ty Xe MMHYTY Haag HMMHM pasjalsici CepaAMTbIM, TpPecKyuui
roJioc:

— Pa3s6oituuk! I'paburens! Kapayn!.. Kak cMeelib Tbl, TOJICTBIi
00.1BaH, OTHMMATh y MEHS MO0 A00bIuy?

— He Bosnyi#ttecn, cymapb, — HeBO3MyTHMMO oTBeTHM1 Kypr, —
3TO He Bama J00blua, a MOS NpusTeabHULA... M ecan Bbl ckaxere
elle XOThb CJIOBO, KOTOPOE MHE He IMOHPAaBHUTCS, S M30pBY BCIO Bally
nayTtuHy!.. A! Bbl, 9 BUXY, BADYr YMOJIKJH... B ueM nmeno?..

— Co0OcTBEHHO roBOpsi... — CMYILUEHHO Hayas Mayk.

— CoBeTyl0 BaM He pa3roBapuMBaTh M yOMpaThCcs mnojaiblue! —
nepeOW1 ero Xyk.
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IMayk Opocmn Ha Hero moOJIHBIH HEHABUCTH B3IJIs[, YBH/AEB CBOIO
UCTEP3aHHYI0 MayTHHY, PELIMTEJNbHO IIOBEPHYJ Ha3aja, BopYa M
pyrasce cebe mojg Hoc. Beap y 3TOro MOXHATOro XykKa TaKoM
MJIOTHBI MaHLUMPb, YTO €ro HMKaKMMHM 3y0aMH He MNPOKYCHIUb...
Huuero ¢ HMM He nopesaewb... ¥ npokjnHas uapsiyi B MHpe
HecnipaBeanBoctb, @®oma KpecToBuk 3a0uiacs moj yBsALLMIA
JINCT...

Tem BpemeneM Kypt coBcem ocBoboaun MamoTtky Maino. OH
pa3opBaJl BCe JIMIIKME HUTH, CKOBABILUHME €€ KPBUIBILUKKM U HOXKH, U
MyesKa CTajJla paJioCTHO pacrnpaBJisiTb CBOM WiIeHbl — IpaBja, OYeHb
MeJJIEHHO, TaK KaK OHa CHJIbHO ocJiabesia M Bce elle Apoxasa.

— 3albyabTe 0 TOM, YTO MPOM3OLILIO, — IOCOBETOBaJ €M XYK, — U
TOrga Bama ApoXb npekpaturca. [lompoOyiite-ka, ymeere JM BbI
elle JIeTaTb..

Maiis Bsmaxuyna KPBUIBIILIKAMM M C YAOBOJBCTBHEM YyOeausiach,
YTO OHM Y Hee He mnoBpexjeHbl. OHa THMXO mMojJieTesia K XacMHHY,
XaAHO Mpunaja K ero AYLIMCTOM valleyke, rae OHAa HalLIA MHOrO
MeJOBOro coka, a 3ateM BepHyJach k Kypry, kKoToporo ocraBusia B
TpaBe.

— Ot aywm Onarogapio Bac! — ropsdyo BOCKJIMKHYJa OHa B
BOCTOpPre OT BO3BpAlllEHHON el CBOOOHI.

— IIpuunmalo Bamy 06,1arogapHOCTb, — OTBETHJI C BaXHOCTBIO
Xyk. — 4 sacayxmn ee... Hy, nerure ¢ Borom! CoBetryio Bam
cerogHs BeyepoM Jieub INopaHblle cratb. Bam ganeko go gomy?

— Her, — otBetna Maiigs, — MuHyTH aBe. S XuBy B OyKOBOM
necy. ITpomaitte, Kypr! S uHukorna Bac He 3a0yany! Huxorma B
XHU3HH!
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Knon u MOTBIJIEK

CrpamiHoe  npuKJIKOYEeHMe C  naykoM  3actaBwio  Maitio
npusagymMatecsi. OTHbIHE OHa pelinaa ObiTh 00Jiee OCTOPOXHOM M
JieraTb He Tak cTpemurtesibHO. KoHeuHo, KaccaHapa npeaynpexniasa
ee 00 yrpoxarmlMx IyeJaM ONAacCHOCTSX, HO B MHMpPE OKa3aJoChb MX
ropa3go Oosbllie, 4YeM TpeanoJjaraja c€ BOCIUTATEJbHULA... A
noroMy — OJiaropa3ymMue ¥ BHUMaHue!

IIpaBga, muesika CTaHOBWJIACh PACCYAMTEJIBHON JIMIIb IO Bevepam,
KOrJja CyMEpPKM OKYTBIBaJIM 3€MJI0 M OHa UYyBCTBOBajia cebs
oauHokoi. CTOMJIO HAYyTPO BHIMJISHYTbh COJIHBIIIKY, M OHa 3a0biBasa
A00pYyI0 TMOJIOBMHY MPHUHATHIX €0 HaKaHyHe pelleHHi, MOoAAaBascCh
HENpeoAoJIMMOMY XEJIAHUK OKYHYTbCS C TOJIOBOH B BOJOBOPOT
XHU3HH.

OpHaxabl B KyCTaxX MaJIMHbl OHa BCTpPETW/Ia KaK0Oe-TO CTPaHHOe
HAacekoMoe, YIJIOBaToe, OYeHb IUJIOCKOe, C KpacHBbIM Y30pOM Ha
CMTIMHHOM  IMTKE, TIOXOXHMM Ha CJIOXEHHble KpbUIbS. OJTO
YAMBHUTEJIbHOE MaJIeHbKOE CO3JJaHHe THMXO CHIEJI0O Ha JILCTEe; ero rjasa
ObLJIM IOJy3aKPBITH, U OHO Ka3aJioCh ITOIPYXEHHBIM B TIJIy0OKYIO
3aJyMUYHBOCTb.

Maite 3axorenoch y3HaTh, 4TO 3TO0 ObUIO 3a cymectBo. OHa
nogjeresa K HeMy, yceaach noOJM30cTM M NOKJOHMAack. Ho
3araJloyHOe HACeKOMOe He 00paTH/IO He Hee HMKAKOro BHMMAaHHS.

— Ilocnywaitte, cygapb, — NpPOM3HEC/a IMUYeKa, CJAerka TOJKHYB
JIUCT, Ha KOTOPOM pa3MeCTHJICS He3HaKOMeLll.

Tor Mea/ieHHO OTKpbUJI OAMH IVIa3, B3MISHYJ Ha Maifio U B0
MpOMU3HeC:

— ITuena... MHoro Bac Tyr...

3aTeM OH CHOBA 3aKpbLI IV1a3 M OMNATb MOTrpy3nICsd B pa3gyMbe.
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«Kak crpanHo!» — mnoaymana Maiisa, TBepao pelIMB pa3raaaTh
TalHy Heu3BecTHOro cos3aanusd. OHa nomnpo0OoBana co0J1a3HUTh €ro
yroleHHUeM.

— He xorute nu Meay? — npeasioxuyja oHa. — Y MEHS ero
MHOTO...

HesnakoMel| onsiTb packpbl/l OAMH IJ1a3 U 3aAyMYMBO IIOCMOTpeEJ
Ha Maiiro.

«Hy, uTo ckaxeT OH Tenepb?» — noayMasjia OHa.

Ho oH HHuero He ckasaj, CHOBa 3aKpblLl CBOWM IJla3 U TakK IUJIOTHO
NpUXaJcd K JIMCTY, YTO HOTM €ro COBCEM WHCYE3NU; MOXHO ObLIO
NOoAyMaTb, YTO €ro KTO-TO CMJIbHO NMPUAABUI M PacCITIOLLWI.

ITyenke craso HeNMmpUATHO, YTO HeBeJAOMOE CYLUECTBO. “HEe XeJaJsio C
Heii pasroBapuBathb. Eif 3axoresock J06uTBCS CBOETO. .

— K10 OBl Bbl HM ObIIM, — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHa; — BbI JOJIXHBI
3HaTbh, YTO B MHUpPE HACEKOMbBIX TNMPUHSTO o'rBean;?/ Ha TMpPHUBETCTBUE,
0COOEHHO €C/IM OHO UCXOOUT OT MyeJbl! /

OaHako He3HaKoMell He ILIEeJOXHYJICS M Ha JTOT pa3 M Jaxe He
packpbLi IJiasa.

«OH, BepHO, OoneH, — pewmnna Maisg, — ¥ NOTOMY CUAMT B TEHM.
Kak Tgxeno 0osieTh B Takoil NMpekpacHbIii JeHb!» — MoXxaJiesa oHa
ero M, nojJjieTeB K €ro JUCTY, y4acTJIMBO CIIpOCHJIA:

— UYro y Bac 60MT, MO MHJIBII?

TyT TaMHCTBEHHOE HaceKOMoOe HauaJio JBUraThbCsl, a TaK CTPaHHO,
OyaATO ero nojaTaJKMBaJia UYbsi-TO HEBUMAMMAS pyKa.

«Y OeaHdarn HeT HOr, — IMOAyMaJa IyesKka, — BOT IOYEeMY OH
HACTpoOeH TaK MpPauyHO».

Y ocHOBaHMS JMCTa He3HaKoOMell OCTaHOBWICH, M Maig ¢
U3yMJIEHMEM YBHJEA, KaK OH OCTaBMJI 3a CO00I0 MaJIeHbKYI0 Oypylo
KamneJjbKy, W3[JaBaBLIyI TakKoe 3JI0BOHME, UYTO Yy TYeJKH JyX
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3axBaTuso. OHa OBICTPO mepesieTesia Ha SrOAKY MaJIMHBbI, 3aTKHYJa
HOC M BCH 3a[pOXaJsia OT BO3MYIIEHHUS U HErOfl0BaHMS.

— UM oxora 6bisia BaM CBY3bIBATBCS C KJonmoMm! — paccMmesics
KTO-TO BO3JIE HEe.

Maita ornguynace. Hag Heo Ha TOHKOM KayaBuieMcs cteOesbKe
cupnen Oenblit MoTblieK. OH 0e33By4yHO BOAMJI CBOMMHM OOJIBIIMMH
KPBIJIbSIMM C YEPHBIMM KAa€MKaMHM M C TaKMM X€ IMITHOM Ha KaXJA0M
M3 Hux. [Jluenke ciayuyanocb BHMAETb BSTHUX HACEKOMBIX, HO
NO3HAKOMUTBCH HU C OJHMM M3 HMX €il /10 CUX NOp HE YJAaBaioCh.
BocxuilleHHass KpacoOTOK MOTHUIbKA, OHA 3a0bljia CBOKO J0Cajy.

— [a, BBl NpaBbl, YTO CMEETECH HAJO MHOM, — CKa3ajla OHAa eMy. —
Tak 310 6B KJION?
— Hy kxoneuyHo, — yabi6HyJscs eit MoTbliek. — C kJjonaMu He

cleayeT BOAUTb KOMIAaHMIO. Bbl, A0JXHO ObITb, €LIE OYEHb
MoJioabl?

— He cosBceM, — otTBetna Maits. — Y MeHs yXe JOBOJIbHO
6osbmioit oneiT. Ho Takoro cyuecrsa s eue He Bcrpeyasa. Ou! Kak
MOXHO ce0st BecTM Tak!

MoTbljIeK ONSATh paccMesJics.

— Kionsl obpeueHsl Ha ogMHOYECTBO, — CKa3aal oH. — M Tak Kak
HUKTO MX He JIIOOMT, TO OHM CTapalTCs MMEHHO TakK ol0pamaTh Ha
cebg BHMManue. Beab BbI, HampuMep, U He moayManau Obl O HeM, a
BOT Tenepb Bbl HE CKOPO €ro nosabyxaere.

— Kakue y Bac npekpacHble Kpblibs! — IepeMeHW/Ia MYesikKa
pasroBop. — Kakue sierkue u Gesnbie!.. ITo3BosbTe npeacTaBUTLCH: 1 —
Maiisa, nuena.

MoTblj1eK C/I0XWJ KPbLJIbsi, TOKJIOHWJICS U TIPOM3HEC:

— Oputu!

Maiig He Morsia UM HaTI000BaTHCS.
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— A Hy-Ka nosetaite! — nonpocu/jia OHa.

— Bbl xoTHTE, YTOOBI 9 yaeTen? — yAUBUJICS MOTbIJIEK.

— O Her! — nocnewnsa ero yCrnokouTb nuenka. — S xouy
TOJIbKO TMOCMOTpPETb, KaK JBUXYTCS B BO3AYLIHOW CHHEBE BallM
Oosibluve Oesibie Kpbijibs... BripoueM, 3T0 MOXHO OyAeT YBHMIAETb M
no3xe. Bbl roe xuBere?

— VY MeHs HeT IOCTOSHHOW KBapTupbi, — otTBeTuan Dpuruy, —
3TO CJAMILIKOM XxjornoTHo. C Tex mop Kak s cAesiajici MOTbIJIbKOM,
Hac/JaXxAalwcb XHW3HbIO Ha cBoboge. Panbuie, korga 9 Obia
ryceHullei, 1 TOJNbKO M AeJsiaJl, UTO JieXaJ Ha KamnmyCTHOM JIUCTE,
00XHpasica U 31UJCH.

— Yro BB rOBOpHUTE? — M3yMHUIacb Maiig.

— Ilpexnae g 6blL1 rycenmuei, — nostopua Opuru.

— He mMoxeT 6bITb! — BOCKJMKHYJIA MMUeJIKa.

— Ilocnywiaiite, — Npou3Hec MOTbIJIEK, BbITAHYB CBOM YCHKH MO
HanpaBJieHMI0O K Maite, — pa Beab 3TO0 BceM u3BecTHo! [laxe

yeJsioBEK 3TO 3HaeT!

[Tuenka Obi10 rnyboko nopaxeHa. OuxHa He Momia cebe
NnpeACTaBUTb HUYEro rnoaobHoro!

— 3HaeTe, MHe TpYAHO TNOBEpPUTb 3TOMY, — CKa3aja OHa,
HEJ0OBEPUYMBO TOKAauMBas roJioBO0. — MoxeT ObiTb, Bbl 00bSCHHUTE
MHe 3TO noapoOHee,

Oputu nepecen Ha BeTKY psaoM c Maiieit, U CBeXHUH YyTpeHHHIA
BETEPOK I[JIABHO MNoKauuMBaa Mx o0oux. OH 00CTOSTENBHO OMMUCan
nuesike CBOKO XM3Hb: CHauajia ryceHuua, MoToM KyKoJKa.

— A uyepe3 HECKOJIbKO HefleJib, — 3aKOHUWJ OH CBOWM paccka3, — o
NPOCHYJCS OT cBoero raybokoro cHa W pa3opBajJ IJIOTHO
OXBaTbIBaBIUYID MeHs 000/0uky... S He Haxoxy CJI0B A

BbIpaXE€HHUA BOCTOpra, KaKOoW HCNbITbIBA€LIb, KOrJga ITIOCJIE AO0JIroro
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npeObiBaHMsST BO Mpake BAPYr cpa3y Buaviub coaHue! Mue
MOKa3aJIoCb TOTZa, UTO S OKYHYJICS B TeIJioe 30JI0TUCTOE Mope, U S
Cpa3y Tak MNoJIloOWI XHU3Hb, Y MEHS TaK 3a0MJIOCh cepAlle.

— 4 Bac nonuMmarw, — noarBepawia Maiis, — S ucneiTana to
Xe caMoe, KOrga BblJieTesla B TNepBblii pa3 M3 Hallero TEMHOTrO
ropojia B HarOEHHbIN 0JaroyxaHueM SICHbIH MPOCTOP.

Ha MuMHYTy nueska yMoOJIKJIa, OTAABIUMCh HAXJIBIHYBILUMM Ha
Hee BocrnoMMHaHusIM. Ho mnoTtom el 3axoresnoch y3HaTh, Kak
MOIVIM B TECHOM 000/I04Ke BBLIPAaCTH Y MOTbUIbKA TaKue O00Jibllue
KPbLJIbS.

@puUTLL 0XOTHO OOBSICHWI €i1 U 3TO.

— OHHM J1erko CKJIagbIBalOTCS, BpOJE TOr0 KakK JIENMeCTKHM LBeTKa
cBepHYThl B rmnouke. Koraa penaercs cBeT/ioO M Teruio, LBETOK
packpbiBaetrcd. To Xe camMoe MNMpPOMU30LIJI0O U C MOMMHU KPBLIbSIMHU.
Huuto He MoOXeT ImpOTHBOCTOSATh 0JIArOTBODHOMY  BJIMSHMIO
COJIHLA.

— [Ha, 3To npaBaa, — corsiacujacb Maiig ¥ npuHsJach 3aAyMUMBO
paccMaTpuBaTh 0€JIOr0 MOTbIJIbKA, KOTOPbI TaK KPacHMBO BbIJEJSJICS
Ha ¢oHe roayboro Heba.

— IIpo Hac roBopsiT, YTO Mbl JIEFKOMBICJIEHHbI, — TMPOAO0JIXaJI
®puTl, — HO, B CYIIHOCTH, Mbl JIMIIb OECKOHEYHO CYACT/IMBHI. Bbl
He MoxeTe cebe MpeACTaBUTb, KAKUM CEPbE3HBIM MBICJISIM O XH3HHU S
MHOIJa Nnpeaarch.

— K kakoMy xe Bbl MNpUIIIM 3aKJKWYEHUIO? — cCrnpocuia
nyeJsika.

— S nymaw o OyayuieM, — oTBeTHa MOTbIeK. — OHO OuYeHb
MeHss MHTepecyer... Ho MHe nopa sererb. IlocMoTpuTe Ha

yCbilTaHHbIE KOJIOKOJIbUMKAMHU M KalIKO¥ Jiyra. MHe Hajgo Tyja...
Maiis BnosHe ero moHuMasa. OHM pacnpoOCTWIMCh M TMOJIETEJU B
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pa3Hble CTOPOHBI: Oesblii MOTbUJIEK — 0€33ByYHO IOKauMBasCh,
CJIOBHO €ro YHOCWJ JIETKMI BETEpOK, a NueJjKa — HaIoJHAsS BO3AYyX
0e33a00THBIM XYXXaHHMEM, KOTOPOE€ MBI BCEraa CJBIIIMM B SCHBIE

COJIHEYHbI€ OHM Haag LB€TaMH M O KOTOPOM BCIIOMHMHA€EM, Koraa
MEéuTaeM O JIETeE.
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BurtBa T'anHuOasia C UYeJOBEKOM

B6sin3u newepsl, B QyIJe COCHbI, rae Maiig ycrponsia cebe JieTHHIA
JOMHK, moceawicss kopoeaq DpuaosMH cO BCEMHM CBOMMHM 4YaJaMHU M
AoMoYaguaMu. OTO OblJ YECTHBIA TPYXEHHUK, 3a00THBIUMICH O
0,1arocOCTOSHUM CBOEI CEMbUM M JOOMBLUMICS B KOHLIE KOHLIOB CBOEM
uesu. OH Cc ropaoCTbi0 CMOTpeJ, KaK ero MSITbAEeCSIT TaJaHTJIMBBIX
CbIHOBE HEYCTAaHHO KOmMollaTcs B Kope aepeBa. Kaxablit U3 HUX pbl
TaM CBOM KPHMBOI1 KaHaJl, U BCE OHM ObL/iM JOBOJIbHBI CBOEN paboToOi M
XH3HBIO.

— Mosa xeHa pa3MecTHWIa HUX TakK, YTO HHM OAMH U3 HHUX He
nepecekaeT MyThb APYroMy, — OOBSCHMJI OH KaK-TO pa3 IMYejKe. —
Mou petu He 3HawT Apyr apyra. OHUM [ABUXYTCS 1O pa3HbIM
HamnpaBJIEHUSIM.

Maiia Oblsia 3HaKOMa C KOpOEJOM yXe JaBHO. XOTd OHa 3HaJa,
4TO JIIOAM He JI0AT HM ero camMoro, HM €ero IOTOMCTBa, OHa
on00psia ero nmoseAaeHne ¥ o0pa3 Mbicaei. PaHo yTpoM, Korga Jec
elle cnaj, a COJIHUe He BCTaBaJjo, IMyYyeJsKa 4YacTo CJblIlliajia
CBEpJsIUME, THUXHE, KaK XYpuaHHUEe pyubs, 3BYKM €ero paboThl.
Kasanoce, OyaTo aepeBo abiiano Bo cHe. OHa Buaena TakxXxe M
TOHKYI0 KOPHYHEBYI0 IblJIb, KOTOPYI0O OH BbiOpacbiBajJ U3
MPOPBLITBIX UM XOAOB.

Opnaxabl yrpom @OpuaoanH aBwics K Maite ¥ moMHTEpecoBasicd —
XOpOLLO JIM OHA MpoBeJa HOYb.

— Bbl ceroaus kyaa-HuOyap mnoJsieTuTe? — CIPOCHII OH.

— Her, — oTBeTHna nuesnka, — CJAMIUKOM BETPEHO.

WU peicTBuTENBHO, TycTOM OOp IJIyXo LIyMes, IOKauyMBad
BETBSIMHM, U Ka3aJI0Cb, YTO BOT-BOT C HMX HAYHYT ONAajgaTb JIMCThS.
[Tocne kaxpgoro mopbiBa BeTpa B JieCy AesajioCcb Kak-TO CBeTJee,
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CJIOBHO JepeBbsi, B CaMOM JeJjie, TEPSJM 4YaCTb CBOEN JIMCTBHI.
Bepxyumku cocHbl, B KoTtopoi xwii Maita u OpuaoanH, cepauTo
ryaeJu.

Kopoen B3goxHYy.1.

— 4 paboTtan BCO HOYb HAmNpoJeT, — Mpou3Hec OH, — YTo aenatn?
Henerko noOuTbcs HameueHHOi Liean. S He cCOBceM JOBOJIEH CBOMM
XwibeM. MHe cJieioBaJio Obl MOCEIUTBCS B €JIKE.

OH BbITEp JI00 M KAaK-TO BUHOBATO YJBIOHYJICS.

— Kak noxwuBaoT BalmM AeTKM? — JApyXea0HO crpocwia
nyeJsika.

®puaoanH nobnarogapui ee 3a BHUMaHMe.

— VY MeHs Temnepb HeT BO3MOXHGCTH CJEJUTh 3a HUMH, —
npuOaBuJ OH, — HO HAJEKCh, UTO OHU [IEJIAI0T YCIIEXH.

Maits B3rnigHysna Ha Kopoeaa. DTo HeykJoxee Oypoe CylLIecTBo,
C ero NMOXOAMBLUMM Ha OTFPOMHYI0 TrOJIOBY LIMTKOM M KOPOTKHMM
HaAKpbUIbSIMM, MOKa3aJoch el cMewHbIM. Ho oHa 3Hana, 4to 3T0 —
BeCbMa OMAaCHbIA XYK, HAHOCSILIMA CWIBHBIA Bpej JiecaM U pollaM.
Crout Tonme ero copoauuyei HamacTb Ha JepeBO, U OHO HaUYMHaeT
TEepATb CBOM HIVIbI, JIUCTbSl, BAHET M yMmupaet. [laxe mMoryumue
JIeCHble  BeJIMKaHbl  0eCCWIbHBI MPOTHMB 3TUX  KPOXOTHBIX
pa300iHMKOB, pa3pylIAKIMX APEBECHYI0 KOPY M KaHajJbl B HeW,
MO KOTOPbIM IUTaTeJbHble COKM TEKYT OT KOPHeH K BepXyLIKe
nepeBa. Ilueska cabllIasa, 4YTO KOPOEAbl MCTPEOJASAM TaKuM
obpazoM wueabie saeca. W oHa 3aayMuMBO paccMaTpuBaia
OpuagosnHa, oxBaueHHass CTPaHHbBIM YYBCTBOM IIPDHM MBICJIM O TOM,
KaKMM MOTYIIECTBOM 00/1aJ1a/i0 3TO MaJIeHbKOE, HUYTOXHOE Ha BH]
HaceKoMoe.

Bapyr @puaosMH TSXen0 B3TOXHYJ M 03a00UEHHO CKa3a:
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— Ja, xu3Hb Obsa OB XOopowa, ecau Obl Ha cBeTe He OblIo
AdTAa.

— Bbl npaBbl! — cornacunace Maiis. — JTo XaaHoe co3gaHue
MOXHMPAEeT BCE, UTO BCTPEYaeT Ha CBOEM NYTH.

— O! Ecau Obl OH A0OBOJILCTBOBAJICS TOJIbKO 3TMM! — ropecTHO
BOCKJIMKHYJ Kopoea. — Ilosnbeabl, ecqu Oeraioiue Mo JepeBbsM
JIETKOMBICJIEHHBIE CYLUECTBa IONajal0OT €My Ha obeq — B KOHLE
KOHLIOB, HaJi0 M A9TJy XWUTb. Ho BO3MyTHTEJIbHO TO, UTO 3Ta MNTHLA
HACTMraeT CBOIO A00biuy MI1y0OKO B KOpe M J0OMpaeTcs AaXe J0 Hallux
XO/OB.

— Heyxean? — ycomHunach nueaka. — Jla kak Xxe eMy 3TO
yaaetrcsa? Beap aarten — ntuuLa He MaJieHbKas.

OpuaoaMH  B3rSHYJ Ha Maiflo, BBICOKO TNOAHSB OpoBM U
MOKayMBas roJioBOIO.

— Bbl roBopute 0 ero pocre? — npousHec oH. — [la pa3Be B 3TOM
geno? Her, Mos Muiasi, ero pa3mepbl TYT HM MpPH YeM, M BCe Halle
HecuacTbe He OT HMX, a OT ero s3bika.

[luenka OT yAMBJIEHMS LIMPOKO pacKpblia TIJia3a, U KOpoeay
NPHULLJIOCh €if 0O0bSCHHUTB, UTO y AST/]Aa COBCEM OCOOEHHBIN HA3bIK:
JJIMHHBIA, TOHKHWH, KPYIJIBIK KaK 4YepBsiK, OCTPOKOHEUHBIH U
JIMITKHUHA.

— OH MoXxeT ero BbICOBbIBaTb, — cKa3asn ®puposnH Maite, — Ha
paccTosHMe, MNMpeBbillalollee B AeCITbh pa3 Moe Teso... Jymaellb, BOT
yX €ro KOHYuMK, — aH Het! OH se3er Bce m1yOxe u miyoxe... [aren
OecLIEpEMOHHO CYET CBOM S3blKk B CaMble MaJIEHbKME WIEJM I1IOA
Kopow. OH BeuyHO AyMaeT: «A Hy-Ka, MOCMOTPHMM, He 3amnpsaTaJics JIM
TaM KTo-HMOyaAb?» W OH BpbiBaeTcs B HAlUM XOAbI, U BCE, UTO B HHUX
HaXOAMUTCS, MPUJIMIAET K €ro JJIMHHOMY S3bIKYy M MCUE3aeET BMECTE C
HHUM.
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— 3HaeTre, 1 He TpycHUxa, AaJiIeKO He TPYCHMXa, — CO CTPaxoM
MPOMU3HEC/Ia MYeJIKa, — HO U MHE XYTKO CTaJo...

— Hy, BaM-TO c BawiMM XaJioM Heuero 0osiTbca! — cka3san He 0e3
3aBUCTH Kopoea. — [lsgTen cTo pa3 noaymaet, TNpexjae 4YeM MouaeT
Ha PUCK ObITh YKYLIEHHbIM B $3bIK. Jla M Bbl CAMHM 3TO MOHHUMAETE...
A BOT HaM — uTO mpuKaxeTte fAenatb? Mos OegHas Ky3uHa yxe
MocTpanaja OT 3TOM NTULbl. Bblsla OHa Kak-To y Hac B rocTx.
Xo[0B HAIIMX OHAa XOpOolIO He 3Hajna. PasroBapuBasi, Mbl C HeM
MOB3J0PUJIM; OHA paccepAu/iach, NMojaHgach ¥ yuuia. He ycnena ona
BBINTH 3a JBepb, KaK [0 HAc joJieTesa cTyk aataa. OH, BUOAHO, HauyaJ
CBOM 00X0[ C HAallero aepesa, MOTOMY 4YTO Mbl BCErJa CJBIIIMM €ro
3apaHee M MOXEM CripsaTaTbcd. B TO Xe BpeMs pasgasicss OTYassHHBIN
BOIJIb Moei aBowopoaHoi cectpbl: «®pugonmnn! Cnacu! 4
npwimnaw!» [TlotoM — eule oaMH AMKMI KPHMK, rpo0OBOE MOJIYaHMeE,
a 4epe3 CEKYHAYy ASATeJ OMNdTh Hauyaa J0J0MTh KOpy. A Mos Ky3WHa
noruOsaa. 3Basu ee AraToil.

— Ilocayaiite, Kak CTY4YUT y MeHs cepAaule! — THUXO U B3BOJIHO-
BaHHO mnipowlenTtasa Maits. — Bam Obl He csiegoBasio paccka3biBaTh
takue Bewu! O I'ocriogu! Yero Tosbko He ObiBaeT Ha cBetel..

U ouwa ymonkna, BcrioMuMHas o000 BCEM, 4YTO C HEKO YyXe
MPUKJIIOUWIOCh, U AyMas He 0e3 0OS3HM O TOM, UTO €€ XJET elle
BIIEPEIH.

Ee pa3aMmblllsieHHs BHE3amHO mpepBas rpoMKuil cMex DpuposmnHa.

[Tuenka c M3yMJieHHEM B3IVISHYJIAa Ha HEro.

— CmoTtpuTte, cMOTpUTE! — BOCKJMKHYJ OH. — BoH oH mosser!
Kakoit Mmosnoaeu! Bbl mocMoTpuTe TOJibKO!

Maijia norngpena Tyaa, KyJa OH MOKa3biBajJ, M YBHIAEa, UYTO
KTO-TO, HMKOTJa €0 He BHMJaHHbIA, KapaOkaeTcsd BBepX [0 JepeBYy.
Ona u He mpearmnoJiaraja, 4To B MUpe MOTYT ObITh TakKue CYIIECTBa.
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B nepByio MUHYTY ee Mcnyr Obu1 gaxe 6oJiblle ee M3YMJIEHHUS, U

OHa IIENOTOM CIIpOCHJIa Kopoeaa — He OJsiaropasyMHee Ju
cnpsaTaTthcs?
— C vero Bbl 310 B3siu? — otrBeTwa OpugonnH. — OcraBaiTech

CIMIOKOMHO Ha MeCTe M BEXJIMBO C HMM TNO3A0pPOBaiTeCb. DTO OYEHb
00pa30BaHHBII MOCNIOAWH, Y HEro riiy0okue M cepbe3Hble MO3HAHMS, a
KPOME TOro, OH O4eHb JOOp M CKPOMEH M, €CJM XOTHUTE, HEMHOXKO
cMeloH... [TocMoTpuTe Ha ero moxoaky!

— OH, kaxercd, ueM-TO o03aboyeH, — 3aMeTWia TIYesKa,
YAMBJISASCh BCe 00Jiblile U 6oJblIIE.

Kopoen paccmesiics.

— Her, 310 OH 6Opercs ¢ BeTpoM, UTOOBI TOT HE MEpPEenyTaj eMy
ero Horu!

— UYrto? Pa3Be 3TH JJIMHHbIE HUTH — €ro HOrM? — LIMPOKO
pPackphbiB rJjia3a, BOCKJMKHYJa Maiis. — Hwukorga B XU3HM $ He
BHJeJIa HUYEro nogooHoro.

TeM BpeMeHeM He3HaKoOMell Mojowes Osmxe, M IYeaKa Morvia
paccMoTpeTb ero mnoapoOHee. Kasasnoch, OH He 1ea, a CKOJBb3WI IO
BO3AyXY, TaK KaK €ero MaJleHbKOe KpYIVIOE TeJ0 TMOKOWIOCh Ha
HEeOOBIKHOBEHHO [UIMHHBIX, TOHKMX, KaK HHMTOYKM, HOrax, KOTOpbie
ABUTAJIUCb BO BCE CTOPOHBI, CTapasCb HAXOAWTb HEOOXOAMMBIE TOUYKM
ormopbl. OH wLIes oO4YeHb MeMIEHHO, OCTOPOXHO HallynbiBas MYTb,
NMpUyeM KOPUYHEBbI WIADMK €ero TYJIOBMUILA TO TMOAHUMAJICH, TO

OITyCKaJics.
Maiis BcriecHyJ1a pyKaMu.
— Het! Bbl nopgymaiiTe TonbKkO! — BOCKJMKHyJIa OHa. — 4

HUKOIJa He mnoBepusia Obl, YTO TaKMe TOHKHME, KaK BOJIOCKM, HOIM
MOTYT JBHMraTbCS, UTO MMH MOXHO II0JIb30BaTbCSI, YTO OHU YMEIOT
xoauThb. [la Beap 310 uyno, OpuaosamnH!

99



— He 3Haw, uTO 3TO Takoe, — OTBETWI KopoeJ, — HO, BO
BCIKOM CJiyyae, 3TO OYe€Hb CMELIHO, U S CMEKChb.

— A y MeHS HeT HHMKAaKOM OXOTbl CMeATbCs, — BO3pa3wia
nueska. — MO0 yacTo cMelTCd Haj TeM, 4ero He MOHMMAIOT.

TyT He3HakoMell MOAOLIE] K HHM COBCeM OJIM3KO M, B3IJISHYB C
BBICOTBI CBOMX HOr Ha Maiiio, ckasa:

— 3npasctByire, Mou apy3bsa! Kakoit  Berep!  Kaxoit
HeBbIHOCUMBIY CKkBO3HSK! He npaBaa su?

EMy npuxogwioch jfesaTb HEMMOBEPHble  yCWJIHSA, 4TOOBI
yaepXaTbCd Ha MecCTe.

OpugonuH ¢ TpyaoM noaaBuan cMex. Ho mnuenka BeXJHMBO
COIJIaCHJIaChb C YAMBHUTEJIbBHBIM CYILIECTBOM M 3aMeTHJIa, YTO U OHA IO
TOW Xe NMPUYHUHE OCTasIaCh CerofHs goma. 3aTeM OHa IpeacTaBWIacCh

He3HaKOMLy.
ToT Ha Hee MOKOCHUJICS.
— ITuena Maiigs, — mnoBTOpUa OH. — OueHb MPUATHO. Y MHOrO

cabiias o nyenax... Co CBOEi CTOPOHBI [OJIXEH 3aMETHUThb, YTO
HECKOJIbKO 3aTpYAHSAIOCh, KaK MHE NpeACTaBUTbCA BaM, MOTOMY YTO
Hallla BeCbMa M3BECTHasd CeMbs HMMEET MHOr0 pa3jIMuHbIX MMeH. Bo
BCAKOM cCJy4Yae, d TNpPHHaAJJIexy K mopojae MaykoB, a MMS Moe —
T'anuuban.

OnHO CJIOBO «MaykK» MpHuBeso Maitio B yxac, Tak Kak OHa TOTYac Xe
BCIIOMHWIA CBOM HEJAaBHME MYUYEHHs B CeTaX 3Toro crpamnwimiua. Ho
OHa ycrokowia cebs TeM, 4YTO CMOXET B Jil00Oi MOMEHT YJIETETb M UTO
MoiMaTh ee He YAAacTCs, TaK KaK y HEro HeT KpbUIbeB, a MayTHHA €ro,
BEPOSATHO, B [PYIOM MECTE.

— Jla, HenpuMgTHas IITyKa, OYeHb HENMpPUSATHasd, — IPOMU3HEC
Fanuunban. — Paspemndre MHe BCTaTh Mojg 3THMM OOJIBILIMM CYKOM, —
TaM MHe OyaeT sayudile.
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— Tloxanyitcra! — npeaynpeauTebHO CKa3aja Muesika.

OpupoauH ymesn, Ho Maite 6bIO JIOOOMBITHO y3HaTh, YeM ObLI
Tak o03aboueH mnayk. «[ocnmogu! KTo TO/JbKO He XHBET Ha OesoM
ceete! — mnoayMana oHa. — M CKOJIbKO HHTEPECHOrO B 3TOM
BEJIMKOM MHupe!»

Betep TeM BpeMeHeM HEMHOrO yTHX. SIcHoe He60 NpOorISHY/I0 CKBO3b
BETBU JepeBbeB. [fe-To B KycTax npo3Byyasa 3BOHKasi TECHS
penosioBa. ITueska 3ameTia ero Ha BeTKe M BHAEJIA, KaK JBUTaIOCh
NPy MEHUU TOPJIBIIIKO NMTHUYKH, KaK OHA MOAHMMAJIA TOJIOBKY K SIPKOMY

COJTHLLY.

— Ax! Ecim 6bl 9 yMena netb, Kak oHa! — B3moxHyJsa Maitgs. — 41
cuaesia Obl LieJIbI IeHb Ha LBETKE U neJia.

— 3T0 ObLIO OB HEeAypHO, — yablOHyJca lanuuban. — Ho BHI
yMeeTe TOJIbKO XYXXATh...

— IlTHupl KaxyTcsd TakMMM cuacTauMBbiMM! — Bbl (paHTazepka, —
nepebwn ee nayk. — Ecsu 6bl Bce CTpEMWIHCH [ieJ1aTh TO, YEr0 OHHU He

yMEIOT, MHMp TNepeBepHyJicd Obl BBepx AHOM. Bbl mogymaiiTe TOJIBKO.
PenosioB Bapyr moxesan Obl MMETb XaJio, a KO3a JIeTaTb M COOMpaThb
men? Uam xe sgrymka Bo3MeuTasna Obl 0 TAKMX HOrax, Kak y MeHs?

— Hy Her! Tonabko He 3T0! — paccMesisiach nuesaka. — Ho s
xotesa Obl [OCTaBJAATb BCEM TaKYyI0 X€ pajoCTh, KaKylo [JaeT I3Ta
NMTUYKA CBOMM neHueM... Ho... uto 310? — C yXacoM mporosopuJa
OHa BApPYr. — Y Bac OfHa JIMILIHSS Hora... ¥ Bac MX ceMb!

Ilayk Haxmypwics.

— A! HakoHeu-to Bbl 3aMeTwiM, — npousHec oH. — Her, y MeHd
He JIMIIHSY HOora, a HalpoOTUB — OJHOM He XBaTaeT.

— 3HauuT, y Bac [0JXHO ObITb BOCEMb HOr? — YAMBHJIACH
Maiis.

— C Bawero no3BoJieHUs, — BEXJMBO oTBeTHa ['aHHMban, — y
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Hac, naykoBs, BoceMb Hor. OHM HaM, BO-NEPBBIX, HEOOXOAMMBI, a
BO-BTOPBIX, TNMPUAAIOT HaM BaXHbIH BHA... S moTepsds OAHY HOrYy.
OHO, KOHEeYHO, Xanako, Ho uto jgenatb? Hago kak-HuOyab
00X0aAUThCH.

— JonXHO OBITb, OYEHb HENMPUITHO I[OTEPATH HOry, —
COYYBCTBEHHO 3aMeTHJIa MuesKa.

l'anunban noamnep nmoabOpOAOK M, NMPHUBEAS B HEKOTOPBIM MOPSAAOK
CBOM HMXHHE KOHEYHOCTH, CKa3as:

— 4 pacckaxy BaM, KakK 3TO CJAYYMWIOCb. $CHO, 4YTO Takue
UCTODMM He obxoasaTcs 6e3 BMellaTeabCTBa 4YeJsioBeKa. Mbl caMu
OYeHb OCTOPOXHBI M JEeHCTBYeM C OIMSAKOM, HO JIIOAU
HEOCMOTPHUTEJIbHBI M XBAaTalT Bce, OYATO mepeA HUMHU HE XHBBIE
cyliecTBa, a IIenku. XOTUTE TIIOCAYyIlIaTh, KaK IPOMU3OIJIO0 3TO
3J10CYACTHOE TMPOMCILLIECTBUE?

— Iloxanyiticta, — nonpocuna Maitssi. — MHe OuyeHb MHTEpPECHO.
4 nymaro, 4TO Bbl MHOTO MepPeXUIU NPHU 3TOM?
— BepHo, — orBetun N'anumban, — Hy Tax Bor... IIpexne Bcero

g [JOJDKeH BaM CKas3aTh, YTO Mbl NMPHUHAAJIEXHUM K IOPOAE HOYHBIX
naykos. S Xua Torga B cajioBoit Geceake, oOpociueit Co BCEX CTOPOH
3esieHbl0. B Heit ObliM pa30MTB OKOHHBIE CTEKJA, TaK YTO MHE OBLIO
yA0OHO BO BCSKOE BpeMs BXOAMTh M BbixoauTb. Korma Ha 3emuio
CIycKaJiachb HOYb, B Caj NMPHUXOAW/] YesoBeK. B omHOil pyke y Hero
OBbLIO MCKYCCTBEHHOE COJIHIIE, KOTOPOE JIIOAM HAa3bIBAIOT JIAMIIOi1, a B
Apyroii — OyTblIKa M cBg3ka Oymar. B kapmaHe y Hero Haxoguiach
eule apyras OyTelika, noMeHbiue. OH Bxoaua B Oeceaky, CTaBua Bce
NpUHECEHHOE C Co00K0 Ha CTOJI, HAYMHAJA AYMaTbh, a 3aTeM M3jarai
CBOM MBICIM Ha OyMare. Takue KJI04YKM OyMard BajSlOTCS MHOTAA U B
JieCy, a 4YepHble MITHBIIIKM Ha HUX — 3TO TO, 4YTO TMpHUAyMa
yesioBeK.

102



— Ilopa3surenbHO! — BOCKJIMKHYJ/Ia BOCXMILEHHAs IMUYEKa.

— HOns Toro uToObl fA€saTh YEpHbIE MATHBIIIKK, — TMPOACJIXAI
Fanuunban, — MoOM 4yesioBeK ynoTped/iss 00e OyThIJIKM: B MEHbIIYIO
OH OecrnpecTaHHO COBaJ JEPEBSHHYIO IMaJ04Ky, a U3 OOJbIIEH THI.
N uem Oosibllie OH MW, TeM Jydyllle IO y Hero aeso. S y3Han
BMOCJEACTBMM, UYTO OH IKHCAJA O HAc, HO TOJKY OT 3TOro MaJo,
MOTOMY 4YTO [0 CHMX TMOp JIOAM 3HAIOT elle OYeHb Majao o
HacekoMbiX. O Hameil AYXOBHOM XHWU3HM MM TIOYTH HHUYEro He
M3BECTHO, M OHM COBEpILEHHO He 00pallaloT BHUMAHUS Ha HallH
nepeXuBaHus.

— Bbl gypHOro MHeHus o yesnoBeke? — crnpocusia Maiis.

— Her, — oTBeTH1 mayk, 3aQyMuUMBO pa3misigbiBas CBOM HOTH, HO
KOrja 10 ero BUHE MMeelllb TOJbKO CEMb HOT, HeJib3s He MCMBITHIBATh
HEKOTOpPOro UyBCTBa rOPEYH.

— [Ha, BBl MpaBbl, — COIVIaCWJIacCh ITYeJIKa.

— Opuaxapl, — npogoaxan laHuuban, — 9 TMpUTawICs B YLy
OKOHHOM paMbl, BbIXHAas A0ObIUY, a 4YeJOBEeK, CO CBOMMH ABYMS
OyTbIKAMM, CHAEJ 3a CBOMM CTOJIOM M pabGortas. S Obl1 HEIOBOJIEH.
Moiiku ¥ KoMmapel, CTOJIb HeoOXOmMMblE [UIS TOAAEpPXaHUsS MoOeM
XHU3HM, JieTesd 0e3 KOHLA@ K MCKYCCTBEHHHOMY COJIHIYy uYesoBeKa W
MyYWIX Ha HErO CBOM IVia3a.

— U g Obina Obl HE MPOYb MOCMOTPETh HA HEro0 XOTb pa30K, —
3aAyMYMBO 3amMeTna Maiis.

— ITocMoTpeTh — 3TO OAHO, a MyYMTh IV1a3a — Apyroe. Ecau Obl BbI
TOJIBKO BMAEJM, KaK riyn 3ToT cOpoa! Beab 3T KoMapbl ¥ MOLLKH 10
ABaALIATh pa3 yAaps/JMCh TIOJIOBOI0O B CTEKJIO COJHLIA M BCe-TakKu
MPOJO/IXAIM TApallUTh Ha HEro CBOM OypKasibl, 10Ka He CXHUraau cede
KPbUIbSI.

— DBeansixku! — ckasana ¢ coxajJieHHEM IMUeKa.
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— Cupgenu Obl OHM JIyyllle Ha OKHAxX WJIM B KYCTax, — IMPOJO0JIXaJ
nayk. — Tam oHu Obliin Obl B MOJIHOM 0€30MaCHOCTM OT JIaMIIbl, U
MHe Jierde ObIo Obl MX JIOBUTb. B Ty NMamMsaTHYIO HOUb S BUAEJ M3
CBOEro yrjia HeMaso MOIIEK, JIEXABLIMX TMPU NOCAEAHEM HM3AbIXaHUM
BOKPDYr JaMIbl. 3aMeTuB, 4YTO 4YeJIOBEeK He o0pallas Ha HUX
BHMMaHMs, 1 pElInJ OBJaAeTh MMHM. Beab 3TO BrosIHE pa3yMHO M
MOHSATHO?

— Bnonxe! — cornacunace Maitg.

— MW Bce-TakM 3TO HaBJEeKJO Ha MeHd HecyacTbe. THXO M
OCTOPOXHO IOI0JI3 9 M0 HOXKE CTOJa, AOCTUI €ro Kpas ¥ BbIVISHY.I.
YesoBek IM0OKa3aJaCsd MHE OTTyJa HEOOBIKHOBEHHO OosbminM.
He3aMEeTHO NpPOCYHYJl HaBepX CHauyaja OgHY HOry, NOTOM ApPYrylo,
TpeThi0 U becluyMHo npubauswica k samne. IToka 9 Ob1 B ee TeHM,
BCE LIIJIO XOpOLUO, HO KaK TOJIbKO S OTTY/Ja BbILlIEJ, YeJOBEK IMOJHSJ
ria3a ¥ MOMEHTaJbHO cxBaTwi MeHs. OH B35 MeHd 3a OJHY M3
JIanoK, NOJHEC K CBOMM OrpPOMHBIM I1a3aM M npousHec: «Ckaxure
noxanyiicral» Ilpy 3TOM OH LIMPOKO M HAXaJbHO OCKJIaOMiICH, Kak
OyATO MCIBITHIBAJ, IVISd Ha MEHS, OTPOMHOE YAOBOJIbCTBHE.

lFanuuban TaXeno B3AOXHYJ. Maiid HanpsXeHHO MoJyaJa.
Hakonel, npepsas MoJiuaHue, OHa poOKO CripocuJ/ia:

— PasBe y yesioBeka Takue Oosbluve r1a3a?

— Bnl npeacraBbTe cebe TOBKO MOe IOJIOXEHHE, — HE OTBeudas
Ha ee BOMpOC, B3BOJIHOBAHHO Mpojoaxaa nayk. — KoMy npusTHO
Obls10 Obl BMCETb Ha OAHOM HOre Imnepeja IJ1a30M, KOTOpHI pa3 B
aBaauath OoJsibiie TeOs camoro? Kaxawiii u3 OsiecTeBIMX BO pPTy Y
yesi0Beka 3y6oB Obls BABoe 0Oosibliie MeHd... UTo Bbl Ha 3TO ckaxeTte?

— V¥YxacHo! — coaporHyJiach nmueska.

— K cuyactblo, B 3Ty MHMHYTY MOs Hora ortopBajacb. CTpaliHo
noayMaTh, KakKas MeHd IOCTUrJa Obl ydacTb, €CJM Obl 3TOro He
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cayumsiocb. S yman M co Bcex OCTaBIUMXCS HOr Opocwics 6exaTtb o
crony. CKkpbIBIUMCh 32 OyTBIJIKOH, S CTaJ I'PO3UTb OTTY/[a YEJIOBEKY,
M OH nobosJ/ica npecsenoBaTh MeHs. S BUAesa, KaK OH IOJIOXHJ MOIO
Janky Ha Juct Oesoii 6aMarM M CMOTpeJi, KaK OHa MbITajJach
yOexaTb, HO 0e3 MeHs OHa C[eJiaTh 3TOro, KOHeYHo, He MOrJa.

— Pas3sBe oHa eue asuranace? — yauBuiach Maiid.

— Jla, — o0bscHun NanuuOan. — Hawmu Horu, nocse Toro Kxak Mx
OTOpPBYT, BCErJa HaXOASATCH elle HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi B JBUXEHMH...
Mosg Jsanka KOHBY/JIBCMBHO OWJacb Ha OJHOM MeECTe, a 4YeJIOBEK,
YTKHYBIUMCh B HEE HOCOM, OeccepJeyHO CMesyicd HajJ TeM, KaK OHa
MbITaJach Y€CTHO MCIIOJHUTh CBOM JOJIT.

— Ho 310 HeBO3MOXHO! — cKasasna HeJOBepuMBO mnueska. — Beap
pBaHasg HOra He MOXET JABHUraThCH...

— Yro Takoe pBaHasi Hora? — CNpoOCHJ TMayk.

Maiig nocMoTpesia Ha HEro ¢ U3yMJIEHUEM.

— D310 Takas Hora, KOTOpPYI OTAEJMJM OT TYJOBMIA, —

o0bsicHW/Ia OoHa. — Y Hac B¢erjga Tak roBOPST...
— Ilopa BaM OTBBIKHYTb OT BalUMX JETCKMX BbIpaX€HHil, — CTPOro
3aMetus [NaHHMOan. — Bwl Bpallaerech Tenepb B CBETe€ M ObIBaeTe

cpeaM 0o0pa30BaHHBIX HACEKOMBIX. ['OBOpSAT: oTOpBaHHAas HOra, a He
pBadas... Ho, xak Obl TO HM OBbUIO, § CKa3an BaM TNpaBAy: HallM
OTOpPBaHHblE HOTM ABUXYTCS €llle AOBOJIBHO J0JITO MOCJe TOro, Kak
MX OTAEJSIOT OT TeJia.

— Hy, 3naere, 6e3 q0Ka3aTeJbCTB MHE TPYAHO B 3TO NMOBEPUThb, —
MpOoJ0JIXaJia COMHEBATbCS TMUYEJIKa.

— VX He xoruTe JM Bbl, uTOOBl 9 AJIS 3TOro OTOpBaJ cebe ele
OAHY Hory?! — cepaMTO BOCKJMKHYJ mayk. — ¥ BMXY, UTO C BaMH
He CTOMT pa3roBapuMBaTh! B mepBblii pa3 cabllly Takue CJIOBA.

Maits cmytunace. Ilouemy Tak paccepauiacs aHHuOan u B ueMm
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obi1a ee BuHa? «Kak TpyaHo mHorma jaguth ¢ Apyrumu! OHM yacTo
He MOHMMAKT TOro, YTO MM TOBOpSIT», — mnoaymana mnuenka. Eii
C/IeJ1aJIOCh TPYCTHO, M OHA MEYaJIbHO B3IVIsSHYJIa Ha 00/bIIOro mayka
C ero cCeMbl0 HOraMH U cepaANTON (PU3MOHOMMEN.

— B cymHocTH, oTyero 66l MHEe Bac He CKymaTb? — cKa3aj BAPYT
I'anunb6an, npuHgBIIMIA foOpoayiuMe Maiin 3a c1abocTb.

Ho Tyt c nuenkoit npousouia yauBUTesbHass nepeMeHa. Ee
rpycCTb MIHOBEHHO HCYe3Jla, a CTpax YCTYNMWJI MECTO CIOKOMHOMY
myxectBy. OHa mnpuHsaa 6oeByl0 mno3y M C ropsliMMHM OT THEBa
rJla3aMi, CJierka NpUIMOAHSB CBOM KpacUBble NMPO3pavyHbie KPbUIbILLIKHU
Y U3[aB I'POMKOE XYXXaHHe, ropJ0 BOCKJMKHYJa:

— 9 nyena, cynaps!

— IMapaoH, — mpoGopMoTan cpa3y oceBLLMii MayK, MOBEPHYJCH H,
JIaXe He MOKJIOHMBIIKCh, CO BCEX HOr OpOCWICS BHM3 IO CTBOJIY JIEPEBa.

Maiia He Moraa yaepxatbcs oT cMexa. A I'aHHuMOas1, ONMyCTHUBLUKCH
Ha 3eMJI10, CTaJl OpaHUThCS.

— V Bac' oTBpaTHUTENBHBI XapakTep! — B030yXAEHHO KpH4aJ
OH. — BBl Mcnosib3yeTe cBoe XaJio MPOTHMB TeX, KOro 3jas cyabba
Juimaa 3roro opyxus. Ho nmoroaure, Munasi, npuaeT ¥ Ball 4ac, U
BBl TMomnajere Korga-Hubyab B 6eny. ITomHuTe Mom csioBa!l

M oH Kcue3 B JUCTbIX MaTb-H-MayexH.

Ho nueska He TO/MbKO ero He ciayuiajia, HO Aaxe He AyMaaa o
HeM. OHa mpuuLIa B OTJIMYHOE HAaCTPOEHHe, NMOTOMY YTO BETEP YTHX
M JeHb ofOewan pasryiasaTbcid. BBICOKO-BBHICOKO, B SICHOM CHMHEBE
rnybokoro Heba mablin Oenble o6naka, y KOTOpbIX ObL1 TaKoik
CMOKOMHBINA, TakoW cuacT/iuBblii BuA! M Maiiio noTdaHy/si0 Ha JieCHbIe
JyXaWkKH, K 3aJIMTHIM COJIHLIEM XO0JIMaM, Ha Ty CTOPOHY oO3epa, —
Tyaa, rae, AOJXHO ObiTb, yXe AaBHO KMMesa Becesasd XH3Hb., OHa
BHMfe/Ia, KaK KayaJlMCh CTPOIHbIe cTeOeJIbki TpaBbl, KaK XeJTelu Ha
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JIECHOM OMnyllKe, B Y3KMX pBaX, BbICOKMEe KacaTMKU. C uallleyek 3TUX
LBETOB MOXHO ObIJIO pa3rnsaeTb TAaMHCTBEHHbIM, MOJHbIA Mpaka
eJIoBbIM 00Op, OTKy[a BesJI0 MpOXJajoi U nevanbio. Maits 3Hana, uto
B €ro YyrpioMoi THIIMHe, oOpalalolleid COJHEYHbIH CBeT B
KpaCHOBaTOe MeplLlaHWe, HAaXOAUTCSd HUKOMY HeBeJAOMOe CKa304Hoe
LapCTBO.

M nuenka noHecnacb no BO3ayXy, NMOYTH He CO3HaBas, Kyjaa OHa
nerena. Ee Manuau k cebe JiecHble JyXailkv, MoJieBble LBETHI,
NpoCTOp JIyros.

— O I'ocnogu! — pymana ona. — Kak xopoiua XH3Hb!
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Yyngeca Houu

Tak npoxoauau miss MajileHbKOM MaiM AHM M HeOeJM ee IOHOM
xu3Hu. IlpaBga, cpeau pagocTed M OMACHOCTENM €€ CTPaHCTBOBAHMH
TOCKa MO T[ojapyraM JeTcTBa, I10 pOAUMHE, M0 MOKHUHYTOMY €l
poOAMMOMY YJIbIO He pa3 MpOHHKaJia B ee cepaue. bbiBajiu MHUHYTHI,
Korma ee Mydwia 0e3nesdTesIbHOCTb, KOrJa €e TAHYJ0 K COpOAHYaM.
Ho oHa co cBoeit 6ecrioKoitHO HATypoit efBa JIM JOJIr0 yXHJIach Obl
cpean cooreuyecTBeHHUL. Cpean Bcex XMBBIX CYLIECTB BCTpPeYaloTCs
HaTypbl , KOTOpble HM 332 YTO HE MOTYT MPUMHUPHUTBHCS C MPUBBIYKAMU
OONBLIMHCTBA, K TaKMM HCKJIOUMTEJIbHBIM XapakTepaM Hajo
OTHOCUTbCS CEpbe3HO M OCTOPOXHO, He ocyXaasd Hux cpa3y. Benp
MOYTH BCeraa B HUX TAATCHd He JIGHOCTb M YINPSIMCTBO, a CTpeMJIeHHe
K 4YeMy-TO BbIClIeMy M JydllleMy, 4YeM OKpyXawliasd HXx
OOBIIEHHOCTb, M TaKHWe MSATYIIMECS CO3AAHMUS BIIOCJEICTBMM CBOMM
OMBITOM, yYMOM M J[00pOTOi1 3aBOEBBLIBAIOT aBTOPUTET Yy CBOMX
OJIMXHHUX...

VY Mmamorku Maitn Ob10 100poe M BleYaT/JIMTE/JbHOE CEpALE, a ee
OTHOLLUEHHE K OKpPYXaWLIEeMy MHUpPY BBITEKAJO M3 €€ CTPACTHOM
XaX bl 3HAHUI ¥ IyOOKOro MOHMMAaHUs KPacoThbl MPHUPOSbI.

Ho oauHouecTBO TsiXeso MEpeHOCUTb U B MHUHYTbI cuacThd. UYeM
OMbITHEE CTAaHOBW/IACh TMYeJiKa, TeM CHJbHee YYyBCTBOBaja OHa
norpebHocTh B oOwiecTBe M Jo0BM. OHa Obla Ternepb yXe He
HaMBHOM, HHYero He 3HaBLIeH MaJbllIKko# Maiteit, korga-To
NMOKMHYBILIE! pogHOil ropoa. Temepb 3TO Oblla KpacHBS CHIbHAas
nuyesa C KpPenkKUMU KpPbUIbSIMH, OCTPbIM XaJOM M C SCHBIM
MOHMMAaHMEM OMAacHOCTEe M pajaocreit Xu3Hu. Ecam Obl  oHa
BO3BpaTWIacb B CBOM yJei, Opocwiach Obl K HOraM wUapvUbl U
ucrpocusia Obl cebe TMpoleHHe, ee MNPUHAJIM Obl HAa POAMHE C
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PajoCTbiO, HO €€ YAEpPXHMBAJIO OT 3TOr0 OAHO HENpeoaoJUMOe
CTpeMJieHMe: Yy3HaTb 4eyioBeKka. OHa cCiblllaJla O HEM CTOJbKO
NMPOTHMBOPEYMBOINO, 4YTO HE TOJIBKO HE MOJYyYWIa O HEM TOYHOIO
npeACTaBJIeHUs, HO BCE ee CBefieHMs elle Oosbine cnytanucb. Kak
Obl To HM ObUIO, B rIyOMHE AyILIM OHA HE MOIrJIa OTPELUMTbCHS OT
yOexaeHHs, 4TO 4YeJOBEK — MOTyILIEeCTBEHHeillee, pa3yMHeillee U
Jyullee CylLIecTBO B MHUpe.

C BBICOTHI CBOoero mnoJiera Maitg yacTo BHAesia JIIOAEH, OJEThIX B
yepHoe, Oesioe, kpacHoe M mnectpoe miaatbe. Ho oHa HuM pa3y He
ocMeswiach K HMM npubausutbcd. OpHaxabl, Ha Oepery pyubs,
4TO-TO po30BOe Opocwaoch et B ma3a. OHa pewnaa, 4YTO 3TO
IBETOK, M ycTpeMwiacb Tyaa. Ho 3to Obl1 uesoBek — C
0e/JIOKypbIMH BOJIOCAMH, HEXHBIM LIBETOM JIMIAa, B PO30BOM ILJIaThe.
OH cnan cpeau LBETOB, ¥ HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO POCT €ro nokasasics
nmyeJiKe 'MraHTCKMM, BHA Y Hero ObUI Takoi MMJIBIM M J00pBIit, UTO OT
BOCXHILEHHSI M YMWJIEHMS Yy MNUeJKH BBICTYNMWIM Ha IJia3ax CJie3bl.
ITo3abbiB BCe, OHa XaAHO BIVISABIBAJIACh B CISIIEro 4esnaoBeka. B 3Ty
MHHYTY €l MM0Ka3aJioCb 0COOEHHO HEBEpPOSATHBIM BCE TO AYPHOE, UTO
OHa CJIBILLIAJIA O JIIOASX.

Iloxa Maitga pasmbilLIsiyia, K HeW TojajieTesia MYIIKa H
MOKJIOHWIACh €.

— Buaure BBl TaM uyesioBeKa? — BOCKJIMKHYJIa B3BOJIHOBAHHO
nmyeska, oTBeTHB Ha npuBetrcTBHe. — Kak o mpekpacen! Kak oH m06p!

Myumka ¢ u3ymyjeHHMeM B3IVISHyJla Ha Maiiio, NMOoToM Mea/IeHHO
obepHyJ1ach K MpeAMETY €€ BOCTOProB M MpOM3Hec/a:

— JHa, on HeaypeH. d ToabKO 4TO yKycwia ero M moobenasa.
CMoTpuTEe — BCe MO€E TeJI0 HaJIMTO €ro KPOBBIO.

ITuenka paxe 3a cepalle CXBaTWiacb — TaK MCIyrajia ee Aep30CTb
3TON0 KPOXOTHOINO HaceKOMOro.
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— UM on ymMmper ot 3TOoro?! — B yxace BOCKJIMKHYJa oHa. — Kyxa
Bbl YKycwin ero? Kak xBaTuio y Bac AyXy Ha TakKoW HeOOCTOWMHBIM
noctynok? Bel — XMIIHMK!

Myuika paccMmesisiach M Nponuilaia B OTBET:

— Jla Beap 3TO coBceM MaJieHbKMH d4esioBeuek! Jlogu Takon
BEJIMYMHBI, €CJIM HOTM MX HAMOJIOBUHY TMOKPBHITHl ILIMPOKUM LBETHBIM
naHUupem, Ha3bIBalOTCSH Je€BOUYKaAMM. Bbl obHapyxuBaeTe
nopasuresbHOe HeBexecTBo! Bel aymaere, JoauM oueHb go0pui? S He
3HAK0 HU OAHOTO CpPeAu HUX, KTO H00POBO/IbHO YCTYIuJ Obl MHE XOTb
KaIlJIl0 CBOEN KPOBH.

— IlpaBma, o uyenoBeke MHe HM3BECTHO OYE€Hb MaJjlo, — THUXO
corsiacuiace Maiis.

— CrpaHHO, a MeXJy TeM M3 BCEX HACEKOMBIX Bbl, MMYeJbl, CTOUTE
K HeMy OsiMxe Bcex. DTO 3HAKOT BCeE.

— 51 paHO MOKMHYJIa Hallle LIapCTBO, — po0OKO Nnpu3Hasace Mais. —
MHe 3axoTesiochb MO3HAKOMUTBCS C MUPOM.

— A, BOT uTo! — CKasaja MyIIKa M MOAOLLIA K Hel nobiamxe. —
Hy, xak BaM HpaBMTCs Balia cBoOoaHas Xu3Hb? CkasaThb Mo Mpasfe,
g ogo0psI0 Balle cTpemyjeHue K He3daBUCMMOCTH. UTo kacaercss MeHd,
s HMKOIJA HE COIJIaCHJIach Obl CIyXHTb YEJIOBEKY.

— Ho Beap M OH CAyXUT HaM, — BO3pa3Wja IIuejKa, He
JAonyckKasliasi, 4To0bl KTO-HUOYAb MOT OCYXJaTh €€ HapOA.
— Moxer ObiTh, — HeOpeXxHO oTBeTHsIa MylIka. — K Kakomy Bbl

TPUHAAJIEXUTE POAY?

— 4 npoucxoxy M3 MjaeMeHH Mues, XHUBYLIMX B 3aMKOBOM Iapke.
Hama napuna — Enena VIII.

— Tak, Tmak! — mnpousHecsna Mylka, IOKauuMBasi TIOJIOBOKD. —
IMpoucxoxaenus Bb 3HaTHoro. Knausitoce! Y Bac, kaxercd, Obiia
HegaBHo peBosioumsa? He npaBma /m? S cablmana o6 3ToM oOT
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FOHLIOB, KOTOPBbIX pa30oCjaJd IO BCeMy MHMpPY BoccTaBiuue. BepHo
3T0?

— Ha! — c ropaocTbio cka3ana Maiis.

Eift JbCcTMIO, 4YTO e€e Hapoa TO0Jb3yeTCd TaKOW IIMPOKOM
M3BECTHOCTbIO, U CepAlle ee 3alleMWJIO OT TOCKM Mo poauHe. Eu
3aX0TEJOCh BAPYI COBEPIUMTb KakKOM-HMOyAb TMOABUI, CHE€JaTh
4yTO-HMOYAb BEJMKOE [JIS Uapvubl, I8 Ojara CBOEil CTpaHBbI.
OxBaueHHas 3TOM MBIC/IbIO, OHa Mno3abbuia U O 4YesoBeKe. A MOXeET
ObITh, OHA 0OJIbllle HE pacCrpaliMBajia MYIIKY €lle U MOTOMY, 4TO
He OXHUAasia YCJbIIIaTh OT Hee HUYero Xopourero. 3TO HaceKoMoe
NMOKa3aJIoCh €l HaxaJbHbIM M Jep3KMM, a Takue OCOObl TOJIbKO M
JIeJIal0T, YTO 3JI0CJIOBST.

— Iloitny-ka rJoTHY ele 4YeJOBEeYeCKO KpPOBH, — IIpOMU3HEC/Ia
MyIlIKa. — A MOTOM MNOWAY TaHLEBAaTb BMECTe C MOAPYXKaMH B
BEUEPHMX JIyuyax COJIHLA, YTOObI 3aBTpa Obljia XOpollas Iorojia.

Maijig ynerena, 4yTtoObl He BMAETb, KaK MYIIKA IMPUYMHUT 3J10
craBumieMy pebenky. OHa yauBiasjach, KaKk 3TO XMILHHULA TNPU ITOM
He noruOaer. Beap Kaccangpa rosopusa eit: «Ecam Thl yXanauuib
yeJioBeKa, Thl MOrMOHelb».

Maits TBepio MOMHMJIA 3TO HacTtaBjeHHe. Ho ee Xxaxpaa y3HaThb
Joaed nmobaMXxe OCTaBajiaCh He YAOBJETBODEHHOM, M OHa peiuwna
ObITb CMeJiee U He IAAUTb YCUJIMM I AOCTMXEHMUS 3TOM LIEJIH.

* %k k

Xenauue Maitm UCMOJHUIOCH CaMbIM YAMBMTEJbHBIM 00pa3oM, M
TakK, KaK OHa 3TOro COBCEM He 0XHjaJa.
OpHaxabl B TEIMUIbIA JIETHUI Beuep MueJKa OTNpPaBWIACh CIMaTh
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paHbie o0biyHOro. Cpeay HOYM OHa BHE3AITHO IPOCHYJIaCh, YEro C
HEK paHbllle HMKOraa He ciayudajiocb. OTKpBIB IVla3a, OHa He Morja
npuiT B cebs or M3ymueHus. Bce ee xuiuMile OBUIO HAIOJHEHO
MSTKMM T0Jiy0OBaThIM CBETOM, IIPOHMKABIIMM Yepe3 CHUsBIIEe, KakK
cepeOpsHBI 3aHaBeC, BXOJAHOE OTBepcTHEe. Maiits 3amepsa, 0osch
MOLIEBEJUTbCSI, HO OHAa He MCIBIThIBaJla HUKAKOIO0 CTpaxa — Tak
YMHPOTBOPSIOLIE JeHCTBOBaJ 3TOT uyAecHbIh cBeT. CHapyXH A0 Hee
JOHOCHJIUCb HEXHbIe 3BYKH, TaKMe TFapMOHMYHbIE U CJIagKHe, KaKHuX
OHa ellle HUKOrAa He cjablxasa.

Torma oHa pemmiIach BBICYHYTh TIOJIOBY M3 CBoero yb0exwia.
BarngHyna — © 3aMepsia B BOCTOpre: BeCb MHUpP IOKasaicd eu
3auapoBaHHbIM. Bce KpyroM cBepkasio u 0Jiectesio cepeOpoM, B TpaBe
MCKPWINCh TBHICSYM CBETJIBIX XEMUYXHH, TpaBa Oblla TOYHO TOAEpPHYTa
ByaJiblo, a CTBOJIbI Oepe3 M CISIUHE JIUCThS Ka3aIMCh pa3pHCOBAHHBIMU
OeJibIMH y30paMH.

— OTO HOYb, — IpOLIENTaJa MYesiKa, MOJJUTBEHHO CJIOXHUB PYKH. —
ToJ1bKO HOUb MOXET OBITh TaKOM UY/ECHOM...

ToHkoe rosny00oBaTOE CHSHHE JIMJIOCh CBEPXY Ha 3Ty KapTHHy, M
Maiiga, moagHsgB rnasa, yBHAE A BBICOKO Ha Hebe cJerka CKpBITHIM
JIMCTbSIMU OyKa IOJIHBIN cepeOpsHblil KPYT JIYHBI, JYYH KOTOPOH TaK
BOJIIIEOHO TMpeoOpa3win BCIO 3eMJII0. A BOKPYT JIYHHOTO JIMKa ropesio
Oecunc/ieHHOE MHOXECTBO IIpeKpacHbIX 3Be3[l, TaKMX SpPKHX,
MPUBETJIMBBIX U CITOKOMHBIX!..

[Tuenka ObIa BHE CeOS OT CUACThsl, UTO €i1 y/aJIOCh YBHAETh HOUb,
JIYHY M 3Be3[bl M B3IVISHYTb Ha AuBHOoe 3peauiule. OHa yXxe cJbillaja
0 HEM, HO He mpejrnoJiarajaa, 4To 3TO TaK KpPacHUBO...

Bapyr cosceM Osm3ko ot Maiim pasganoch IeHHE, KOTOPOE,
No-BUANMOMY, U pa30yansio ee. 3BYKH €ro HaloOMHHAJIM YMPHUKaHbe
BOpoObs, OBICTpOE, OueHb 3BOHKOE M rapmMoHumuyHoe. Kasanoch, uTo
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OHM JIWIMCb Ha 3eMJII0 BMeCcTe C JIYHHbIM cusHueM. [luenka
OrJisiabiBajiacb Mo CTOPOHAM, CTapasiCb OTbICKAaTb HEBUAMMOrO MNeBLa,
HO B TpPUYYQJIMBOM Hrpe CBeTa M TEHUM OHAa HEe MOrJa $SCHO
paccCMOTpeTb  OKpyXamwluee: Bce OblJI0 OKYTAaHO  KaKOM-TO
CKa304YHO-NPEKPACHONU ABIMKON TAUHCTBEHHOCTH.

Maiis nouyBCcTBOBaJsia, YTO He B CHMJAX YCHIETb B CBoeM yOexHuiie.
Eii 3axoTenoch yBUaeTb MUp B €ro HOBOM KpacorTe.

«[ocnogp OyneTr MOMM XpaHuTesieM, — MoayMasna oHa. — Beap ¢
He 3aMBbIILJISI0O HUUETO AYPHOIO».

[Muesika yXe roToBMUJIACh BbIJIETETb HA 3aJUTbIA FONYyObIMU JIyuyaMH
JIyr, KaK BApPYr 3aMeTuJia coBceM 0siM3ko ot cebs, Ha BeTke Oyka,
MajJieHbKOe KpblJIaTOE CYLIeCTBO, KAakoro OHa J0 TeX TMop He
BCTpeyasa. OTO CTpaHHOe CO3JaHWe, TMOBEPHYBIUMCb JIMLIOM K
HOYHOMY CBETWJy, MOBOJAMJIO HOXKOM IO OJHOMY M3 CBQUX Y3KHX
KpblJIb€B, BBLICOKO TMOAHSAB ero KBepxy. M3pganu kasanocb, 4TO OHO
UrpaeT Ha CKPMIIKE...

— Kak xopowo! Kakag npenectb! — npowenrtana Mavis u
ObICTPO moa/ieTesia K My3bIKaHTY.

Tuxas Houb AbllIasa TENJIOM, M M4Yesika He 4YyBCTBOBaJsia, UTO
BO3AyX Obln1 xosoaHee, uyeM aHeM. OHa ycesacb psaoOM ¢
He3HakoMueM. Tor cpa3y nOpekpatua  urpy. MoOMeHTanbHO
BOoLApUJIach Takas riybokad THUILIMHA, 4yTO Maite gaxe cTano XyTKo.

— JlobOpoit Houn! — BeXJIMBO NMpPOM3HEC/Ja OHa, yBEepeHHas, uTo
nocsje 3axoja COJIHLA HajAo 3J0poBaTbCcd MMeHHO Tak. — IIpocture,
uTo 9 Mewakw BaM. Ho B Baluei urpe CTOJIbKO OuYapOBaHHUS, UTO
HEBOJIbHO JIETUIUb Ha ee 3BYKH.

HesHakoMel ¢ u3yMJieHMEM YCTaBWICS HA MUEJIKY.

— UYrto BBl 3a Hacekomoe? — cnpocun OH. — $ BHMXY Bac
BIEpBbIE.
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— S nuena Maiis.

— Ax, BBl nuesna... Tak, Tak!.. Ho Beap BbI, KaxeTcs, JHEBHOe
Hacekomoe? S cabilian o BalieM IieMeHH oT exa. OH roBopua MHe,
4YTO MOXHpPAET MO BeuepaM MEPTBELIOB, KOTOPLIX Bbl BbiOpachiBaeTe
M3 BalUMUX YJIbEB.

— Ja, — poOko ckasasa Maiia, — 310 npasga. Kaccaupapa
pacckasbiBasia MHe 00 3ToM. EX mnpuUXoguT B CyMepKM noadOMpaTh
HaIIMX TNMOKOMHMKOB. Haium no3opHbie TOXe roBOopuad MHE 00 3TOM.
Ho pasBe Bbl 3HaKOMBI C eX0M? DTO Belb yXacHoe uyaoBuiie!

— Hy, 3t0ro g He Haxoxy! Mbl, HOUHble KY3HEUHUKH, HAXOJAUMCH C
eXaMHy B XOpolIMX OoTHolleHusx. [IpaBaa, MHOrga OHM MBITAKOTCSA HAc
MU3JI0BUTh, HO 3TO MM HHUKOrAa He yjaeTcsi. Mbl TOJIBKO UIpaeM C
HUMMM M Jpa3HUMM MX. Mbl Ha3biBaeM MX AS9A0LIKAMM. BcakoMmy Beab
HaJo0 XMUTb, He mnpaBaa au? UM noka OHM He MOCATalOT Ha Haly
XHW3Hb, HAaM BC€ PaBHO.

IMuenka mnokauana rososoro. OHa Oblia APYroro MHEHHs, HO He
X0TeJia NMPOTUBOPEUYUTh HE3HAKOMILLY.

— 3HauuT, Bbl KY3HEUMK? — [IpYXeJ00HO CIpOoCU/a OHa.

— Jla, HouHOM Ky3HeuMK.. Ho, moxanyiicta, He MeluaiTe MHe. $
JIOJIXEH TPOAOJXaTh CBOK Hrpy. Tenepp Kak pa3 MOJIHOJYHHE, H
HOYb Ha AMBO XOpolla...

— DByabre n00pbl, pacckaxuTe MHE 4YTO-HMOyAb MpPO HOYb, —
nonpocuaa Maiis.

— Her Ha cBeTe HHUero rnpekpacHee JIETHEH HOUM, — CKasai
Ky3Heunk. — OHa HanosHseTr aywmy OJsaxeHcTBoM. Ecam Bbl 3TOro
HE TOYYBCTBOBAJIM, CAylLIas MOI MIpy, TO MOM OObSICHEHHS OyayT
Oecrnosie3Hbl... M 3aueM crTpemurech Bbl BCe Y3HaTh? Mbl, XaJkue
CyllleCTBa, MOXEM IO03HAThb JIMIIb HUUTOXHYK YacTHLY MHpa, HO
KpacoTy ero Mbl MOXEM OLIYILIATh BO BCEH €€ IOJIHOTE.
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N kxy3Heuuk BO30OHOBMJI CBOM MOJIHBII JIMKYIOLUMX TpEJiel TMMH,
3ByuYaBLWIMK IS CuAEBLIEH pSAOM C MY3bIKAHTOM TYeJKH C
OCOOEHHOM CHJIOW M BbIPa3UTEJbHOCTbIO. OHAa BHMMATEJILHO €ro
caywasna, rayboko 3aJyMaBLUMCh O CMBICJIE XHU3HM.

HeoxupanHo My3bika ymosnkaa. Maiis orngHynace. Paspascs
TPeCK — M Ky3HEYHMK yCKakas.

«Houb HaBeBaeT nevanb», — Mojgymasja nueska.

Ei#t 3axoresoch mocuaeTb Ha TOKPbLITOM LBeTaMu Jyxaike. Ha
Oepery pyubsi, B €ro ObICTPOM TEYE€HMM, YyBJIeKaBlleM 3a 00010
JIYHHOE CHUSIHMe, OHa 3aMeTH/Ja OTpPaXeHHe CTPOMHbIX BOASHBIX
aunuin. Bopa xypuana M cBepkasa, a HapsAHble LUBETbl CNajJiM B HeEWH,
CMOKOMHBIM CHOM. «OHM 3acHYJ/IM OT M30bITKA CYACTbhA», — MoOAyMasja
Maiig, onmycTMBIUMCL HAa OAWH M3 OeJibIX JIENMEeCTKOB M HE OTpbiBas
3a4apoOBaHHOrO B30pa OT OeXaBLUero, Kak >XMWBOE CYLUECTBO, pyubs.
Ha ©Gepery cepeOpuanch, CJIOBHO YChIlIAHHbIE 3BE3JI0YKAMH,
OepeskH...

«Kyna Teuetr Boga? — paymana nuyesnka. — Ky3Heuuk npaB: Mbi
3HaeM 0 MMpe TakK MaJo...»

MbIC/IM ee mpepBaJio HEXHOE M YUCTOE NMeHue. B Hem OblJIO 4TO-TO
He3eMHoe. Y Maiin gaxe ayx 3axBaTHJIO OT BOCTOpra.

«YTo-TO 9 elne yBUXY?» — MeJbKHYJIO Y Hee B roJioBe.

OnHa M3 JuaMit cserka 3akosiebasiach, M nyenka 3aMeTH]a BAPYT
MaJeHbKylo M  0enylo, Kak CHer, ueJioOBeYeCcKyl  pYyuKy,
JepXaBLIYyloCd 3a Kpas JienecTka CBOMMM KPOXOTHBIMM MaJIbUMKAMM.
Bcaen 3a tem oTTyaa BbivisHysa Oesokypas rosioBKa, a 3a Hei
MoKas3aJiocb Jierkoe, HEXHoe Tejble, oaeToe B Oenoe niaatbe. U3
LUBETKA BbLIE3 YeJIOBEYEK M, MPOTIHYB K JIyHE CBOM TOHKHE PYUKH,
CMOTpEJI CO CYACT/IMBOI YJILIOKOM Ha SCHYIO HOYb, OKYTaBIUYIO CO BCEX
CTOpPOH 3eMJ10. BApyr Tesibue KpOLIKM 3aTperneTano, U Ha ClIMHE y HEro
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pa3sBEepHYJIMCb [Ba CBETJIbIX, KaK JIYHHOE€ CHSIHWEe, KpbIIbILIKA,
KOTOpble TO MOAHMMAJMUCh HAjA €ro roJioBoi, TO HMCMAJaJM K €Ero
HoraM. [Ipo3pauHbiit KPOXOTHBIN YesioBeYeK MPOTAHYJ PYKH K Hely
M 3amneJ.

Kaxpoe c/10BO ero rnecHu OTYeTJIMBO JOHOCUJIOCH A0 Maiiu.

Hebo, 3Be3abl, CBET HOYHOH —

Bor cTpaHa Mos poaHas.

CMepTh NPHUXOAMT, XU3Hb CMEHSS, —
Toabko ayx GeccMepTeEH MOW.

Benb ayma Moss — fabixaHbe

Mupa Be4HOI KpacoThl.

JduBHbl BoXxuu ueprhl.

JInBHO Kaxjgoe co3aaHbe!

[lyena paspwbiganacb. OHa He MorJia MOHATb, UTO HaBesJI0O Ha Hee
TaKylo Meyajb U B TO Xe BpeMs TaKYy pafoCTb.
MasneHbkHit Yes10BedyeK MOBEPHYJICS K HEl M y4acTJIMBO CIPOCHII:

— KTo TyT nnauver? _

— Ax! D10 9! — orBeTMna, BcxaunbiBag Maitga. — Ilpocture, uTo
q noMelllaja BaM...

— ITouemy Xxe Tbl Miaveub?

— He 3naw, — orBetnna nyeska. — MoxeT ObITb, MMOTOMY, YTO
Bbl Tak npekpacHbl. KTo Bbi? Ckaxutre MHe, KTO Bbl? Bbl, HaBepHO,
aHren?

119









— O Het! — cepbe3Ho Bo3pasua el Kpouwika. — A anabd,
XUBYWIMI cpeau uBeToB... Ho mpomy Te0s: roBopu MHe «Tbi». UTo
Thl TYT JeJiaelllb TaK MO3JIHO HOYbID, MaJieHbKas muesika?

OH nopneren k Maite, ces Ha JiemecTOK M JIaCKOBO MOCMOTPEJT Ha
nuenky. M noka oHa pacckasbiBajsa eMy BCe, UTO 3HaJja, BCe, K 4eMy
CTPEMHJIACh U YTO MEpPeXusaa, OH He CBOJAWJ C Hee CBOMX OO0JIbLIMX
TEMHBIX IJIa3.

Korana ona ymoskna, 3abd morsaaua ee Io rojgoBe U MOCMOTpPE
Ha Hee C TakKol J00BbIO, UTO OHA OT CYACThS YYTh He JIMILMIACh
YYBCTB.

— Mpbi, anabdbl, — Havan OH, — XHUBEM JIMIIb CeMb HOYEl U
JOJDKHBI OCTaBaTbCs B TOM LBETKe, TAe poAWIUCb. Ecau Mbl ero
NMoKujaaeM, TO yMMpaeM Ha YTPEHHEN 3ape.

— O, netu ckopee, JleTM CKOpee Haszajg K TBoeMy LBeTKy! —
MCIyraHHO BOCKJIMKHYJ1a Maiis.

Db} nevyasbHO MOKauyas roJioBolo.

— Ilo3gno! — npousHec oH. — Ho caywain panblie.
BoJIbLLIMHCTBO M3 HAc MOKHUJAAeT CBOM POAHON LBETOK, MOTOMY UYTO C
3TUM JUIS HAac CBg3aHO OoJiblloe cuactbe. Begkuit takoit anbd, xors
OH U yMHpaeT paHHelH CMepThblOo, MepexHUBaeT UYyaAHYK Houb. B ero
BJIaCTU MCIOJIHUTh 3aBEeTHOE XeJlaHWe BCIKOro CYyIlecTBa, KOTOpOe
OH BCTPETHUT MNepBbIM B 3Ty HOYb Ha cBoeM nyTu. U ecam oH
Cepbe3HO pellaeT IOKMHYTb CBOM LIBETOK, UYTOObBI KOMY-HUOYAb
MPUHECTHU CYACTbE, Y HEro MrHOBEHHO BbIPACTalOT KPbLIbS.

— O! Ecau 661 ¥ 5 Morsia tak! — BOoCkJMKHyJsa Maiis. — Kakoe
Hac/JaXxjaeHue — MCIIOJIHUTD Ybe-IM00 3aBeTHOe XenaHue!

IMuenka ¥ He jgoraabiBajiach, YTO OHA-TO MMEHHO M OblJa TeM
nepBbIM CYILIECTBOM, KOTOpOe BCTpeTua 3jabd, MNOKUHYB CBOH
LIBETOK.

122



— Heyxenn, — cnpocuna Maiiss, — Tbl J0JIXE€H CErOAHS
ymepeTb?

Oabd KMBHYJI M0OJIOBOIO, HO CKOpee PaJOCTHO, YEM IeYasbHO.

— Ilpexne ueM yMepeTb, Mbl €llle YBUAMM YTPEHHIOIO 3aplo, —
cka3an oH. — Ho kxorma poca HauuMHaeT cnagaTh, Hac BCAacbIBaeT B
ceOs Ta HeXHas MeJjeHa, UTO JIOXKHUTCS Ha Jyra ¥ mnoJss. Pa3Be Tol He
3aMeyasia, 4YTO OHa COBCeM Oesas M MepuaeT OeCUMCIEeHHBIMHU
OroHbkaMu? DTO CHUSIHUE TPOU3BOAMM Mbl, 31bdbl. ITO — HALUU
Kpbibd M T1uiaTbe. C BOCXOJOM COJIHLIA MBI TMpeBpallaeMcs B
KarneJbKHd pOChl, pPAaCTEHMss HaC MbIOT, M, TaKMM 00pa3oM, Mbl
yuyacTByeM B UX POCTe, II0Ka CHOBA He BOCKpeECaeM B LIBETaX.

— 3HauuTt, TH yXe Ob1 Korma-to 3iabdoM? — crpocuiaa
nyesika.
— Ha, — orBetun oH. — Ho g 3T0ro He MoMHIO, MOTOMY YTO BO

BpeEMsl HAIllero CHa IT0J CEHbIO JIEMECTKOB Mbl 3a0biBaeM Bce, 4YTO
repeXuBaJii paHblile.

— O, KakK g 3aBUAYIO TBOe# cyabbe! — BockJMKHYJs1a Maiis.

— Ecau npaBwibHO paccyxpaTb, — ckKasan 3ibd, — TO 3TO
yaen BceX 3eMHBIX CYLIECTB, XOTsS He BCe OHM M He Bcerja
npoOyXaalTcd K XH3HM B LBeTax... Ho He OyaeM rosoputb 00
3TOM CerojHs...

— Kak g cuactiiMBa, — THXO NMpPOU3HEC/IA ITUEsIKA.

— Heyxenun y TeOs HET HMKAKOIo XeJaHUd? — Cnpocua 3abd. —
Beab s MOry ero MCIOJIHUTb, MO0 Thl — MEpPBOE CYLIECTBO, KOTOpOe
BCTPETUII.

— S?! — BockiMKHYJIa mnopaxeHHas Maiis. — Ho Beap 4
HUUTOXHAs MaJjieHbKas muesnka... Her! Orto caumikom! S HuueM He
3aCJyXWaa Takou pagocCTH...

— HwukTo He MoXeT 3acayXuTh A00poe M IpeKpacHoe, —
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BO3pa3ui 31bd, — U TO U APYroe MpPUXOAUT K HaM, KaK COJTHEYHBIi
CBeT.

Cepneuko Maiin ycwieHHo 3abwiock... O! YV Hee gaBHO yXxe ObuIO
ropsiuee XeJiaHMe, HO OHa He CMeJia ero BbiCKasaTb. OpHako 3ibd
yrajaja ee MbICJib, IOTOMY UYTO JIMLIO €r0 03apUJIOCh TaKO# YJIBIOKOM,
YTO MYeJiIKa yXe He MOIVIa HUUEro OT HETro CKPhITh.

— Hy? — cnpocun oH, mnpoBeas pykoKw 10 CBoeMy J0Oy u
30JI0OTUCTBIM BOJIOCaAM.

— 4 xorena Obl YBUIAETH JIOJAEN, Y3HATh UX U YOEOUTHLCH, UTO OHHM
JEACTBUTEJBHO TNpeKpacHbl, — OBICTPO mnpou3Hecsa Maits u cama
ucnyranacb. Eil nmokasasoch, 4TO 3/71b( OTKaXeT el U UYTO TaKoe
BEJIMKOE XeJIJaHHWE MCITOJTHUTh HEBO3MOXHO.

Ho 3nbd nopHsincs, B39/ CHNOKOWHO M Cepbe3HO 3a PpPYKY
JPOXaBLIYIO OT BOJIHEHHUS IMUYEJIKY M CKa3as:

— ITonerum Bmecte. TBoe XenaHue OyaeT MCIIOJTHEHO.
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B TumimnHe seTHer Houum 3abd UM Mais mnoHecaAUCh Hap
uBeTylwiMMuM ayramMu. Korga oHM JeTenM  Haja  3epKaJibHOM
MOBEPXHOCTBIO pyuYbsi, OTpaxeHHe 3jbda Kasajochb OexaBllel Mo
BOJie 3BE€3J0UKOMH.

C kakoit 0e3rpaHuMyHOi pajoOCThI0 [OBEpPWIACh IYEJKA 3STOMY
KpoTKOoMYy cyiectBy! Eif xoresioch paccnmpocuTb ero 0 MHOIOM, HO OHa
He cmesia. OHa 4yBCTBOBasa, UTO 3jbd CaM BCe YCTPOMT KakK HaJa0 M
KakK JIyullle.

Korga oHM ouyTHIMCh B ajiiee CTPOMHBIX TOIMOJIeH, UM TMomnaJcs
HaBcTpeuy OO0JIbLIOH, TEMHOro LBETa MOThLIEK. b KPUKHYJI
eMy:

— Ilocroit, noxanyiicra!

Maita yauBuIach, KaK OXOTHO MOTBIJIEK TOBMHOBAJICA 3TOMY
npu3biBy. OHM ONYCTWINCb BTPOEM Ha CYK BBICOKOro jepeBa.
MorTbljiek yceJsics Kak pa3 npoTuB nuesiku. OH MeasIeHHO mogbiMaJ U
MSITKO OINYCKaJl CBOM PpaclpocTepTbie Kpblibs, IMOX0XHE Ha [aBa
onaxana. Ilueska 3amMeTwna Ha HHUX LIMPOKHME CBETJIO-TOJyObie
nosiockl. ['osioBa y Hero Oblsia TOUHO M3 YyepHoro bapxara, a Ha JMle,
HarlOMMHaBLlIEM TaMHCTBEHHYIO MacKy, CBepKaJia Iapa TEeMHbIX
raas...

«Kak cTpaHHO BBIMJISASIT XHMBbIE CyIlleCTBa HOUbIO!» — moayMasa
Maiis. Ee cierko 3HoOM0, M eif Ka3ajocb, YTO OHA CIIUT U BUIAUT
CTPaHHBbIN COH.

— Bbl oueHb KpacuBbl, — He yJepXaJjach OHa.
— KT0 370 ¢ TOOOI0O? — Cripocus1 HOUHOM MOTBLIEK 3Jbda.
— [Iluena, — orBeTMN TOT, — 9 BCTPETWI €e, KOraa IMOKHUHYJI

YyaluleykKy LBETKaA.
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MorTbiniek, MO-BUAUMOMY, 3HaJ, YTO 3TO 3HAUWJIO, MOTOMY UYTO OH
He 0e3 3aBMCTH B3IJISHYJ Ha Maiiio M MOKJOHWICH eM.

— CuyactiuBuua! — THMXO NPOMU3HEC OH.

— A pa3sBe Bbl HeCYaCTHbI? — y4YacCTJIMBO CIPOCHJIa MYeJsKa.

— O HeTr! — MpHUBETIMBO OTBETHUJI OH, TPOHYTHIA €€ ydyacTHeM, U
MOCMOTpEJI Ha Hee C TaKoM 0/1aroJapHOCTbIO, YTO OHa rorosa Oblia
HEMeIJIEHHO C HMM ToAapyXuTbcsi. Ee ocraHaBiuMBan J/uvlIb €ro
TMraHTCKMHM POCT.

Db} TOMHTEpPeCOBAaJICS Y MOTbLJIbKAa, OTMNpPaBWJach JIM yXe Ha
MOKOM JieTydas MbIllb.

— Ha! — orBetun Tor. — VYXxe paBHo. Thl cnpammBaewp 00
3TOM, 4YTOOBI HE OINO3[aTh C MCIOJHEHUEM ee XeJaHUss? — CIIPOCHJI
OH, noka3biBasi Ha Maiilo.

Onbd KMBHYA roJsioBow. [luenke oueHb XOTeJIOCh Y3HaThb,
YTO TakKoe JieTyyas Mbilllb, HO €€ CIIYyTHHUK, KaXeTcs, OuYeHb

TOPOIMUJICS.

— Houb kopoTka, — cka3an OH, OECrTOKOWHO OTKHWAbIBaAsS CBOM
Osnecrtsume BoJsiockl. — [Tosetum, Maiis, HaM Hajgo CHELUUTb.

— He noase3t™v s Te6s HEMHOro? — MPEATOXUI MOTbIJIEK.

— Cnacub6o! B apyroit pas! — nob6sarogapua ero 31bd.

«3HauuT, HUKorga! — mnevaJibHO TojayMmasia mnuyeska. — Beab Ha

3ape OH yMperT...»

MoTbliek ocTajici Ha MeCTe M JOJr0 CJAeAWJ IVIa3aMH, Kak
Osectsilee Mathe 3abda OTAANSAIOCH Bce OoJiblie M OoJsiblie M
HaKOHeL MCYe3JI0 B HOYHOI aanu. Torma, MeaJIeHHO MOBEPHYB Ha3aj
rojioBy, OH HayaJl pacCMaTpMBaTb CBOM TEMHbIE C TOJyObIMM
MOJIOCKAMH KPbLIbg. 3aT€M OH MOrPY3WICHd B Pa3MbILLUJIEHHMS.

«MHe Bcerma roBopuaM, — AYMajJ OH, — 4YTO o OecUBETHOE M
0e3o0pa3Hoe HaceKOMOe, YTO MOe OfiessHME HE MOXET CPaBHUTbCH C
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NpeKpacHbIM HapsaoM [AHeBHbiXx 0abouek... A MajeHbKas ruesa
CyMmeJia yBUAETb BO MHE TOJIbKO KpacHBoOe...»

[lotoM oH BcnoMHMA, kak Maig cnpocuna ero, He Hec4acTeH JIM
OH.

— Hert, — THUX0 npou3Hec oH, — Tenepb 1 yXe He rpyiy...

Tem BpemeHem Maiis ¢ 3abdoM seTesM HaA TYCTbIM CajioM.
OnbsHswUlee 01aroyxaHue MpoxJagHOM poChbl M ApPEMaBLUMX LIBETOB
3a4apoBbIBaJIM MX, FOBOPS MM O BEJIMKMX M 0J1arOTBOPHBIX uyaecax
npupoabi. JInsoBbie rpo3absi akalUMWi AbillIaJIM CBEXECTbIO, a PO30BbIi
KYCT Ka3aJCd MHUHMATIOPHbIM OnecTdwMmM HeOOM, YCESAHHbIM
KpPacHbIMM 3Be3J0YKaMMU. benblie snenecTkM XacMMHA JIMJIM BOKPYT
ceOs 0OOXEeCTBEHHBbIN apoMaT, OTAaBas B 3TOT yac BCE, UTO MOIVIM.

B BosHEeHMM nuesika noxaJsia PpykKy aiabda, 1asa KOTOpPOro
CBEPKHYJIM HEOECHBIM OTHEM.

— 9 wuHukorma He npeacraBasna cebe HUuero nomoOHoro, —
npoulernTaJja oHa.

N B TO Xe MrHoBeHbe JieTeBlas BHM3 3Be3da HAMNoJIHWIA ee
cepALle nevyasblo.

— O, cmorpu! — BOCKJMKHYJ1a OHa, — oHa ynana! Tenepsb
HecuacTHas OyaeT BeyHo OsyXaaTb M He oOpeTeT CBOero Mecra.

— Her, — cepbe3Ho orBeTua et 3abd, — 3TO He 3Be3da, a
CBETJISUOK.

Tonbko B 3Ty MUHYTY Maiis 3aMeTuna, noueMy ei Obl1o Tak
JIETKO M TPUATHO C €€ CNYTHUKOM: OH He CMesJicd Hajg ee
HEBEXECTBOM, OXOTHO TMONpaBjsj OWMWOKM M OOBIACHS BCe
HEMOHSTHOE.

— OTH CBeTNI4YKM — YAMBMTEJIbHbIE CO3JAAHMUS, — TMPOAOJIXKA
OH. — OHM 6poAST HOUBLIO CO CBOMM COOCTBEHHbIM CBETOM, OXMBJIAS
MM TEMHbIE€ YrOJIKM TMNOJA KYCTaMHM, KyAa CUSHHME JIYHbl HE MOXET
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NMPOHUKHYTb. TakK OHM Jierko HaxoadaT Apyr apyra. Ilo3xe, korga Mbl
NMPWIETUM K UYE€JIOBEKY, Thl MO3HAKOMMILILCS C HUMM MOOJIMXKE.

Maiiga yauBunace.

— A BOT yBUaMLIb! — OTBeTH] 3/bD.

B 3TO MrHOBEHbe OHM TMPHUOJM3MINCH K 3apoClueil XACMHUHOM M
XHUMOJIOCTbIO Oeceike, OTKyJa [HOOHOCWICS THUxuit wwenor. OuHwu
ONMYCTWINCh Ha 3EMJII0, U 3J1bd KUBHYJ OJMXailleMy CBET/JSUKY.

— Byas Tak gobp, — mnomnpocus OH, — IOCBETH HAM HEMHOTO.
Ham Hago npobpaThcs yepe3 TEMHYIO Tylly JMCTbeB, UTOObl MOMacThb
BHYTpPb OeceakH.

— Ho Beap TBoe cusiHue sipue MOero, — 3aMeTHJI CBETJISUOK.
— MHe Toxe Tak KaxeTcsd, — MOAAepXaJa ero nyeska.
— 51 nosixeH 3aBEPHYTbCH B JIMCTOK, — OOBICHUJ 31bd, — HMHaAUE

JIIOAM YBUAAT MEHS U ucnyrairoTcsa. Mbl MoxeM SBJASTbCS 4Ye€JO0BEKY
TOJIBKO BO CHE.

— Ax, 310 geno apyroe! — ckasaa cBeTJiSUOK. — 51 rotoB Tebe
CAYXWUTb M MWCIOJHIO BCE, YTO Thl MpUKaxewb. A 3T0 O6osblioe
HacekoMoe, KOTopoe ¢ To00w0, He MPUUYMHHUT MHe 3J1a?

Onbd oTpMULATENIBHO IOKAayasJ TOJIOBOIO, M CBETJSYOK Cpas3sy
YCIOKOMJICS.

KpoxoTHbIi 4esioBeYeK TIUIATEe/bHO 3aBEPHYJICS B 3€JIeHbIH
JIUCTOK, COBEPLIEHHO CKPbIB IMOJ HHUM CBoe O0esioe IUIaThe; 3aTeM
OH COpBaJl B TpaBe MaJIeHbKMH Tr0Jiy0Oif KOJIOKOJIbYMK M KakK
LLIJIEMOM HaKpbLI MM CBOlO 0esloKypylo roJIOBKy, OCTaBMB
OTKPBITBIM TOJIbKO OJielHOE JIMUMKO, KOTOpOe OblI0, OJHAKO, TaKUM
MaJIeHbKMM, 4YTO BpPSA JIM KTO-HMOyab Mor Obl ero 3aMeTutb. OH
NpPEeJIOXUJI CBETJISUKY CEeCTb K HEMy Ha IUIed0 M, 3aCJIOHMB Cjerka
KpbUIOM CBeT, UTOOBI OH He CJIenWwI eMy I/a3a, B3ss Maiio 3a pyky
M cKasaJn:
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— A tenepp — B nyTb! IlonpoOyeM-ka npoObpaTbCs BOT TYT.

Iluenka, He mnepecrtaBaBllas AyMaTb O TOM, UYTO CKasaja 3Jbd,
CIpoCcHJia ero:

— JIroau BUAAT CHBI, KOTAa OHM cnsaT?

— He Tonbko xorma cnat, — oTBeTW1 OH. — HHorma 3To ObiBaer
C HMMHM M HasBy. B Takux cjiydasx OHM OOBIYHO CHMAST, HHU3KO
ONMYCTHB TIOJIOBY, M 3aAyMYMBO IJISAST BJaJib, CJIOBHO IbITasACh
NMPOHUKUYTh CBOMM B30POM IO Ty CTOPOHY Heba. UesioBeyecKHe CHBbI
BCerga ImpekpacHee XW3HHM, U ITIOTOMY-TO Mbl SBJISEeMCS JIIOASM
TOJIbKO KOI/la OHM CISAT...

Bapyr OH OBICTPO TNPWIOXWI MaabuyMK K TrybaM U yMOJK.
OToaBMHYB LBeTYLIYI0 BeTKY XaCMMHa M TOATOJIKHYB CJierka
MuYesIKy Briepel, OH IMpOoLUenTa:

— CMortpu... Bor Te, Kkoro Tl Uckaa.

N Maiis yBugena B TeHHM ABYX JIlOAeH, CHMAEBIIMX Ha CKaMbe, —
MOJIOAYIO JeBYIIKY M IoHomy. OHa CKJIOHMJIa rOJIOBY K HEeMY Ha
njae4o, a OH OOHMMaJ ee PYKOI0 3a TaJMio, CJIOBHO 3allMIas OT
HeBUAMMOMH omacHOCTH. OHHM MOJIYAIH, YCTPEMHMB IVia3da B HOYHOM
nonympak. O6a, kasanoch, cnaau. Bce Bokpyr Obu1o THx0. JIMmb
BIaJIM Ppa3faBa/ioCb CTPEKOTaHME KY3HEUHMKOB, Ja JIYHHBII CBeT
TPerneTHO CKOJIb3WJI IO JIMCThSIM JIEPEBbEB.

Manenbkas mnuesika JoOoBanach JMUOM JeBywikd. HecMoTps Ha
O0JIEAHOCTh M JIEXaBIIYI0O Ha HEM [bIMKY [eYaJd, OHO CHSJIO
cuactbeM. Benokypeie, kak y 3.1bda, BOJIOCH 0JiecTeNM B CHSHUHU
aAyHbl. Ee mosnyoTKpBITBII pO30BBIA POTHUK AbIIAJI HEXHOM IPyCThIO
U 6naxeHcTBoM. BuaHo ObU10, YTO BCIO ceOsi, BCIO CBOIO XM3Hb OHa
OblJ1Ia TOTOBa OTAATh CHAEBIUEMY PSOM C HElo IOHowe... Bapyr ona
MOBEPHYJIa K HEMY CBOE JIMLO, NMPUTSHYJa K cebe ero rojoBy M
4TO-TO eMy wienHysna. OH pagocTHO yabiOHyscs, U Maiis ¢ Tpyaom
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MOBEpHJIa, UTO 3€MHOE CYIIECTBO MOIVIO UMETb TaKyl 00XeCTBEHHYIO
yauiOky. Ero B3op 3acBepkasn cuiow, OyATO eMy MpMHajajiexXxaa Bech
OrPOMHBII MMp, CJIOBHO AJIf HEro He CYILIEeCTBOBAJI0O HM Tropsi, HHU
CTpajaHus.

IMuesike OBLIO BCce paBHO, YTO IOHOLIA OTBEeTHJ AeBywmKe. OHa Bcd
ApoXaJia — OXBaTHBIIEE ITHUX [JBYX Jojel 0J1aXeHCTBO
nepegasoch MU em.

— Tenepb s BHaesia camMoe Jiydllee Ha 3emse, — MpollenTaia
oHa. — Y 3Halw, uTo JoAM OBIBAIOT MpeKpacHee BCEro TOraa, Koraa
J1004T Apyr Apyra.

Maits He NMOMHWJIA, CKOJIbKO BpeMEHHU MpocHiesia OHa, MOrpy3mB-
IIKChb B co3eplaHue. Korga oHa OYHyJ1ach, OrOHEK CBETJISUKA YXe
norac " 3;1bd ucues.

Ona 3aMeTWIa Ha TOPU30HTE Y3KYK CBETJIYIO MOJIOCY. 3aHMMasIach
3ap9.
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ITosTr Asnousuin CeMHUTOUEYHBIU

ConHue CTOsJI0 yXe BbICOKO Haj BepxylikaMu OykoB, korma Maiis
npocHysacb. CHauasna oOHa moayMasia, 4YTO BCe IEepeXHUTOe €lo
NpOLLIOA HOYbK OBLJIO JIMIIb KpPacMBbIM CHOM, HO 3aTeEM OHa
BCIIOMHWJIa, 4YTO BO3BpaTW/JlaCb B CBO€ XWJMIIE Ha paccBeTe, a
Tenepb yxXe mnosaeHb. «Hert, Bce 3T0 ObLJIO HasBY, s MpOBEJia HOUb
c aabdoM M Buaena B XACMMHHOM Oeceake, B JIYHHOM CHUSIHUU
HEXHO OOHMMAaBIUMXCS JIIOAEH».

CoJsiHUe XIJ1I0 CBOMMH JIydaMH JIUCThSl JepeBbeB, AYyJl BeTepoK, CO
BCEX CTOPOH HECJIOCh LIYMHOe XYyXXaHue. Hukto He 3Han Toro, 4rto
3Hasia Ternepb Maiis. OHa ropauiacb CBOMM HOYHBIM TPUKJIIOUEHHEM.
Eit He xoTesioch BBIXOAMTh M3 cBoero yoexuuia. «Kaxapiii Mo ogHoMy
TOJIBKO MOEMY BHAY MOMMET, UTO CO MHOIO MTPOU3OLLLIION.

Ho ckopo muenka ybeawnach, UTO XH3Hb WAET CBOMM UYEpPEAOM M
HM C yeM He cuurtaetcs. Huuto He M3MEHWJIOCh B MHUpE, HUUTO He
HaNOMMHAJI0 O MHUHYBILUEH roay6oit Houn. Ha nyry, cpeam mectpbix
JIETHMX LBETOB, U B JIeCy LI@APWJI0 OOJIbLIIOE OXHMBJIEHHE: HACEKOMbIE
JieTajy, IMOopxXaid, CYETWJIUCh M, packK/laHMBadChb ApPYyr C ApPYIoM,
YHOCWJIMCh Ha KPBLIbSX WM OeXaJik AaJiblile.

[Iuenke cpenanoce BAPYr rpyctHo. HukTo, HMKTO Ha cBeTe He
MHTEepecyeTcd HM €ee CYaCTbeM, HM ee ropecTssMu. A OHa caMa He
pelasach C KeM-HMOYb UMHU TTOAEJINTHCS.

«[Toneuy-ka s nyuire B Jec, — Mogymasia oHa. — TaM Bce Tak
TOPXECTBEHHO M cepbe3Ho... OH OoJibllie MMOAXOAUT I MOEro
HaCTPOEHUSI».

Hu oanu uesioBek Jaxe M He IMOAO3peBaeT, KOraa OH ObICTPO MIET
MO JIECHBIM TPONMMHKAM, CKOJIbKO BOKPYI' HEro 4yJeCcHOro Hu
HeBegomoro. ToT, Koro npuBJAEKAlOT TaWHbI 3eJIeHbIX [IyOpas,
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AOJIXEH Pa3fiBUHYTh BETBHM KYCTAPHHUKOB, NMPOHMKHYTb B3IJISAAOM B
Yaily eXeBHMKH, BCMOTpPeTbcS B TIycToi Mox. [log TeHHCThIMH
nepeBbSIMHM, B 3eMJISHBIX HOpPKax, B AYIUIaX MOJYCTHMBLIMX CTBOJIOB M
B 3MEEBMHBLIX BBLICTYNAIOLIMX HajJ MOBEPXHOCTBIO 3€MJIM KOPHAX —
MOBCIOAY J€Hb M HOYb KHUIIUT IecTpas, MHOrooOpa3Has XMH3Hb,
MoJIHasE pajocTel M omacHoctei, 6opbOB M CTpajaHMii, rops M
HacJIaXAeHHs.

Maits HMuero 3TOro He 3Haja, Korga yriyowiach B TeMHO-0ypylo
yamy. B3amisHyB BHM3, OHa 3aMeTwaa noj co0olo, B TpaBe, Y3KYIO
TPONMMHKY M HampaBwia IO Hei CBOi moJsietr. MHoraga eit kasanocs,
4YTO COJIHLE BAPYr CKPLIBaJIOCh 3a 00JaKaMH: TaK TE€MHO OBLJIO moA
MOTyYMMM BHICOKMMHM OykamMu. HHorma npea Hew paccTH/asach
3aJUTas CBETOM 3eJieHb, U OHa BUjesaa moj co00l HermpoxoguMbie
neépy ILIMPOKOJMCTHBIX IAaNOPOTHMKOB M LBETYIIMX KYCTOB
€XEBHKH.

Ho BoT sec KoHumiCd, ¥ Tepes IMYEJKOW 3aKOJbIXaJ0Ch
30/I0TUCTOE MOpDE PXH, CPEAH KOTOpOro IeCcTpeJd TYT M TaM
BaCHJIbKM M SIpKHE YallleyKH MakKa.

Maits onycTwiack Ha BeTKy Oepesnl Ha Kpal IO M
3a/1000BajIaCch pacCTU/IABLIMMCH TNepes Heit Heo003pMMBIM OKEeaHOM
KojockeB. Ero Msarkue BOJIHBI THXO GeXxaauM oAHa 3a Jpyroit noj
HEXHBIM [YHOBEHHMEM JIETHErO BeTepKa, He Hapylias I1OKO#
NpeKpacHOro Mupa.

Heckonbko MajieHbKMX KOpMYHEBHIX 0abouek 3aTessiM Haja IOJEM
UIpy «OT MakKa K Maky», JiloOuMylo 3abaBy 3TMXx Hacekommuix. [Ins
3TOr0 KaXxA0€ M3 HUX CaJUTCS Ha LBETOK, KOTOPHIX [OJXHO OBHIThb
Ha OAMH MeHblle, yeM yuacTHMKOB. OnHa 6abouka BbljeTaeT Ha
cepeaMHy Kpyra M KpuuyutT: «OT Maka K Maky!» U B ToT Xxe
MOMEHT BC€ CHMASIIME Ha LBeTaxX YYaCTHUUBI MIPHl JAOJXHBI
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MOAHSATBCY HAa BO3AYX M TNOMeHATbCcs MecTaMM. KTo BOBpeMs He
yCrieeT CecTb Ha L[BETOK, OcTaeTcs B Kpyry. Urpa 6abouek 3abasisgia
Maiiio, 1 OHa ¢ YAOBOJIbCTBHEM CJIEAWUJIA 3a HEIO.

«MoxHo OyaeT 3aBecTM ee M B HallleM YJbe, — TMoAyMaia
nueska. — Ho MbI 6ygeM xpuuath: «OT gueiiku K sueiike!». Boroch
TOJIbKO, UTO cTporas Kaccanapa He paspeluuT».

Kaxnapiit pa3, korga Maiis BcnoMMHajsa O pOAHOM YyJbe, eM
CTaHOBMJIOCh TPYCTHO, MU OHAa BlMajaja B r/1y0OKYyI0 3aJJyMYMBOCTb.

— 3napaBcTByiiTe! — ycabllllazia OHA BAPYr 4ei-To rosoc. — Bbl,
KaK MHe KaXeTcsd, NpexuTpas LITyuka!

ITuenka B3gporHyJia OT HEOXHAAHHOCTH.

— O wuer! HenpaBga! — KpHKHyJIa OHa B OTBET M OIVISHYJIach
BOKpYT.

Bo3ne Hee cuaeso MaJeHbKOe CBeT/IO-Oypoe CyIecTBO, MMeBlee
BUJ MOJyLIAapUKa C CEMbI0 YePHbIMM MATHBILIKAMM Ha TNMOBEPXHOCTH.
N3-nox OsiecTdiero IIMTKAa BbICOBBIBAJIMCh KPOXOTHAasd roOJIOBKA C
IBYMS SpKO OJIECTEBILIMMHM IJIa3aMM M TOHKHE, KaK HUTOYKH, HOXKHM.
HecMoTps Ha Takylo CTpaHHYIO HapyXHOCTb, Hacekomoe, Tak
HEOXHAAHHO 3aroBopuBlliee ¢ Maiiei, el oOuyeHb MOHPABHUJIOCH,
MOTOMY YTO B HEM ObLJIO YTO-TO OYEHb CUMIIATHYHOE.

— Kro BB Takoi? — cnpocusia oHa M npubaBuia: — Y mnuena
Maiig.

— 3aueM Bbl MeHs o0MXaeTe? — OTBETWI BOIMPOCOM TOJICTIK. — Ha
KakoM ocHOoBaHMM? Heyxesu Bbl MeHs He 3HaeTe?

— Tlouemy oOMxaw? — mnocnelinaa yCIIOKOMTb €ro muejaka. — 91
M B CaMOM JieJie BaC He 3Halo.

— Ho MeHs Bcskuit 3Haetr! — Bo3pa3un noaywapuk. — Hy

xopouio, s noMory BaMm. Cuurajite!
M oH MeasieHHO MOBepHYJICS K HEel CIIUHOM.
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— UYto cumratb? — cnpocuna Maiis. — Touku Ha Bauuewn
cniuHe?

— Hy pna!

— CeMb, — CKa3aJjia mueJsika.

— Hy? 3uauut?.. Bol Bce eule He 3Haete? Hy xopowuo, g nmomory
BaM. Mos damunugs — CemuTOYeuHBbIt, MOe UMS — AJIOM3HH, a MO
poay 3aHATH 9 mo3T. JlogM Ha3bIBAlOT MEHs elue 00Xbei
kopoBkoi. Ho 310 ux peno... Itor ¢akT, 8 Haaewcb, BaMm
MU3BECTEH?

Yto6nl He o0ugeTh ero, Maiis He pemunsacb OTBETHUTh
OTpHULIATEJIBHO.

— Hda! — BOCKJIMKHYJ Asiou3uit. — Y XHMBY JIMIIb COJITHEYHBIM
CBETOM, AHEBHBIM IMTOKOEM M JIIOACKOM JII0OOBBIO.

"— Heyxenn Bbl Huyero OoJsibmie He Kywaetre? — yaAMBMJIACh
nueska.

— KoHeuHO — TpaBsHbIX BuIiei. A Bbl UX eauTe?

— Her, — orBeTna Maita. — OHM Takme...

— Kakue? Yto BBl XOTHTE CKa3aTb?

— OTO0 y Hac He NMPUHATO, — poOKO MONpaBMUJIACh MYEJIKA.

— Ewme 6b! — BockimkHysn Asousmit. OH xoTen ObLJIO MOXATh
rnjieyaMd, HO ero TBepAblii HIUTOK He [aJl eMy BO3MOXHOCTH 3TO
caenatb. — Eme 6bi! Bol — MelaHka M jJesiaeTe TOJIBKO TO, YTO

NpUHATO. MBI, MO3THI, C 3TUM He cuuTaeMmcs... Ectp y Bac Bpemsi? —
CMPOCHJI OH BIpPYT.

— KoneuHo, ectb, — oTBeTHna Maiig.

— Torpa s npoutry BaM Moe cTuUxoTBopeHHe. Tosbko cuauTe
CMMPHO M 3aKpOMTe Ivia3a, 4YTOObl OKpYyXalolUMe TMpeaMETHl Bac He
oTBJIeKaJqu. Moe npousBeaeHue HasbiBaetTcs «Ilanen yenoseka». OHO
OINMMUCBHIBAET MOM JIMUHBbIE MepeXHUBaHus... Bbl cayliaere?
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— Jla, — KMBHYJIa roJIOBO# mnuesika. — 5 ciaylar Kaxjoe Balle
caoBo. — Urak, — Hauan Anousmit, — «ITaner yesoBeka».

JleHb GbU1 COJIHEYHBIH M SCHHIH.
Thl Hames1 MeEHd B KYPTHHKE.
Bech TH KpPYIVIEHbKHIA M KPaCHBIM,
Hasepxy 6JieCTHT IL1acCTHHKA

C ragkoi poBHOH CepefHHKOH.
Ero Bcrogy ABHraTb MOXHO,

CaM BHH3Y CHAMIOb HAJEXHO.

— KakoBo? — cnpocui moaTt mnocjie KOpoTKoi naysnl. B rasax y
Hero CTOSJIM CJie3bl, a NoJIOC APOXaJl.
— Bam «[lanen uyenoBeka» mNpou3Bea Ha MeHd MIybokoe

BeYaT/eHHWe, — CKasaja Maiis, HeCMOTpPS Ha TO, UTO OHa 3Haja
CTUXHU M MOJIyYllle.
— A xax BH Haxogute ¢opmy? — ocBegoMwiIcs AJIOM3MIA C

IPYCTHOM yabiOKOi. OH OBIJI CWIBHO TPOHYT IMOXBAJIOM IMUYEJIKM.

— Kpyr/i0#i ¥ HEMHOIO NMPOJOJITOBATOM. ..

— S roBopI0 O XYAOXECTBEHHON (POPME MOEro CTMXOTBOpEHHs! —
nepebun ee AJIou3MmiA.

— O! — nocnemmwia nonpaBUTbCA HUUYEro He MNMoHsBlIasg Maisg. —
Ona npeBocxopaHa.
— He npaBgpa M? — BOCKJMKHYJ TOJCTAK. — BB XxoTHUTe

CKa3aTb, UTO MO€ TNpOM3BeJeHHE MPEBOCXOAUT BCE, UTO Bbl OO CHX
Mop CJABILIAAXM, M YTO BOOOIUE TaKyl Bellb MOXHO YCJBIIATb
HevyacTto? B uckyccTBe Bcerna A0IXHO ObITh YTO-HHOYOb HOBOE. A
MO3THl YacTo 3a0biBaloT 00 3TOM... A KaKk BaM HpaBMUTCH pa3mep?

— O! — npobopmoTana nueska. — MHe Kaxercs...
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— Baule npusHaHMe MOero TajiaHTa CMYIIAeT MEHsS, — IIPOU3HEC

Anousnit. — Bnaromapro Bac. Ho MHe HeobOxommMMo yaanutbcd, 0O
yeIMHEHHE — OTpaja BCIKOro MCTUHHOIO XyJO0XHHMKaA... [Ipowaiire!
— IIpowaitte, — orBeTWsa Maiiss, KoTopas He MOIJIa IOHSTb,

4ero, B CYLLHOCTH, XOTEJ TOJICTSK.

OHa BCOMHWIA €ro BOMpOC O pa3Mepe M noayMana: «KoHeuHo, oH
HE OYEHb-TO BEJMK, HO, MOXET ObITb, OH elle mnoapacreT». M oHa
3aJlyMUMBO CMOTpEJIa €My BCJIEJ, [T0Ka OH yCepaHO KapaOkaJics BBepX
no Betke. Ero HOXKHM ObUIM 4UyTh 3aMETHBI, U M3JaJIM Ka3aJloCh, UTO
OH HE XOJWT, a KaTUTCH.

ITuenka nepeBena CBOI B30p Ha pXaHoe MnoJie, rae 0abouku
NpOJOJIXAaJM CBOIO MIPy, MU OHO ITOHPABMJIOCh €i1 ropasmo Oosblie
ctuxoB Anousus CeMUTOYEUYHOrO.




4 s ol
J

1 ! Al ;
& i m A 1 3 2
< gA" ; 7
wy ith
27 Il 1 iy | Lt
AN
# +
.

- rr
R

-

"""""

gl 1,,’{ l ‘{
&,

%&{,\’




o !“‘i\"_
_ o\

y a\“‘-\ AN

Bo Byacty pa300iHHUKOB

Ax, KaK Beceso, KaK pajoCTHO HayasICs 3TOT AeHb M KaK MeyasbHo
OH KOH‘IMJICSI'

IMocne nonyaHs Maiis 3aBesla OueHb MHTEpPECHOE 3HaKoMCTBO. OHa
ceJla OTAOXHYTb Ha AYIUHCTOM KycTe Oy3WHBbI, LBETH KOTOpPOIO
oTpaxaJiuch B 00JiblION cTapoi 6ouke ¢ Bogoi. Hag Hero pacnesan
peroJsioB, M TMeCHb ero Obl1a Tak MpUSITHA, TaK XOpolla, YTo
nyejKka OT AYIIM [OXaJjeJa O TOM, YTO €€ IUIEMS HEe MOXET
noaaepXuBath ApyXOy ¢ nruuamMu. CIMIIKOM yX OHHM BEJIMKM, Ja
M HOpPOBAT ToT4ac TeOsd cKymaTtb... Bo wu3bexaHue Takoi
HEeNpUSTHOCTH, Maisa cnpsranace B 6esioM 30HTHKe Oy3MHHOrO
UBETKa M BHHMATEJIbHO CJylllajia, KOrga BO3Jie Hee HEOXHAaHHO
pasjascs 4eit-to B3gox. OHa obepHyJsiach M yBHAENA YAMBUTEIbHOE
HacekoMoe. B mepBylo MHMHYTY eil MOKas3ajoCh, YTO Yy HEro o
KpailHEl Mepe 10 CeMb HOr C KaXJA0W CTOPOHBI €ro y3KOoro H
MJIOCKOr0 TYJIOBMILA. DTO CTPAHHOE CYILIECTBO ObLIO pa3a B TpH
JJIMHHEE MYEJIKH U HE UMEJIO KPbUIbEB.,

— Tocnogn Boxe moit! — BocksimkHysa Maits. — Boobpaxaio,
KakK ObiCTpO Bhl Oeraere!
— Hy, — sagymMumuBo npousHec He3HakKoMel, — s Obl 3TOro He

ckazas. CiaumKoM yX MHOro y MeHsS KoHeuHocrtei. [Iloka
repecTaBUIb BCE UX OAHY 3a APYroii, MPOXOAUT HEMaJo BPEMEHH.
B pgercTtBe, Koraa s elle He TMOHMMAaJ 3TOro, s 4YacTo AyMaJ:
«Xopowo 6Bl MMeThb elle Mapoyky Hor...». Ho Ha Bce Boas
locriogHs... KTo Bel Takag? — crnpocus OH.

Maiis HasBasia ce0s.
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He3HakoMel mMOKJIOHWICS M ILUAPKHYJ [JECATKOM CBOMX HMXHHUX
KOHEYHOCTEMN.

— 4 HNeponuMm, no npo3BaHMIO MHONOHOXKa, — MNpPeACTaBHUJICA OH,
B CBOIO ouepeab. — Ham pog — oueHb CTapMHHBIA, U MBI MOBCIOAY
BbI3biBaeM yauBJieHMe. HeT HM OgHOro XMBOro cyuiectsa B MHpe,
KOTOpOoe MMeJI0O OBl CTOJNBKO HOr, Kak y Hac. Hackosbko MHe
M3BECTHO, 00Jibllle BOCBMM HHM Y KOro He ObIBaer.

— [Ma, BBl OYeHb MHTEPeCHbl, — CKa3asa myeaka. — K Tomy xe y
Bac cBoeoOpa3ublit uset. EcTb y Bac pogHbie?

— Hukakux. I1a u 3auem oHn? Kak TO/bKO MBI BBUTYIIJIMBAEMCS M3
situa — Oacra! C 3TOM MHMHYTBI BCSKME CEMENHBbIE CBSI3M Yy Hac
npekpamamrca. KoMy, kak He Hamemy OpaTy, yMeTb BCTaBaTb Ha
CBOM COOCTBEHHBIE HOMM? X

— IlpaBpa! — 3apymumuBo npomsHecsna Maiis. — Ho Heyxenn y
Bac HeT HMKAKOro 3aHATUs?

— Hert, Mog munasa! 94 eM u coMHeBaloCh...

— Bbl coMHeBaeTecb? — yaMBwiach nyesika. — B uem?

— Bo BceM... D10 y MeHd ot poxaeHus, — orBetus Mepounmm. — S
He MOry He COMHeBaThCS.

Maiis cMoTpesia Ha Hero, LIMPOKO PacKpbiB OT YAWBJIEHUS TIJia3a.
OHa He mMOHMMasia ero, HO He XOTeJla HaAOeAaTb eMYy JaJibHEeHILIUMH
paccrpocaMi.

— S comMHeBaloCh, HamnpuMep, — TMpOAOJXaJa ee CoOecegHHUK, —
4TOOBI TYT OBLJIO MOAXOASAIIEE MECTO IS Ballero OTAbIXa. 3HaeTe Jiu
Bbl, YTO HAXOAUTCSH BOH TaM, Ha BbICOKOW uBe?

— Her.

— Bor BuauTe, 9 cpasy yCOMHWJICS B TOM, UTO Bbl 00 3TOM 3Haere.
TamM — wepuiHeBoe rHes3no.

[Tyenka yyThb He CBa/JWJach Ha3eMb OT MCMyra.
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Ouna nobneaHena M APOXAILMM TOJIOCKOM TMOINPOCHJIA yKa3aThb €M
TOYHO — TrJe.

— Buaure nm BBl CTapylo CKBOpPEYHHLY MOYTHM HA CaMOW BepXyILUKe
aepeBa? Korpga ee moctpousm, s cpa3y 3acOMHEBaJICS, UYTO CKBOPLIbI
coriacsTcd B Heit nmoceautbcd. Eciu BxoaHas ABepb He oOpalleHa Ha
BOCTOK, TO BCsikas 6saropasyMHas NTHULIA KPENKO 3aJyMaeTcs, CTOUT
J1 B HeM XUTb. CJIOBOM, OH OCTaJICS MYCTbIM, U BOT LUEPILUHU B3SJIM
Ja ¥ TIpeBpaTWJIM €ro B CBOM 3aMoOK. Temepb 3TO Besuuaillias BO
BCEM Hallleld OKpyre uiepliHeBas Kpenoctb. BaM He MewaeTt 3TO
3HaTb, IOTOMY UTO, HAaCKOJIbKO MHE H3BECTHO, 3THM HACeKOMbIe
OXOTSITCS Ha MyeJ.

Maita nout He cabimana ero cjgoB. OHa yXe SBCTBEHHO
pasivyasia Cpeau 3eJIeHUM Ceépble CTEHbl 'PO3HOM LUMTAAEU, U y Hee
NMOMYTHJIOCh B IJia3ax.

«Hago xak MOXHO ObiCTpee yJieTaThb OTCIOAa», — 3aTOPONWIACh
OHa.

M B TO Xe MrHoBeHbe 1Mo3agy Hee pasfalics rpOMKMIA 3JI0# cMeX, U
rnyesika MOYyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO KTO-TO C CUJIOA CXBATWUJ €€ 3a LLUMBOPOT,
YyTh HE CBEPHYB eil me. DTOT AbSBOJIbCKHUIA XOXOT OCTaJIcCd y Hee B
NaMsTH Ha BCIO XHW3Hb. I'pyOblit U A3BUTE/NIbHBIMA, OH COIMPOBOXAAJICS
Apebe3xaHUeM MaHLUMPS LIEePLIHS.

Wepounm, nmycTMB B XOA BCE CBOM OECUMCIEHHblE HOrM, 00paTH/ICS
B 0ErcTBO M crnpsiTajics B OOYKe C BOJOM.

— CoMHeBaCh, YTOOBI 3TO KOHYMJIOCH J00pPOM! — BOCKJIMKHYJI
OH, yaupas.

Ho Maiig yxe He cabilasia ero.

Ona He Morsia Jaxe NMOBEPHYThb IoJIOBY, KOTOPYIO KTO-TO JAepxaJ,
KaKk B XeJe3dHbIX TMCKax. OHa BuAaesia TOJIbKO MOKPBITYIO 30JI0TOIO
OpoHelo Jiany, M JIMIIb Yepe3 MMUHYTY Haj Helo M0Ka3ajiach OrpOMHast
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rojioBa, BOOPYX€eHHas rpo3HbiMu uesoctamu. [lueska nmogymasna, uto
3T0 mnpocto OoJsiblias oOca, HO BCKOpe TMOHSJa, UTO HaXOAWUTCH B
KOITSX y LUEpLIHS. DTO YyAOBMILIE, MOKPHITOE UYEPHBIMHU M XEJTbIMU
nosiockaMu, 6blJ10 pa3a B yeTbipe Oosibiue Maiin.

[Muesika 3akpuyasia BO BECb r0JI0C, IPU3bIBasi Ha MOMOLLb.

— He crapaiics nomycTty, MajaioTKa, — CKas3ajJ LueplleHb C
M3[eBaTeJbCKUM J00OpOAYIIMEM M eXHAHOM yabiOkoit. — Tebe
NpUIeTCsd TeprneTb HeJ0JIr0 — CKOpPO MPHUAET TBOM KOHELL.

— Ilycture Mens! — Bonmuna Maiis. — Ilycture... man 4
NMpOKOJII0 BaM cepaue!

— Hy? Camoe cepaue?! — 3axoxoran pa36oitHuk. — Wb Thi,

kakas xpabpas! [ns 3Toro, Mamorka, Tebe mNpuUAETCS MaJIOCTh
NMoJ0XAAaTh.

IMuenka npuwna B sgpoctb. CoOpaB Bce CBOM CHJIBI, OHa
obepHyJilacb U C TPOMKHMM 0OEBBIM KJIMUEM HAlpaBW/a XaJio B FPyAb
wepwHa. Ho Xxasno, HaTKHYBIIMCh Ha HENPOHULAEMBbIN IaHUMUPD
pa300itHMKAa, TOJIbKO COrHYJIOCh, HE TPUUYMHMB €MY HHM MaJieHllIero
Bpeja.

['na3a wepuiHs CBepKHYJIM THEBOM.

— 9 Mor Obl cpa3y OTKycUTb Tebe roJioBy 3a TaKyl JAep30CTb, —
CEpAUTO CKa3asJ OH, — M 4 caeJsian Obl 3T0, ecau Obl Halua L@apuia He
MpeanoYnTasa XUBbIX MUes MepTBbIM. Tako# JIJakOMbIM Kycouek, Kak
Thl, BCAKMI BEPHBIN COJJAaT 0093aH MPENOAHECTH CBOEI rocyapbiHe B
HauJydlieM BUE.

Eume xpenue 3axaB Majiilo B CBOMX KOITSX, LlUepllieHb MoJieTea C
HEel K pa300MHUUbEMY 3aMKY.

[Iyenka norepssia coO3HaHHUE.
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Bbiio yxe TeMHO, Koraa Maits npumia B ce6s. OHa B3aporHyJia
OT XO0JioAa, INOYYBCTBOBAaB pe3KHUH, YAYUUIMBbIA 3anax. [Iuenka
NMPUIIOMHWIA BCE, YTO C Hel CAyuyuaoch. Ee oxBaTwaa GesbicxoaHas
tocka. OHa Jaxe He MOIJIa IJIaKaThb.

«MeHs eme He yOwiM, — mnogymasa OHa, — HO 3TO MOXET
CJIYUYHUTBCH KaXAYI0 MUHYTY».

Yepes creHbl TeMHMUB [0 Maiin pgoHocuauch rosioca. OHa
3aMeTWiIa, YTO CKBO3b IeJIKYy TNMPOHMKajJa CHapyXH Yy3Kasd I0JIOCKa
cBera. [llepiHM CTPOST CBOM XWIHMILA He U3 BOCKA, KakK IYesbl, a U3
CyXOM MacChl, TNOXOXeil Ha MATyl cepylo Oymary. Korga miasa
IUJIEHHULBI HEMHOI0 MNpHUBBIKJIM K LiapUBLIEMY TMOJyMpaKy, OHa
OCMOTpeJia MeCTO CBoero 3akJiodeHusi. OHa B3MIgHyJla Hamnpaso,
HaJleBO — M KPOBb 3aCThiJla Y Hee B XHJIaX: MOJ BOKPYr Hee Obla
yctaaH tpynamMu. Kak pa3s y Hor Maitn nexana Ha ChoUHe
MaJieHbKass OpOH30BKa, a B CTODOHE OT HEe OHa Yy3HaJla OCTaHKH
0osbIIOi XyXeaulbl. B pasHbIX MecTax BaJi/IMCb OCTAHKH YOHTBIX
mueJst.

— BoTt Mog cyabba! — nmpocToHasia HeCUaCTHas Y3HHLA.

OHa He cMeJla HU KpHYaTh, HU LIeBeJUTbCS. [lpoXxa oT yxaca, oHa
3a0MJ1acCh B YroJIOK CBOEi TIOPBMBHI.

Bapyr no Maim cHoBa poseren mwym rosiocoB. Iloaronsemast crpaxom,
OHa MOJIO0JI3/Ia K CKBaXHWHE B CTEHE U TpHUIaa K Hell.

Ilepenq Hel OTKpBIJICA OrpoOMHBI 3a7, OMTKOM HaOMTBIH
wepwHIMU. BMecTo Js1aMnm ero ocBewjasM IUIEHHblE CBETASYKH.
ITocpea 3ana Ha BBICOKOM TpoHe cuaena uapuua. [lepunu
COBELLAJIUCh, MO-BUAUMOMY, O KaKOM-TO BaXHOM jaene. [Tuenka crana
MPUCJYLLIMBATBCS.
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Ecsiv Obl He CMepTEeNbHBI TpPENEeT, KOTOpPLIM BHYLIAJM €l 3TH
pa300itHMKH, TMuenka mnpvuuia Obl B BOCTOPr OT pa3BepHYBIIENHCH
nepen Heit KapTuHbl. C yauBJI€HHEM OHA JOJIXHA Oblia Obl MPHU3HATH,
4TO 30/I0Thie TMAaHUMPH LUEPILIHEH BEJMKOJIENHbl, a OaecTaiue
YyepHble TMOJIOCHI Ha UX MeTa/UTMYEeCKHMX TeJsiaX NMPOU3BOAAT TaKOe Xe
olLLIeJIOMJISIOLIEE BrieyaT/JeHHe, Kak Ha pebeHka BU TUrpa, KOTOpOIo
OH BUAMUT BNEpBLIE.

Ilo 3any xoaua cTpax M MOHYKaJ CBEiJISUKOB, 1abbl OHM ycepaHee
cBeTwid. OH MOATANKMBAJ MX AJMHHBIM LIECTOM, Aejias 3TO I'PO3HO,
HO TMXO, UTOOBbI HE MelIaTh COBELIAHHIO.

— Csetd, wiM s TeOd cnemM! — wenTar OH TO OJHOMY, TO
ApyroMy.

CtpawiHo ¥ XyTKO OblJIO B 3TOM LIEPLUIHEBOM rHesje!

Bapyr Maiis ycablliasa peub LapHLbl:

— MHrak, Bce Oymer caenaHo, Kak Mbl YCJIOBMJIMCh, — CKasaja
oHa. — 3aBTpa, 3a yac OO BOCXOJa COJIHLIA, coOepeTcsd BOWCKO M
NMpOU3BEJET HamnaJeHue Ha IMYEJMHBbIA ropoa B 3aMKOBOM mnapke. OHO
AOJIXHO pa3rpabuTh yJieil MU 3aXBaTHUTb KaK MOXHO 0oJblie TMJIEHHBIX.
Tot, xTo 3axBaTuT uapuuy nuesn Eneny VIII u gocraBuT ee kO MHe
XHWBOI0, OyzeT MocBslleH B puilapu. Byabre xpabpbsl u 100yabTe MHE
MHOr0 XOpOLUMX mue... A Teriepb s 3akpbiBalo cobpanue. Crynaiite
BCE Ha IOKOM.

C 3TuMHM c/10BaMM LlapMLia MOAHSJIACh C TPOHA U B COMPOBOXAEHUH
CBUTBI MOKHUHYJIA 3aJ1.

Maiiga ¢ TpyaoM caepXuBasia pbiiaHHUs.

— Moit Hapoa! — snomana oHa B oTtuasHuM pyku. — CrTpaHa Mos
poaHas! — OnHa 3akpblJia pPOT pYKaMH, UYTOObl He CJBIXaJd ee
ctoHoB. — Q! Jlyuuie 6bl MHEe yMepeThb paHbllie, 4eM s 3TO y3Hajal..

HukTo, HUKTO He MoxeT ux npeaynpeautn!.. Ha Hux HamagyT BO
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BpeMsi CHa, ux nepebprot!.. O T'ocnoau, ceepun yyno! ITomorn MHe,
ITOMOrM MOEMY HapoAy B TaKoO# cTpaurHoit Gexe!..

B 3ase Mexay TeM IOracjii OrOHbKM CBETJISUKOB, KOTOPhIX TOTYacC
Xe rmocjie coBelllaHMs cbeau. Kpenoctb nmorpy3wiace B coH. Hukro,
KOHEYHO, M He BCIIOMHMJ O muejkKe. B TiOppMy mno-npexHeMy
NMpoHMKan csalbuii moaycser. M3nanm JOHOCWIMCH HOYHBIE ITECHH
cTpeko3. Hukoraa M HMrae He McnuiThiBasia Maiig Takoro yxaca, Kak
Tenepb, B 3TOM KPENOCTHON TeMHHMIIE, TYCTO YCesSHHOU TpyIlaMH.
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Bbercrso

Yepes HekoTOpoe BpeMs K Maiie BepHYJIOCb CBOICTBEHHOEe eM
npucyTcTBue ayxa. OHa HeMeQleHHO B3sjla ce0d B pykKu H
HanoMHWw1a cebe, yTO OHa — mnyeJa!

«Cuxy TyT, Iayy, Tep3alochb ropeMm, OyaATo y MeHS HET HM CHJI,
HM paccyaka. TakMM noBegeHMEM s Jeslal0 MajJio YeCTH M Haluew
Lapuie, ¥ MoeMy Hapoay, KOTOpPOMY rpoO3UT omacHocTb. Ecam yx
NPUXOAUTCA YMHpPATh, TO HAJO MO KpaiHEi Mepe MOrMOHYTb CMEJIO M
orBaxHo. Hano mucrnpoGoBaTh Bce BO3MOXHOE Il CIAaCEHHMS CBOMX
OJIM3KHUX>.

IMuyesnka, Mo3abbLIB O CBOEI [J0JIrOM pasjykKe C PpOAMHOM M C
COOTEYEeCTBEHHHUKAMHM, OLLyTWJIa BAPYr, YTO NMPUHAAJIEXUT UM TEJIOM
M [AYyLIOK, OCO3HaJla BeJMKYK OTBETCTBEHHOCTb TIiepes] CBOMM
HapogoM, Y3HaB O IUIaHe LUeplIHed, M K HeH OKOHYATEeJIbHO
BEPHYJIOCb MYXECTBO.

«Ecnm Moit Hapoa gosixeH MOrM6HYyThb, TO U I XOUY YMEPEeTb, HO
CHauajsia s McrpoOyl0 BCe CpeACTBa AJIS €ro CraceHusi», — TBepAo
pewinwia Maiis M HeBOJIBHO BOCKJIMKHYJIA:

— Jla 3gpaBcTByeT Hapuua!

— Dii, THl TaM, NoTHIIE! — OCaaW/ ee CHapyXH rpyOslii roJoc.
«JT10, BEpHO, YacOBOi1 fAesiaeT 00XOA, — IIPOHECJOCh B TrOJIOBE Y
nyenku. — Jlo/XHO ObiTh, yXe r1yboKas HOUb».

Korga mwarm cHapyxu 3atuxym, Maig Hauyajla 3SHepruyHoO
paclIMpaTh 1IeJb B cTeHe. Eil yaasoch mnporpbiaTh XpYINKYHO
neperopoaky, XOTd Ha 3TO YLUUIO HeMano BpeMeHH. Bckope
obpasoBasiacb [JOBOJIbHO IUMPOKas [blpa, CKBO3b KOTOPYI0 OHa M
npoTucHysacb. OueHb OCTOPOXHO, C CHJIbHO OBIOIMMCS CEpALEM,
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oHa romnoJ3aa Brnepea. Ecau ee mober 3amMeTsaT, OHa 3aMaTHUT 3a 3TO
XHu3Hbl0. B 3TOM OHa Obl1a yBepeHa.

N3 rny6uHbl KpEnocTH JOHOCHJICS TPOMKHMIA Xpall.

3an, rae okasasach myeska, Obi ci1abo OCBelEH IMPOHHMKaBLUIMM
M3BHE rosiy0oBaThIM CHUSHMEM. Mails yXe 3HaJsa, YTO 3TO JIYHHBIH
ceer. OHa moma Ha Hero, JepXacb TEHEBO CTOPOHBI; uepes
HECKOJIbKO MMHYT OHa BCTYMNWJIAa B Y3KMH M BBICOKMH KOpHAOp, B
KOHLIE KOTOPOro Obl10 cBeTJ0. [Tuenka rayboko B3gOXHYJia, 3aMETHB
B HebOe gpkylo 3Be3ay. Heyxenu 3To cBobona?

Tuxo, mwar 3a warom, npodOupanach Briepea Maiis. Beixog Bce

osmxe u O6amxe. Eme HEeMHOro — M OHa OUYYTHTCH CHapyXH,
B3MaxHeT KpbuabilikaMu... Cepaue ee OelIeHO KOJOTHIOCH B
rpyaM...

Bapyr B TeHHM KOJIOHHbI, HAaXOAMBLIENCS Yy CaMOro BbIXOAa, OHa
3aMeTHJia YacoBOrO.
[Tuenka ocTaHOBMJIAaCh KaK BKoOMaHHas. Ilormbau Bce ee

Hagexasl!! IIpoOpaTbcs  He3aMETHO  MHUMO  CTpaxa  ObLIO
NMpakTUYECKH HEBO3MOXHO. «UTo aenatb? Jlyuiie Bcero BepHYTbCS
Ha3ajg B CBOK TEeMHHULY», — 3aTOCKOBaJia Maiisi, HO He COBCeM

OOBbIUHBIII BHJA CTOSBIIEr0O y BOPOT BEJMKaHAa OCTAaHOBMJI E€e€.
Kaszanoce, OH Obl mnorpyxedH B TIaybOKyl 3aayMuMBOCTD,
nojAnepeB pykKow MnoabopoaoK M HU3KO CKJOHMB rosioBy. Kak sipko
OsiecTes1 B JIYHHOM CBeTe ero 30Ji0ToM maHuups! Bo Bceit ero
¢durype ObIJIO HEUYTO TAaKOE€, UTO TPOHYJO Muesiky. «OH BBIFJSOUT
TakKMM IevyaJbHbIM, — mnoayMmasa oHa. — MW Kkakoe y Hero
osaaropoagnoe auuo! Kak csepkaer ero opyxue! OH He paccraercs
C HAM HHU JHEM, HM HOYBIDO M BO BCIKMIA MOMEHT TrOTOB CpaXaThbCs
M YMEpPETb...».

Maits noutu 3abbina, uTo mepea Hew 0Tt Bpar. YBel! Kak
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yacto ee cnaboe cepjle, CKIOHHOE BOCXMIIATBCS BCEM IPEKPACHBIM,
MojJBeprajao ee ornacHocTu!

Bapyr Ha uu1eMe 4acoBOro cBepkKHyJia moJioca cBeta. OH nMoBepHY.JI
roJIOBY.

— Tocnogu! — npowenrtana nuenka. — Hacran Moit nocreagHui
yacl..

K BeJMKOMY ee M3yMJIEHMIO, Pa300HMK CIIOKOMHO MPOM3HEC:

— IMogoiau nobaunxe, MaaoTKal

— Yrto? Yto BBl rosopure? — mnpobopmorana Maits. — PasBe Bbl
MeHd Buaeaun?

— Ha, nuta Moe, U yXe aaBHO. Thbl mporpeisjia Ablpy B CTEHE H
KpaJjiach 1O TEHEBOM CTOpOHe 3aJsia. [IoToM Thl 3aMeTH/1Ia MEHSI, U BCe
TBO€ MYXECTBO MNpomnasno. BepHo?

— Ja, — yHBLIO OTBETWJIA MYeJika. — DTO MpaBAa.

OHa Bcd Japoxasja OT CTpaxa... 3HAaUMUT, BC€ 3TO BpeMs 4YacCOBOM
caeaua 3a Hew... OHa BCIMOMHMJIA pacCcKa3bl O HEBEPOSITHOW OCTPOTE
YYBCTB 3TUX YMHbBIX Pa300iHHKOB.

— Yro Tebe 3aech Hafo? — HOOPOAYIIHO CIPOCHJ €€ LUepLIEHb.

Maite nokasasiocb, 4TO OH OBbII BCe €llle TPYCTEH M JAyMaa o
JAPYroM; OHa MOYTH HE COMHEBAJach, IIsiAd Ha Hero, 4YTo U OHa cama,
1 ee nober Maao ero MHTEpPECOBAJIH.

— 4 xouy yiTHM oTcooaa, — cKasaja oHa. — MyXxecTBa 49 He
notepsjia, HO TIPOCTO MCIyrajiach, KOorjga YyBHAEe/la Bac, TaKoOro
CHJIBHOTO M TakKoOro KpacHMBOrO B BallleM TIPeKpPacHOM 30JI0TOM
cHapsxeHuH. Tenepb, €CIM XOTUTE, 1 rOTOBAa C BAMHU CPa3UThCS.

YacoBoit M3yMJIEHHO CJierka HaKJOHWICS Blepela, MOCMOTpeJ Ha
nyenky ¥ ycMexuyscsd. Ho B ero ysaniOke He 6bl10 3/710pajcTBa.

— Her, manwTtka! — nackoBo npousHec oH. — CpaxaTbecd C
To0OM 9 He Oyay. Bl — Moryuee miemsi, HO Mbl CHJIbHEE Bac.
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Hukorna eue 1epiieHb He BCTyNajJ B TNMOEAUWHOK C muesion. Ecam
Xouelb, ocTaBaics TyT, nmobonraemM. Ho Hemoaro, 1 ckopo moiiny
Oyautb cosmat, M Torma Tebe TIpUAETCS BEPHYTbCA B CBOIO
KaMOpKY.

Maiiga uyBcTBOBasia ce0s Oue€Hb CTPAaHHO — JPYXeJIOOHBbI TOH
wepmwiHd o0e3opyXuBan ee ropasgo OoJibllle, 4eM TO MOIVIM Obl
caesatb ero rHeB M Kpuku. OHa cMoTpesia Ha CBoero Bpara
00JIbIIMMY 3aTYMaHEHHBIMU I'PYCThIO IJIa3aMM M HaKOHEL| CKa3aJa:

— 4 Bcerpa cibllliasia O LIEPIIHSX OAHO TOJIbKO AypHoe. Ho BbI He
3ji0i. S1 He Mory moBepuTb, 4TOOBI Y Bac He ObLJIO cepaua.

— Besne B Mupe ecTb A00pbie M 3/1ble, — CIIOKOMHO OTBETHI
yacoBoii. — Ho He 3a0biBaif, yTo Mbl — Baiuu Bparu. Tak ObL1O M Tak
OyzeT Bceraa.

— A pasBe Bpar A0JXeH ObiTb HENpeMEeHHO 3JbiIM? — chnpocwia
nuyenka. — JlaBewa, Korma BBl CTOSUIM, 3aJyMaBILIMCb, S COBCEM
nosabnlia, 4yTo Bbl MOM Heapyr. MHe Kasajnoch, YTO Bbl YEM-TO
oropueHnl, a 1 y0exjeHa, 4TO BCSKMI, KTO MCIBITBIBAET Ie€dYasib, HE
MOXET OBIThb 3/IBIM.

Illepuiedp Mosyasn. Maits yXxe HeMHoro pacxpadpuiach M
MpojoJixXaJja:

— Bbi MorymecrBedHbl. Ecau BB 3axoTuTe, Bbl MOXeTe OpPOCHTBb
MeHs o0paTHO B TIOpbMY, M 9 yYMpPY. A MoXeTe IMOJapUTb MHeE
csobony...

YacoBoit HeoxuaaHHO BbinpsaMuica. Ero maHuvpb 3artpewasn, a
MOJHSATAas PpyKa OCBETWIACh YXe€ I00JieHEBIUMM JIYHHBIM CBETOM.
«Heyxenu 6;1M30K JeHb?» — nogyMasia IJIEHHHULA.

— TBl npaBa, — oTBeTHM]1 LIepuieHb. — Takow BJAaCTbIO o
ob6sagao. Ho s mosyumn ee ot Moero Hapoaa M oT Moeit uapuusl. Hai
3aKOH IJIAaCUT: HU OJHA MYeJjia He MOXET XHUBOI BBINTH 3a MNpefesibl
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Halleid KpemnmocTH, pa3 OHa B Hee mnomnasa. S [do0JXeH oOCTaTbCs
BEPHBIM CBOEMY JOJITY.

ITocsie MMHYTHOrO MOJIYaHUS OH J00aBWII:

— Ha cob6crBenHoM omnbiTe, kKorana IlIHyka MeHs MOKMHyJa, o
MCMBITA1, KaKylo 00/Ib TPUUMHSET U3MEHA.

Maiig Oblia MOTpSCEHa M HE MOIJIa HHYEro OTBETHUThb. Beap M elo
BJIaJIeJI0 TO X€ YYBCTBO — JI000Bb M TMPEAaHHOCTb CBOEMY HAapoAy.
OHa noHsi1a, YTO CMOXET MoOeAUTh TOJIBKO CWIOK WM XHTPOCTBIO.
Kaxablit UICTIOJIHSIET CBOM JOJIT...

«Ho uybe uMa npousHec uacoBoi? —- mnoayMana oHa. — OH
roBopwi o ubeil-To wu3MmeHe? Beagb s 3Hao IIIHyky: 3T0 —
MpeKpacHass CTpeKo3a, >XMBYIas CpeayM BOASHBIX JIWIMA Ha
Oepery osepa... Moxer ObITh, 37ech KpoeTcd Moe craceHue... Ho
Kak?..».

— Paspeinre cripocuts: k10 Takas IllHyka? — poOko ocBemoMwiach

OHa.

— Ax! Dto Tebs He kacaercd, — OTBeTWsa LuepiieHb. — OHa
noTrepsiHa /i1 MeHs HaBceraa; s HUKOrga He CMOTy ee HaWTH.

— 4 3uawo IIHyky, — yxe 6oJsiee cMeno ckasana Maiig. — D10 —

CTpeKo3a, U caMasi KpacMBasi U3 BCeX, KAKHUX s BCTpeyasa.

[luenky mnopasusa mnpouclieaias C 4YacoBbiM InepemeHa. OH,
Ka3aJ10Ch, M03a0bIJ1 BCE OKPYXalolllee.

— Kak? — socwmaaiyn odH. — Thi 3Haeun HInyky? Ckaxu ckopee, rae
oHa!

— Her, He ckaxy, — TBepao npousHecsna Maiis.

B nyuwe oHa s1uMkKoBaa.

— Ecau Tl He ckaxellub, 9 OTKylly Tebe rosioBy! — mnpurposu
lIepIIeHb, MPUOJIMXKASACh K HEM.

— Ee MHe Bce paBHO otkycsaT... [loxanyiicta, nmpucrynaire K
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geny. Ho s He mpegam Muayr CTpeko3y, Bedb Mbl C Hel MNMOAPYTH.
Bbl, KaxeTcs, U ee XOTUTE B3STb B IJieH?

YacoBoil Taxeno Ablllan. Maiis Buaesna, Kak OH moOseaHesn.
Ckos1bKOo cTpaxa ¥ 0ecrokoicTBa MosBUJIOCH B €ro riaasax!

— Boxe! — npowmenrtan oH. — Ilopa yxe 6yauts BouHOB... Her,
HeT, MajloTKa, s He Xxenaw 31a ILlluyke. S m06mo ee Gosablie
Xn3HU. Ckaxu MHe, rge ee MOXHO HauTu?

— 4 Toxe /10010 CBOW XH3Hb, — YKJOHYMBO OTBETHJIA
nmyeJsika.

— Ecau Tt MHe nmokaxewub, rge IIIHyka, — Mea/ieHHO, C APOXbIO
B roJioce, NMpOM3HEC lLleplleHb, — g nojapoo Tede ceodoay.

— U BBl He obMaHeTe?

— YectHoe cioBo pa3boitHMKa! — C ropaocTbiO IPOM3HEC
YaCOBOM.

VYV Maiiu ayx saxsatuno. Eit TpyaHo 6wi10 rosoputh. Ho kaxpjas
MHHYTa Obl1a Jgopora, ec/ii OHa XOoTesja CracTv cBoit Hapoa. Cepaue
ee pagocTHO Ousoch. OHAa HAKJIOHWIACh K YXY LIEPLIHS.

— Xopouio, s Bepio BaM... Bbl 3HaeTe crapble siMnbl y 3amka? 3a
HMMHM TSHYTCS TMOKpbITble LBETaMHM Jiyra, a elle JaJjiblie JIeXHUT
Oonbiioe o3epo. B 0OXHOM yray ero, Kyaa BJIMBaeTcs pyuei,
BO3BBILIAIOTCS HaJ BOAOI BOAsSIHblEe JUJIMM. TaM, B TPOCTHHMKE, XHUBET
IIInyka. Bol HaiigeTe ee B MOJiA€Hb, KOrJa COJIHLIE CTOMT BBICOKO B
HeObe.

YacoBoit nmpuxan obe pyku ko yi6y. OH mepexuBas My4UTeJbHbIE
MHHYTBI 00pBOBI C caMHUM Cc000iA.

— Tl ckasana npaBay, — THXO NMPOM3HEC OH M 3aCTOHAJ HE TO OT
rops, He TO OT cuyacTbsi. — OHa [eiCTBUTE/JIbHO roBOpWwIa MHE, YTO
cTpeMHUTCS K 0e/ibIM BOASHBIM 1[BETaM. DJTO, BEPHO, T€ CAMbIE€ M €CTb...
Hy, netn! Cnacubo tebe! — C 3TMMM C/IOBAMM OH OTCTYNWI Ha3aj U
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OTKpbUI BbiXoA. — Pa300iHMK HMKOrZa He HapylIaeT CBOEro CJioBa, —
npubaBWI OH.

OH He 3HaJ O TOM, UTO Mails cablluasa B 3Ty HOYb, U AyMa:
OJHOM MUeJIKOi OoJiblle WIM MEeHblle... KAKOe 3TO MMeeT 3HadyeHue?

— IIpomaiite! — BocxMkHyna Maiig, 3a6biB naxe nobsarogapyTb
ero.

Hapno 6bi10 ciemnTb. YXe 3aHMManach 3aps.
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BosBpaiueHne agoMou

Maits cobpasna Bce CBOM CHJIBI, HAmnpsIyia BCIO CBOKWO Boywo. Kak
BBINYIIEHHAs W3 pPYXbs MNyJas — IM4YeJbl YMEKT JIeTaTb ObICTpee
MHOTMX HAaCEKOMBIX, — MuYaJiacb QHa IO roJy0oBaTOMY YTPEHHEMY
BO3AyXy — npamo K Jiecy. ToabkO TaM OHa CMOXET CKpPBIThCH,
TOJIbKO TaM oOHa OyjgeT B 0€30MacHOCTH, €CJM LIepLIEHb BAPYT
NnepeAyMaeT M PELIUT €€ NpecaeaoBaTh.

Tsaxesible Kalj¥ pochl Majajyd C AepeBbeB Ha MOOJIEKLIUE JIUCThS,
yxe yctwiabwue 3emao. Ot xosona y Maiin ofepeBeHe M KPbLbs.
Bce kpyroM OBbLIO MOKpPHITO AbIMKOM TyMaHa. Ha BceM sexana
TeMHas TsXeJias THLIMHA, CJOBHO COJIHUE BAPYr MOKMHYJIO MHp, a
BCE XHMBbIE CYIIECTBA YCHYJM MepTBbIM CHOM. UT0ObI sayuiie Obla
0030p, mMuYesKa B3BMJIACh OYEHb BBICOKO, HACKOJILKO 3TO ObLIO IS
Hee BO3MOXHO. OHa aymasia Juib 00 OJHOM: A00paThCd KaK MOXHO
CKOpee [0 pOJHOro YyJbsi, A0 CBOEro Hapoja, A0 CBOEi PpOJAMHBI,
KOTOpPOM  yrpoxajna  crTpaliHas onacHoctb. OHa  J0JIXHa
npeayrnpeauTbh CBOMX, UTOObI OHM YCNEJM [PUFOTOBUTHCS K
HanaJeHHIO rpo3HbIX pa30oiHukoB. O! IMTyenbsl — Moryuee njems U B
COCTOSIHMM BbliepXaThb 00pbOy gaxe c 6oJiee CWIBHBIM, YEM LUEPIIHH,
NPOTUBHMUKOM, €CJIM TOJIbKO OHM CMOTYT BOBPEMS IOATOTOBHUThHCH!
CoBceM Jpyroe feJsio, €CIM MX 3aCTUIHYT Bpacriox. Ecam uapuua u
cojijaThl ewe OyayT cnaTh, TOrja ycrnex LIepLIHel Heu3beXeH: OHM
VUYMHAT KpOBaBoe TMoOOMILE M 3axXBaTAT B IIJIEH MHOXECTBO
NMYyeJMHOro Hapopay... Maisa aymMana o cuile M CTOMKOCTH CBOHMX
COOTEYECTBEHHUKOB, 00 MX NpPEAaHHOCTH CBOEH rocyJapbiHe;, U OHa
ropeja HEHaBUCTbIO K BparaM, rotopas NpHHECTH cebs B XepTBY
paay criaceHus: OJIM3KHX.

Eit Obl10o Heserko OTBHICKATh NyTh K cBoeMy yiabo. OHa He
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NMPUBBIKJIAa 3aMeuyaTb JOpOry, KakK 3TO MOCTOSHHO JeJIalOT IT4eJibl,
OTIPaBJISASCh 32 MEJIOM.

Maite Ka3ajioch, UTO OHAa HMKOIAA elle He 3a0Mpasiach TaK BBICOKO.
Eit 6b10 xonmogHo. OHa efgBa pa3nvuajsa BHU3Y OT/AEJIbHbIE
npeaMeThbl, HaJ KOTOPbLIMM IpoJieTana.

«Kak orteickaTb gopory? HeTr, MHe He CyXAeHO NMOMOYb CBOMM... —
AyMasia OHa. A KakKoi MNpeKpacHbIM ciyuyad 3ariaguTb CBOKO BUHY!» —
B3[JIOXHYJIa OHa.

Ho kakasg-To Henpeogo/iMMas cujia ToJIKajia ee BIepes.

«MeHs HamnpaspJisieT 4YyBCTBO POAMHBI», — pa3Mbillisiiia Maitga u
BCe JieTeJia Brepej, MOBUHYSCh THAaBLIEMY €€ MHCTUHKTY.
Bnanmu, B yTpeHHeM cympake, M0Ka3aJMCb OTPOMHbIE KyMoJja, — 3TO

BEPXYLUKM OOJIBILIMX JIMIT 3aMKOBOro napka. OHa MCNyCTHJIa POMKMIA
Kpuk pagoctu. Hy, tenepp-To oHa Hauger popory! M nuenka
CMMKHMPOBaJia BHU3, MOUYTHU K CaAaMOM 3eMJie U BJieTeJsla B MOKPbIBaBLUIUIA
Jiyra CBeT/blit TyMaH. TyT oHa BcnoMHMJa 00 3ibdax, KOTopble Ha
paccBeTe HaxoadT OJlaXeHHYI0 CMepPTb, M 3TO BOCITOMMHAHME
npuaajo e cuiabl. [IycTb ee BBITOHST M3 POAHOINO Tropoaa, MYCTb
Lapulia XeCTOKO TNoKapaeT ee 3a 0ercTB0O — HO JiMIb Obl CracTu
CBOI Hapoj OT YrpoXalollei eMy OrnacHocTH!

BoH TaM, y AJIMHHOWM KaMeHHOM CTEeHBbI, yX€ BUAHA CTPOMHas ?m(a,
3alUMILaoIIas MX YyJed OT 3amnagHoro BeTpa. BoH jeTku —
KpacHble, rosybble M 3ejieHble BopoTa poaHoro ropoaa... Cepaue
Maiin 0Ge3yMHO KOJOTWJIOCh, HO OHa [IOAaBWJIAa BOJIHEHHE U
CTPEMHUTEJIbHO TojJieTesia K IJIaBHOMY Bxoay B yJeil. Hakonel-to
OHa YBUAUT CBOM Hapoj, CBOK Liapuuy!..

1 O'rnepcrml B YyJIb€ )19 BJICTA H BBHUJICTA MMYCI.
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Korga nyesnka omycTuach Ha JOLIEYKY JIETKHM, €M Nperpaauiu
Jopory aBa cTpaxa. Maig TsaxeJsio Apllliajla M CHauyaJla He MorJa
MPOM3HECTH HM cJI0Ba. YacoBble I'pO3HO MNperpaguau e aopory, ubo
nuesjaM, MojA CTPaxoM CMEPTHOM Ka3HM, 3amnpellieH BXOJ B 4YyXOW
ropoa 6e3 paspelueHHUs ero LapHibl.

— Hasan! — rpy6o kKpHMKHYJ OAMH M3 cTOopoxeit. — UMb Thl, YTO
B3aymana! EciM Thl CHMI0 Xe CeKyHAY He yOepeuibcs Ipoyb, MbI C
T060it He craHeM uepeMoHMThcs! Kak Tel Morsia ocMenutncs? [a
ele Ha paccBete! — c BO3MylLUeHMEM a00aBUa OH, obpauiasch K
TOBapMILY.

B 3ty MuHyty Maijis BCOMHWJIAa mapojib, IO KOTOPOMY I4YeJIbl
y3HawoT cBouX. YacoBbie cpa3y OTCTYIHJIH.

— Bor kak! — BockJMKHYy/M OHU. — Ja Tl u3 Hawux! Ho
noyemy xe Mbl TeOg He 3HaeM?
— Ilycture MeHs k uapuue! — kpukHyJsa nuenka. — Ceiuac xe!

HeMemnenno! HaMm rpo3ut crpamHas onacHOCTb!

Ho cropoxa kosiebanuche.

— Henb3gs O6yauTs ee BeJMYECTBO, — IPOMU3HEC OJMH M3
HHUX.

— BeayMupl! — 3akpuuyana Maiis Tak CTpacTHO M Tak IpOMKO, Kak
HUKOTJa elle He KpUuyasla HM ofHa nmnueja B MuUpe. — DBesaymupi!
Maneiimiee npoMeaneHMe — M UApMUA He MpocHeTcs Oosbiue...
CMepTb HeceTcs Mo MouM cieaaM... Ilycture MeHs, mycTUTe MeHs
CKopee K Moei uapuue!

T'osoc ee HeoXngaHHO 00pes1 BJIACTHOCTb — MCMYTraHHble YacoBbie
MOBUHOBAJIUCh.

BTpoeM OHM MOCIMELIXIM MO0 3HAKOMbIM MYeJIKE JOPOXKaM M XOAaM
BHYTPb YJIbS.

— 4 noma! 4 noma! — B3BoJIHOBaHHO uIenTasa Maiid.
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B npuemMHOM 3ane oHa 4yTb He mnorepssaa co3HaHue. OAWH U3
CTOpOXeHN mnoanepxas e€e, B TO BpeMs KakK JpYyroM OTNpaBHJICH C
JOKJIaAOM B TMOKOM Uapuubl. YacoBble TOHSJM HaKOHELl, YTO
MPOM30LIJIO YTO-TO CEPbE3HOE.

Hecko1bK0 pabOTHHMILI, 3aHATHIX MIPUTOTOBJIEHHUEM BOCKAa, YX€E ObLIH
3a paboroit. OHM C 000MBITCTBOM TMPOCOBBIBAJM B 3a71 CBOM
rOJIOBKM: BECTb O HEOOBIYAaMHOM MNPOMCIIECTBMM PaclpOCTpaHsIach
MO yJblO.

M3 npuaBopHbIX KOMHAT BBILLJIM ABa oduuepa. Maitd cpasy wux
y3Hasa. Cepbe3HO M MoOJYa OHM 3aHSIM MecTa y JABEPHM H, He
obpalllas BHMMaHMS Ha Tm4YeJKYy, 3acThIM B OXHaaHuu. Yepes
HECKOJIbKO CEKYHJ NMOosBUJIacb U LapHLia.

OHa Bouwia 6e3 CBUTHI, B COMPOBOX/JAEHHH JIMIIb JBYX (PPEIMH U
agbloTaHTa. YBuaeB Maiilo, oHa caesnasia K Hell HeCKOJIbKO OBICTpBIX
iaroB, HO, YBMAEB €€ YXacHOe COCTOSsHMe M BOJIHEHHE,
OCTaHOBWJIaCb, U CTPOroe, CypoBOe€ BbIpaXeHHe ee JiMla CMEHUJIOCh
0oJiee MATKUM.

— Tbl npuumia ¢ BaXHBIMM BeCTIMHU? — CHpocHJIa Lapvua. —
KTto Tbl 1 oTkyna?

Maiie TpyaHO OblLJIO FOBOPHTb.

— Illepuiun!.. — BBIPBAJIOCh Y HEE OAHO TOJIBKO CJIOBO.

Ilapuua cnerka mnobneaHena, HO coxpaHunaa camooOsiaganue. Ee
CIMIOKOMCTBHE MOJENCTBOBAJIO HA MYEJIKY 000APSIOLIIE.

— Tocynapbing! — BockyiMkHysna oHa. — [lpocTtH, uTOo 9 HapylMia
MOM JOJII' BEpHONOANaHHOM. § pacckaxy TeOe MoToM, B UeM MOS BHMHa,
M MOBeprHy K TBOMM CTOINAaM Moe packasHue. Ho B 3Ty HOub s uyaoM
BbIpBAJIaCb M3 1IEPLIHEBON0 THe3ja, Ije Obula B IUIEHY M Trae
nojcjyuiaja, 4YTO CerogHs, Ha paccBeTe, NOTOBUTCS HamajeHue Ha
Hall ropog.
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TpyaHo nepenaTh BreYaT/JeHHEe, KOTOpOE IPOM3BEJIM 3TH CJIOBA.
ConpoBoxjasiuye Hapuuy ¢peiiMHbl TPOMKO 3aroJIOCH/IM, a CTOSIBLLHE
y Bxoaa oduuepsl MobjeaAHeJ M KaK CMEPTb U IPUNOTOBWINCH
NogHMMaTh TpeBory. AqgbsloTaHT mnpobopmoran: «locnogu Boxe
MO !» — M MocMoTpes BOKPYT ce0s B CHJIbHOM BOJIHEHHH.

CoBceM MHaue TMpHHSJIA 3Ty CTpAalIHYK BecTb uapuua. Hu oauuH
MYCKYJl He APOTHyJ Ha ee Jvue. OHa JMIUb cJerka BbIMpSIMMWIAch, M
durypa ee, mnosHas Ccwibl M MyXeCcTBa, Oblla MpPEUCTIOJIHEHA
rybokoit Bepnl B MNpaBoTy ee paena. Maiig apoxana, B3upas C
MOUYTHUTEJIbHBIM CTPAXOM Ha 3TO MOMCTHHE peIKOe NMPUCYTCTBUE AyXa.

KuBkoM rosioBel Lapuua Imnojo3Basia OdHULEPOB M pPELIUTEJIBHO,
BJIACTHO C/ieJiaJla UM LIeJIbIf psjl pacriopsiXXeHHH.

— Haro BaM OJHY MMHYTY Ha MCITIOJIHEHHE BCENo MHOIO CKa3aHHOINo, —
3aKOHYMJIa OHA CBOIO peyb. — Bbl oTBeyaeTe MHe rosioBolo 3a mwboe
NMpoMeUIeEHHe WIHM yNyILIeHHe.

Ho o6a oduuepa He HyXgaImch, Kas3aiocb, B  3TOM
npegocrepexeHnd. C MOJTHUEHOCHOI OBICTPOTOI YCTPEMWINCh OHM BOH
M3 3asa.

— O, Bawe BesanuectBo! — nposienerasa B BocTopre Maiis.

[lapyua HarHysacb K TII4eJIKE M TIOCMOTpeJia Ha Hee CBOUM
KPOTKMM JIIOOSIIMM B3IJISIOM.

— Baarogapio Te6s, — cka3ana oHa. — KakoBa Obl HM Oblsia TBOS
BMHa, Thl HAc cracJja... A Ternepb CTynai M OTAOXHH, Moe AUTHA. Y
TeOd Tako# ycTaJblii BU, U Thl BCS APOXMLlb.

— 4 xorena 6b1 yMepeThb 3a Tebs, — mnpoiuenrtana Maiis.

— He oOecniokoiica 3a Hac, — orBetwna uapuua. — Cpeam
MHOXEeCTBa IYeJi, HaceJdI0LMX Hall ropofa, He HAMAeTCd HU OJHOM,
KOTOpas He oTAasa Obl CBOI XM3Hb 3a Osiaro cBOMX OJIM3KMX M 3a
Moe... Crniu CmokoMHoO.
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Ona HakJOHWIach Kk Maite, mouesioBana ee B J100 M, KHUBHYB
dpeiiinHaM, npukasaja UM Mo3ab0TUTBCS O MueJiKe.

ObeccuneHHas, HO cuacT/iMBas Maiig nMokopHo Aasa ceOs yBecTH.
Ei1 ka3zanoch, uTO OHa nepexuyia NMpeKpacHEMLIMA MHUT CBOEWH >XXH3HH.
Kak BO cHe ciablllasla OHa TpOMKHE CHrHajJbl M TyJ TOJIOCOB
NMPUABOPHBLIX U CAHOBHUKOB, TOJIMUBLUMXCH Y MOKOEB LAPHLbI; 3aTEM
A0 Hee AOHeCCs I1yXoi 3BOH, ObICTPO HAMNOJIHMBLLMIA BECb YJIEA.

— Conpgarel! Hawm conpatel! — npouienTtaau ee CyTHHULMDI.

Ilocneanee, uTo ycabiluana Mais B MaseHbKOW THXOH KaMOpKe,
rae ee yJOXHau ppeisiMHbl, Obl1 MEPHBIN TOMOT MPOXOAMBIUMX MHMO
Boiick. ['me-To gaseko 3Byuana Goapas KOMaHAa, U yXe CKBO3b COH
A0 CAyXa MYeJiIKH AOHECTHUCh CJIOBAa CTapoil 60eBOM MECHU MueJ:

Coanue, condue! Tol HaW nyThb
OcBeTH JyuaMH.

Ham napuuy coxpann!

Mup pga Gyaer ¢ HaMu!







bursa

B ysabe uapuiao HeoObIKkHOBeHHOe BO30yxaeHue. [axe B [HM
PEBOJIIOLIMM He ObLJIO TAKOro XyXXaHus M ryjaeHus. Bce muensi, or
NepBOM [0 [ocJeaHei, OblJIM OXBayeHbl BEJMKMM THEBOM M
MJIAMEHHBIM XeJIAaHWEM JaThb JOCTOMHBIA OTIIOpP CMEpPTEJIbHOMY Bpary.
Ho ux dpoctb He BHOCWMJIA B MX JeSATeJbHOCTb HU MaJierllero
3aMellIaTeNbCTBa MaM Oecriopsaka. Boiicka npuroToBuauce K 6010 C
Mopa3suTeJbHOM OBICTPOTOM, a Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO MHUHYT M OCTaJIbHbIE
obuTaTesM yJsbs yXe ObIM KaX[Ablii Ha CBoeM MmecTe. Bcsakmit 3Han,
rge OH MoXeT ObITh BCEro nosie3Hee, BCSAKMM SCHO CO3HaBasJ CBOA
JOJIT U 00S13aHHOCTH.

WU 310 OBLIO BrIOJIHE CBOEBpEMEHHO, MO0 OAMH 3a APYI'MM YyXe
BO3BpalllAJINCh TEPBbIE pPa3BEAUMKM C M3BECTMEM O MNPHOJIMXEHUH
HenpusTens. JoOpoBOJiblLibl, M3bSIBUBIIME TOTOBHOCTb IO IPU3BLIBY
Uapuvlbl ObITb INMEPBBIMM 3ALUMTHUKAMU TOPOJA, BBICTPOMWJIMCH TpPEMS
COMKHYTBIMU psiflaMHU y BXojaa B yJieH, IJle TOTYaC Xe BOABOPWUJIACH
rpoboBas TUILIMHA. Bce HanpsXeHHO Xaaau. TOJbKO B ThIYy apMHMM
C/AbIIIAUCh KOMaHAabl o¢duuepoB, ¢GOpPMUPOBABIIMX  pe3epBbHI.
CHapyXxu MoOmIO Obl IMOKa3aTbCHd, YTO YyJed CHUT MIyOOKHMM CHOM,
ecau Obl He Al0XHMHA PabOTHMIL, JTMXOPAAOYHO XJIONMOTABIUMX y BOPOT:
OHM NOJIYYWJIM NMPUKA3 3aJIEMUTh UX BOCKOM U CY3UTh, HACKOJIBKO 3TO
OblI0  BO3MOXHO. Yepe3 HECKOJbKO MTHOBEHMH, TOUYHO IO
BOLIEOCTBY, BBIPDOCIM [ABE TOJICTbIE CTE€HBI, /IS pa3pylLUeHHUs
KOTOpBIX JaXe€ CaMbiM CHJIbHBIM LIEPIIHIM ITOHAJ00MIOCh OBl
MOTPaTUTh HEMAJIO BPEMEHH.

Ilapuua 3aHs/J1a BHYTPM YJibd KOMaHJAHOE€ MECTO, OTKYyJa OHa
MOIJIa CJAeJUTb 32 XO4O0M OMTBBI.
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Bckope npuneren eme oaMH pa3Bequuk. OH cBainiacs B
M3HEMOXEHHMHU M, C TPYAOM NnepeBoAs AYX, NMPOU3HEC:

— 4 nocnenHui... Bce OCTaJIbHbIE YOUTHI...

— I'me ceituac mepmwHM? — CNOKOMHO CIpOCWIa ero uapuua.

— V¥ aun... — OTBeTHJ OH U BAPYT UCNTYTraHHO BOCKJIMKHYJI:

— Bot ouu, Bot! Cabilunrte?.. Bo3ayx APOXHUT MOA HAamopoM HX
MMFaHTCKMX KPblLIbEB...

Ho uuyero He ObuIO cabiiHO. OT yXaca eMy Ka3ajoch, 4TO €ro
BCe ellle npecjeaylorT.

— Ckoabko ux? — crTporo cnpocusia uapuua. — OrBeuait, Jaa
noruiue!

— 1 HacuMTasJ COpOK, — MpoOOPMOTa pa3BeauMK.

— Hu oauMH M3 HMX He BEpHETCS AOMOI XHUBBbIM, — TPOMKO M

TBEPAO OTYEKAaHWIa Lapuvua, XOTS €€ M OLUEeJIOMUJIa YMCJIEHHOCTb
BOICKA HemnpusTess.

Conpatel M oduuepbl, 19 KOTOPbIX 3TH CJOBa LAPHULIbI
npo3ByYyaJu  KakK  TMpeiackasaHue rubesm Bpara, BOCHPSHYJIH
AYXOM.

Yepes HecKOJbKO MIHOBEHMH B THUXOM YTpPeHHEM BO3ayxe
pa3gajioch CrepBa OTAajJeHHOoe, 3aTeM Bce 0oJsiee SIBCTBEHHOE
XyxxaHue. CBeT B JieTKe BAPYr IOMEPK, MU MHOIME OTYETJIMBO
paccablliaiM CTPALUHbI LIENMOT CaMbIX CBUPENbIX CPeAX HACEKOMBIX
rpabuteneit u yo6mit. JlMua oTBaXHBIX MNYesa cjerka nobaeaHenw,
CJIOBHO MX HEOXHJAHHO 03apuJl HeBeJoMbii cBeT. OHU IsaAes M APYyr
Ha JApyra Kak B MOCJeJHUI pa3 — He MNpoMaeT M MHUHYThI, Kak
MHOTME U3 HUX PACCTAHYTCS C XMU3HBIO.

N TyT C BBICOTBI MNpO3BydYas CHOKOMHBIA M YEeTKHUM roJoc
LlapMLbl:

— Ilycth pa300MHMKM NPOHUMKHYT B yJel oguH 3a apyruM. He
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ABUraiTeCcb C MeCTa A0 MOEro INnpuKasa, IocJie 4Yero rnepBble PpSabl,
OKOJIO COTHM OOMLIOB, YCTPEMSTCHd Ha Bpara, a TIOCJEJHHE ITPUKPOIOT
Bxoa. HdeitcTBys TakuM 00pa3oM, Mbl pa3apoOMM CWIbI HEIPULTEJS.
Bel, cpaxarluuecs Brepeayd ApPYrux, IMOMHHUTEe, 4YTO OT Ballei
CTOMKOCTM M OTBarm 3aBMCUT Osiaromosiyuyue rocyaapctsa. JKaurte
CIMIOKOMHO llepLIHENA: B IOJlyMpake OHM He 3aMeTsT, UYTO Mbl
MOATNOTOBJIEHBI, U CJIETNO I0JIe3yT B 3aMajHIo...

Ona Bapyr ymosxia... B Boporax mnokasasace roJjioBa mepBOro
pa30oiiHMKa — OYEeBMAHO, pa3BeJuuka. MeJIEeHHO M OuYeHb
OCTOPOXHO BOJWJI OH II0 CTOPOHaAM CBOMMM YyCaMH; €ro CTpallHble
YeJIIOCTH LIMPOKO PaCKpbIBAJIMCh M 3allle/IKUBAJIUCh; MOryudee, Kak y
THIPa, TeJO C CWIbHBIMM KPbUIbSMM THXO IPOABHUrajioCh BIIEpen.
[laHuMpp LIEpIIHS CBepKaJ B IOJIOCKAaX MajaBlIero Ha Hero CHapyXxwu
cBeTa.

IMTo psgaM mnuesn mnpobexasia OpOXb, HO HM OAJHA M3 HHMX He
MUKHYJIA.

Pa300iiHMK BEpHYJICS Ha3ajJ, M CJBIIIHO ObLJIO, Kak OH cooOuan
CBOMM:

— Vet ciut. Ho Bxog B Hero 3ajeslaH M HUIJE HET CTOPOXEM.
He 3Haio — xopouuit 370 NpU3HaK WIK JypHOH?

— Xopouuit! — KpPUKHYJI KTO-TO CHapyXyu. — Bnepen!

M B TO Xe MrHoBeHbe [Ba BeJIMKaHa YCTpeMUJHUChb B Bopota. Yepes
MHHYTY HMX OblJIO B yabe yXe BoceMb. llapuua coxpaHssa mnosiHoe
MOJIUaHHe. Y XX He OKaMeHeJsa JiM OHa oT yxaca? Heyxeinu mepiiHu
BCe ellle He OOHapyXWIM COJJaT, 3aTauBIUMXCS B TEHH, IO MPABYIO U
JIeByI0 CTOPOHY OT Bxopa?

W HakoHel| ¢ BBICOTBHI PO3BYyYaJsio:

— Bo umd npaBa U cnpaBelJIMBOCTH, BO UMS LapULbl, 3allMlaiTe
rocyaapctao!
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B Ty Xe CeKyHAy BO3AYyX HAIOJHHJICS HEBOOOpPa3MMBIM ILIYMOM M
SpoCTHbIMM  KpuKkamMu. Kazanocp, Becb yJaed  aApoxan  OT
HaMoOJIHMBLIEN0 €ro HeMCTOBOro XyXXaHud. Ha kaxgoro wmepuiHs
HaKaThIBAJIMCh, KakK OylIyOIIHe BOJIHBI, AeCATKHM conaaT-nyen. OauH
MOJIOJIOM MueJIMHBbIA odHUllep C TPYAOM AO0XJaJiCS NMpUKasa LapHLbl.
EMy xoresnoch BCTYnuTh B 00pb0Oy nepBbiM. OH ropes HeTepreHHeM
M NpM MEpBBIX CJOBaX KOMaHAbl pUHYy.icd B 6oit. OH Haman Ha
CTOSBIIENO BriepeaAu pa300ifHMKA M C CHWJIOK BOH3UJ CBOE XaJI0 EMY B
IIel0, B OTKPHITOE MECTO MEXAY TrOJIOBOK0 M TPYAHBIM KOJIBLIOM.
XpaOpeu yBuzes, Kak LepiieHb ¢ 0e3yMHBIM BOIIEM BeCb CKOPYMJICH
M MpeBpaTWJICA Ha MTHOBEHHe B OJIECTSILMIA YEPHO-XENTHIM 1Iap; HO
BCJie[ 32 TeM paHeHbI BBINMPSIMUJICS, U €ro CTpalllHOE XaJio, B CBOIO
oyepeab, BIWIOCh B cepjlle IOHOIO reposi, KOTOpbliA, YyMHpasi, UCue3,
KaK M CMepTeJbHO paHeHbli UM Bpar, B T'YCTOM ToJiNe 3alUTHUKOB
yJibsi. 3Ta BeJIMKOJIENIHass MYXeCTBEHHass CMEPTh BOOAYIlIeBHUIa BCEX,
Y MYeJibl YMHOXHWJIM CBOE YIOPHOE COINPOTHUBJIEHHE.

IllepmiHu — uckyuieHHoe B 0osgx pa30oifHMube MUieMsi: rpabex u
yOMIiCTBO [JaBHO YyXe CTaJM MX XECTOKMM pemecioMm. Ecau
HEOXHJAaHHBI OTIOP M BHEC HEKOe 3aMellaTe/IbCTBO B UX pSibl,
CYLECTBEHHOro yuuepba oH MM He npuuuHua. JXana nyen He
MOIVIM MpoOOMBaTh MaHLUMPHU BEJIMKAHOB, 2 OrPOMHBIH POCT M CHJa
LiepuiHed JaBaJd MM IPEUMMYILIECTBO, KOTOpPOE OHHM IpeKpacHO
codHaBasid. X pe3kue BOMHCTBEHHble KPHUKHM, HABOASIIME YyXAac Ha
BCSKOE XHBOE CYILIECTBO, 3amiyimiaaud OoeBoi Kiauy. muen. daxe
yesioBeK OOMTCS BCTPEUYM C HMMM M TIPEANOYMUTAET YXOAUTb C HX
MyTH, €CJIM OH He BOOPYXEH.

[TpobpaBiMecs BHYTpb yJbs IIEPIIHKM CKOPO COOOpa3swM, YTO OHM
AOJXHBI BO UTO Obl TO HHM CTaj0 JABMUraTbCd BIIEpe], MHaue OHHU
nperpaasT Bxog cBouM. W 6apaxTaBiuMecs Ky4M CLENMBIIMXCH
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MeXJy Cco00I0 IMPOTMBHMKOB OBICTPO KAaTHWJIMCh IO TEMHBIM XOAaM
nyeauHoro ropojga. Ho BbipaGoTaHHBIl LapUUed IUIaH OKa3aJcs
mMyapeiM. Kak TOJIbKO TpPOCTPAHCTBO y BOPOT OCBOOOAMJIOCH, €rO
TOTYAC X€ 3aHSAJM PSAbl BOMHOB, KOTOpbIE JOJIXKHBI ObUIM 3aILMILATh
JeTKy. JTo ObLI CTapblif, UCTIBITAHHBINH B 005X npueM. Kaxabiit pas,
KOrga B YyJied BpBIBAaJICS HOBbIM LUeplIeHb, I4YeJbl, HPHUTBO-
PUBLIMCh HM3MYYEHHBIMM CpaXeHHEM, He MellajJu eMy Je3Th
Bepea; Korga Xe OH yrayosasiacd, mo3aguM Hero ObICTPO
BBICTPaMBaJiach ellle OJHA LIepeHra CoOJAAaT M, OKPYXHB Bpara co
BCEX CTOPOH, OfI0JIeBaJia €ro.

BoeBble KpHMKHM AaBHO yXe€ MELIAJUChb CO CTOHAMH YMHPABLIUX OT
paH OoioB. CrpalliHble Xajia LIeplIHei OYKBaJIbHO OMYCTOLIAIH
BOICKO IYeJi, OCTaBjassg Mo3aau ceOs MHOXecTBO yOuThiX. 3axsa-
YeHHbI€ BPACIUIOX WIEPILIHM MOHSAJIM, YTO CIIACEHUS UM HET M HU OJUH
M3 HUX yXe He BBIPBETCd M3 YJbd — M OHM OWINCh C OTYasHHOM
xpabpocteio. Ha cropoHe muesn Obulo ele OAHO O0J1aronpuMsTHOE
00CTOSTENBCTBO: ecaM (u3nueckas MOILb BeJUKAHOB Obljia He-
¥cueprnaeMa, TO SJOBMUTOE AEHCTBHE HX XaJ OBICTPO MCCAKAIO, M
YKOJIbI MX CTAaHOBMJIUCb BCE MEHEe OMAacCHBIMK. PaHeHble Muesibl yXe
3HaJIM, YTO OHM HE TMOTMOHYT M MONpaBATCI, U CO3HAHHE ITOrO
BMECTE C XaXJ0i MECTH 3a MaBLIMX cecTep U OpaTheB YMHOXAJIO MX
MY XeCTBO.

IMocreneHHo wyM OWTBBI Hayan CTUXaTb. [pOMKHE KPHKH
LIEPIUHEH, OCTaBIIMXCSA NEPeN YJAbEM, YXE HE HaXOAWIM OTKIMKA Y
MX MPOHMKIIMX B IMYEJHHBIA rOpPOJ TOBAPHUILEH.

— Onyn norubam, — mneyasbHO CKasaj aTaMaH pa300MHHKOB M
npukasaa Tpyburs orboit. Hanajgasiuine, ocTaBuB MOJOBUHY CBOMX
COJIIaT, OTCTYNMWIH, TMpecJeAyeMble TPO3HBIM  XYXXaHHUEM
nyeJ.
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— Tyt Taurcs nameHa! — BOCKJIMKHYJI HayaJlbHHUK LIEpIIHEH. —
IMuenbl ObLIM, MO-BUAMMOMY, NPEAYNPEXAEHHI.

Hanapasmme cobpaimnce Ha enke. Hauumnano ceerath. YTpeHHss
3aps yXe 30/0THJa Bepxywku jun. Ciablmanoch 60apoe 4MpHKaHbe
ntul. Poca onagana c gepeBbes.

Hpoxa u OsiegHess OT SPOCTH, CTOS/IM pa30OMHHMKH BOKpPYT CBOErO
NpeABOAUTENIS, KOTOPHIM 0OOposics C JABYyMS UYYyBCTBaMHM:. AaTh JIH
BOJII0O CBOEM CTpacTM K rpabexy WIM YCTYNUTh TOJIOCY
os1aropazymus?

IToussB, HaKOHEll, YTO BCEMY €ro OTpsAy [rpo3uT OoJibluas
OINacHOCTb, OH pEIlUWJI, NTOJaBUB YS3BJIEHHOE CaMoJilo0Me, MocjaTh K
nuejaM IMapJaMeHTepa [JIS IIeperoBopoB 00 0CBOOOXIEHUH
OCTABIIMXCS B yJibe ILIEPILIHEN.

Bei6op mas Ha ymHeiimero u3 ero odpuuepoB. OH OKJIMKHYJI €ro Mo
MMEHHM, HO OTBETOM OBbUIO TI/1y0OKOE MOJIYaHME: TOT, Ha KOro OH
PacCUMTBIBAJI, HAXOAWICS B pyKax Bparos.

Torma Hacrex OH BbIOpas APYroro M BeJieJl €My OTIIPaBJSThCH B
yJei, OTKY/Ja AOHOCHJIMCh T'yJl U KPMKH OylueBaBILIMX ITYe.

— Toponuce, — ckasajn KOMaHOUP BECTHMKY MHpa, IojaBas eMy
Oesiblii  XXAaCMMHHBINM JiernecTok. — ECJAM NpuUAyT 0O — Mbl
nornbsm. Ckaxu myesaM, 4YTO Mbl yijgeM M o0ellaeM MM BEYHBIN
MHp, €CJIA OHM BBIMYCTST IJIEHHBIX.

[lapnaMeHTep mocrnelwt Bnepesa U, MIoMaxaB Mepea BXOAOM B yJei
JIETIeCTKOM, OMYCTHUJICS Ha JIETKY.

Ilapuue [0JOXWIM, UYTO SBWICH II0CON s mneperoBopoB. OnHa
BbICJIaJla K HEMY CBOMX aabloTaHTOB. Korma eil cooOliMIM YCJIOBHS
BparoB, OHa NMpHKa3aja nepejaTbh UM CJeaYyIOLIUA OTBET:

«Mbl corslacHbl BBIJATh BaM BallMX YOUTBIX BOMHOB, €CJIM B
xoTture 3a0paTh MX C coboio. PaHeHBIX M IUIEHHBIX Y Hac HeT. Bce
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BalllM COJIJAThl, NMPOHMKILIME B yJei, nepeOuthl. Bamemy obemanuio
XpaHUTb BEYHO MMP Mbl He BepuM. MoXxeTe CHOBa HamajaThb, Koraa
BaM OyjeT yrogHo: Mbl BCerja BCTPETMM BaCc TaK Xe€, KaK M CErofiHs.
A ecsM TOTOBBI TIPOJOJIXATh HaMajJeHUe, — MOXAaJYICTa, Mbl TIPUMEM
JanbHenwuit 6o...»

IMpensoaurenn iepliHed mMnoOseqHes, KOraa €My IMepefajd 3TH
cioBa. OH cXanl KyJaKMd M OXOTHO MCNOJHMA Obl XeJiaHWe CBOMX
BOMHOB, I'PDOMKO TpeOOBaBIIMX MECTH, HO elle pa3 OJsaropasymue
olepXxaJio Bepx.

— Mmu eme BepHeMcs cioaa! — mpockpexeTtan oH 3ybamu. — Ho
KaKk MOIJVIO BCe TaK CJyuYuTbCcs? Pa3Be Mbl He CUbHee, pa3Be Mbl He
moryiectBeHHee nmuea? o cMx mop cyacTbe Bcerjga ObUIO Ha Haluein
cTopoHe... Kak rmocJjie Takoro CTpalIHOrO TOpPaXeHUsl SBUTbCS K
uapuue? B ueM TyT gesno? — SpocTHO MOBTOpS/1 OH. — TyT MoXeT
OBITh TOJIbKO U3MEHA.

Crapbiit LIeplIeHb, OAMH M3 COBETHUKOB LIapHLibl, 3aMETHII.

— MpubI npaBga MoryuiecTBeHHee IMues, HO OHM CHUJIbHEe Hac CBOMM
eMHOAYIIIMEM M TNPpPEJaHHOCTbIO 00leMy aeny. JTo — BeJaMKas U
HecokpyluuMasd cwia. Hu oaHa M3 HHMX He H3MEHHUT CBOEMY
Hapoay, M Kaxjas M3 HHUX roToBa OTAATb 3a HEro MOCJEIHIO
KarJilo CBOEN KPOBH. _

Ho npeasoauTens He 00paTiW1 BHUMAaHMS Ha €ro CJOBa.

— JlagHo! MBI cBoe Bo3bMeM! — mpoBopyYas OH C Yrpo3oi.

ITocsie MUHYTHOrO pasMbIlLJIEHUS OH MPOJOJIXAJI:

— S pa30oitHMK, M XO4Yy YyMepeTb [JOCTOMHOM pa300MHHKaA
cmeptbio. Ho B0300HOBUTB ceiyac cpaxeHue ObIo Obl Ge3yMueM.
Y10 nosib3bl, €C/iM Mbl Pa3pyLUMM YJIEl M BCe MpU 3TOM Morubuem?
Crynait wu norpelOyit BbigauM MepTBbIX! — KPUKHYJ OH
napjameHtTepy. — Mbl yxoaum.
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Becb ero orpsa XxpaHusa rpo0oBoe MoOJYaHHME, KOrAa IMOCOJ CHOBa
MoJieTeJ K YyJIbIO.

— Mpbl Jo/XHBI OBITh T'OTOBBI K HOBOMY KOBapCTBY, — CKasaja
LapMLa MueJsi, KOraa eil JOJOXWIH, YTO LIEPIIHH XOTSAT 3a0paTh CBOMX
youTBIX TOBapHilei. — Bnpouem, § AyMar, YTO BOMHCTBEHHBIH MbLI
3THX O0AHAMTOB HECKOJIBKO OXJIafIeJ.

OHa mnpukasaja coJjijlaTaM BBICTPOMTbCS B JBa psifa y BXxoja, a
paboTHMIIAM, HOCWIBLIMLAM W THUIOBOMY OTpSAy — 3aHSATbCH
OYMCTKOM ropoja OT TPYIOB.

YOBITBIX HayaJd CHOCHMTb B KYyYM, OTTackMBass B CTOPOHY TeJja
pa300ifHMKOB, KOTOpbi€ BOJIOKJIM 3aT€M K BOpOTaM M BbIOpachiBaJu
BOH M3 yjabsi. Mosiya, C yrpiOMbIMH JIMLAMM, CJEAWIM LUEPIIHU C
eJKM 3a TajaBIIMMM Ha 3eMJIl0 TpPyNaMHM HX TOBapHILe.
BocxoauBiee cosHLE 03apwjo 3Ty AylUepasavparollyl0 KapTHHY.
Ckopo aBaguaTh ABa MaBLIMX I'epOMCKON CMEPTbIO ILUEPILIHS JieXaJu
y NMOJHOXMUS CraceHHoro ropoga. HempusTenb He mMosydwn HHU Karuiu
MeJa, HYM OJHOIO IJIEHHHUKaA.

HanmapaBiine mogxBaTwin cBoMX MepTBbIX U yJereau. CpaxeHue
KoHumnnock. [Tuessl ogepxanu mobeny.

Ho xakux xeptB 310 uMm ctowio! IloBciogy Baasauch Tesna
NoruOIIMX: B MPOXOAax, NMepea KJaAOBbBIMH, Mepel AeTCKHUMH...

[MeyasbHas pabora 3akumnesa B yJbe B 3TO MPEKPACHOE JIETHEE YTPO.
Hano 6bu10 BBIOpOCHTBH TpYIibl, MEPEBS3aTh PaHEHBIX M YXaXHBaTh 3a
HUMHU. K nmonyaHio mueJMHBIA ropoa yXxe XWi HOPMaJIbHON XHU3HbIO —
ero Hapoj He Mor cebe MO3BOJIMTh HU TMpa3AHOBATb CBOIO Modeay, HH
poaro oruiakuBath moruOmmx. Kaxpgas mnuesa, riyboko 3aTtauB B
Aylle M TOpAOCTb, M TroOpe, TMPHHSAJIACh 33 WCIOJHEHHE CBOMX
MOBCEAHEBHBIX 00s13aHHOCTEN.

Y auBHUTE/IbHBII HApOA 3TH MYeJibl!
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ITogpyra uapwuibl

Maneubkas Maiis npocHysach B caMbiii pasrap OutsBei. OHa
MOMEHTAJILHO BCKOYWIA M XOTeJa OblIO 0exaTb, UTOOBI TPHHSATH
ydyacTve B 3allMTe ropoja, HO MOYyBCTBOBaJd, YTO CHJIbI OCTaBJISIOT
€e M YTO B TAKOM COCTOSSHMM OHA NMPUHECET MaJIO MOJIb3bl.

HeoxupaHHo coBceM OJM3KO OT Hee TMoOKasajach rIpymnna
cpaxaBlIMxcsd. MoJsiogoit CHIBHBIA LIeplIeHb, BepPOSTHO oduuep,
yIoOpHO OTOMBAJICY OT HaceAaBIIMX Ha Hero mnueja. MeasieHHO
KaTWICH Brepel kIy0OK XHBBIX TECHO CIUIETABIIMXCH MEXAY C000I0
TeJ, U1 Maiis ¢ yxacom cieauna, Kak OgHa 3a JpYyror OTAEJSJIUCh OT
HEro TsXeJio paHeHHble mnuesabl. Ho M BesMkaHy uIeplIHIO TOXe
Ob10o Heserko. Ha ero pykax, Horax M jgaxe Ha YCHMKax BHCEJH
rpo3bsIMHU COJIAATHI, PELIMBILIME CKOpee yMepeTb, Ye€M BBIMMYCTHTH
Bpara.

BoT yXe HeckoJIbKO MUYeJMHBIX XaJ BOH3WIUCh MeXAy NMaHLMpeM U
rPYAHBIM KOJIBLIOM B 1€l pa30oitHuka. Maiia yBuiaesna, Kak OH
O0EeCCWIbHO ONMYCTWICS Ha 3€eMJII0 M MOJIYa, HE M3aB HHM €JUHOr0
CTOHA M HHU OAHOM XasoObl, yMEP CMEPTbIO XpalphiX, cpaxasjcd 10
nocaeaHer MUHYTbl. OH He MpPOCWI MoOIAAbl MU HE TMPOPOHHUJI HH
OJHOro OpaHHOIO CJIOBA.

[IokOHYUMB C 3ITHUM lLIepLIHEeM, MYeJbl CHOBA YCTPEMUJIHCh K
BOpOTaM yJbs M ONATb OpocHJIMCh B 00i. Maiig mocnenoBana 3a HUMHU
U C 3aMHMpaHHMeM cepala ciaeawia 3a cpaxeHueM. Bapyr oHa 3ameruia
YyMHpaBILIEr0 OT paH LIepIIHS M MeQJIeHHO mnogounia K HeMy. OH
JieXas CKOpYMBIIMCh, 0e3 [ABMXEHHsS, HO ewe Abiman. Iluenka
HAacuMTajJla Ha HEeM [0 [BaALATH YKOJIOB, OOJIBLIMHCTBO ObLIM
HaHeCeHbl cCrnepegd, M €ero 30JI0TOM MNAaHUMPb OCTAaJICS HeBpeaHUM.
Korga Maiis yBupaesa, 4yTo Bpar euie ABIIMT, OHA Modexasa 3a BOAOM
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U MeaoM. Ho ymuparwmuit nokayasna rojioBOl0 M OTCTPaHWUJ PYKOIO
MULLY Y TTUThbE.

— Bce, uTO MHe HYXHO, — C TrOpAOCTbIO IIPOrOBOPHUJ OH
ciabelnM rojocoM, — s A00biBal0 caM. B mogaukax He HyXja-
I0Ch...

— Ho g nymana, 4yto BBl cTpajaeTe OT XaXxAbl! — BOCKJMKHYJa
Maiis.

Mosionoit cospgat yabIOHYJCS M CEpbe3HO, C 4YyTh 3aMETHO
neyasblo, cKasa:

— He Bce iim paBHO? Beapb 9 A0/1XeH yMepeTh.

Manenbkas Maiia HMYero He HalLIaCb OTBETUTb. 10JIBKO Temnepb
OHA NMOYYBCTBOBaJia, YTO Takoe cMepTb. TOJIbKO Tenepb, KOrga Bo3je
Hee yYMHMpaJii, cMepThb OblJIa ropa3jo NoHsATHee, YeM KOr[a OHa XJaja
ee B CeTdx nayka.

— O, ecnmm Obl 9 Morna yYTo-HMOyAb AJMd Bac caenath! —
NMpoM3HecJa OHa U paclliakaach.

Panensblit Mosiyan. Eule pas oH OTKpbLI I1a3a, ry00KO B3JOXHYJI
M YCIIOKOWJICS HaBEKM.

Yepe3s mnonyaca BMecTe C JpyrMMM IaBLIMMHM TOBapHILIAMH €ro
BbIOpocIM 3a ropoackue Bopota. Ho B aywe Maitn riy6oko
3areyarJ/ieJjoCb BCeé TO, UYTO OHAa IMepexusia BoO3Jie YMHpaBLIEro
LLIEePILIHS.

OHa mnoHssa, YTO BparM — TaKHWe Xe XMUBble CO3JAaHMs, KaK OHa,
UTO M OHM JIIOOAT XW3Hb, KakK JIIOOST €e IYesibl, UYTO THXEJO
yMHpaTh B oaMHOYecTBe M Oe3 momoid. OHa BcromMHMAa 00 3nbde,
KOTOpBII BOCKpecaJ IpH KaXJOM TNpoOYXJAEHHH TNpPUpPOAbI, U e
CTPaCTHO 3aXO0TeJIOCh Y3HaTb, BO3BPALAlOTCH JIM CHOBA K XM3HHM H
Jpyrue yMuparouye CyuiecTBa.

— S xouy BepuTb, UTO 3TO TaK, — THXO Nporosopuaa Maiis.
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Ee pa3smblilllsieHUss ObUIM TIpEPBaHbl KypPbEPOM, COOOILMBILIMM, YTO
uapuia Tpedyer ee k cebe.

Iluenka Bomw1a B 3a71 M YyBHUJEJa MOHAPXHUHIO, OKPYXEHHYIO
MHOTrOYMCJIEHHOW CBUTOM. Y Maiin 3agpoxasi HOrM, ¥ OHa OMycCTWia
rjlaza, He CMesl MX TMOAHATb B TNPUCYTCTBUM TOCYJAPbIHU M CTOJIbKMX
3HaTHBIX 0c00. Cpemy okpyXaBumx Lapully OQHULEPOB yXe He ObLIO
MHOTMX f00JECTHBIX BOMHOB, M TIOTOMY OOLIEE HACTPOEHHE ObLIO
cepbe3HOe U TOpXeCcTBeHHoe. Ha Bcex siMuax Jjiexasa neyaTb 3aTaeHHOWM
IPYCTH, HO B30pbl CBETWINCh PAJIOCTHBIM CO3HAHWEM OfIEPXKAHHOM MOOE/bI
M HOBOM CJIaBBHI.

Ilapuua noaHssnach HaBcTpeuy Maite M 3akilouuMia ee B CBOMU
00BbATHS.

Jtoro nmnuesika coBeplieHHO He oxugana. Cepaue ee
MepernoJHWIOCh TaKMM CYacTbeM, UYTO OHa pa3pbiganacb. Ilo pspgam
NPUCYTCTBYIOIIMX TMpobexasa Apoxb. Bce OHM pasaenssiv 4yyBCTBa
Maiin u ObLIM eit y0oKo 61arogapHsl 3a CrlaceHMe rocyAapcTBa.

Maiig ponxHa Oblia pacckasaTh BCE, UTO C HEM MPOM3OLLIO 34
BpeMsl ee OTCYTCTBHUSI U3 YyJbi. BceM MHTEpeCHO ObLIIO Y3HATh, KAKUM
obpasoM yjgajoch e€i TPOHMKHYTh B IUIaHbl LIEPIIHEH, Kak
YXUTPWIach OHa 0eXaTh M3 TOro CTPAIIHOrO IUIEHA, TAE A0 TeX IOop
nornbayin BCe MOMajaBlIME B HErO IMYEJIbI.

Maiis nogpoOHO mnoBeaana coOpaHuio Bce, 4To mnepexwia. OHa
paccka3sana o llInyke, o Ky3Heuuke, o nayke, o Ilyxe, 00 okazaHHOI
eir Kyprom nomoum u o MHorom apyrom. Korga oHa rosopuia 00
anbdax U JOASX, B 3aJle BOABOPWIACh Takas THUIIMHA, YTO CKBO3b
CTEHbI OBLIO CJBILIHO, KaK pabOTHMIIBI JIEMTUJIU CHAPYXH BOCK.

— Ax! — BockimkHysa uapuua. — KTo Mor Obl MOBEpUTb, YTO
a1bdbl Takue Muibie!

MU onHa yapiOHyJach KpPOTKOM M TeYaJabHOM YJBIOKOM, Kak
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yabibalOTCS JIIOAM, KOrJa AYMAalwT O IPeKpPacHOM M CTpeMATCs K
HEMY.

M Bcg cBMTa OTBETH/IA LIAPHMLE TAKOK X€ YJIBIOKOIA.

— Kak nen snbdp? — nepecnpocuna uapuua. — IloBTopw,
noxanyicra. Mbl JOJIXXHBI 3a[IOMHUTDb 3Ty MECHIO.

N Manenbkas Maiis nmoBTopiwia neceHky sjbda:

Benb nyma Mos — abixaHbe
Mupa BeyHOM KpacoThl.
OuBHbl Boxuu uepTsi!
JIuBHO xaxpaoe co3gaHbe!

Heckonbko MMHYT B 3asie uapwio riybokoe Monuanue. ToabKo B
MocCJeAHUX  psSAax  pas3jaBajJiuCb  caepXaHHble  B3J0XU. Tam
BCIIOMMHAJIM, BEPOSTHO, O MOTMOLINX APY3bsIX M POAHBIX...

Maiis npopgonxana cBoi pacckad. Korma onHa 3aroBopuia o
LIepLIHSAX, BCe CJIOBHO olemneHeau oT cTrpaxa. Kaxablii nmpeactaBisi
ceOs Ha ee MecTe.

— Kakoit yxac! — BockJIMKHYJ1a uapuua.

B oaMH rosoc npuaBOpHbie MOBTOPUJIM 3a HEIO:

— Kakoin yxac!

— U BoT Tenepb s BepHyJIaCh HaKOHeLl JOMOW, — 3akoHuwWia Maiid
CBO€ MOBEeCTBOBAHME, — Y YMOJISIIO MIPOCTUTh MeHsi!

Boxe wmoit! Jla passe MOXHO ObLIO NMPU TakKMX OOCTOSTENbCTBAX
CTaBUTb eil B BUHY OercTBo M3 yabs! Ilapuua mosoxmusa cBo pyKy
Ha rieyo Maiin n 6,1arocKJIOHHO MpOM3Hec/Ia:

— Tbl He 3a0bu1a CBOIO POOVHY M CBOM HAapoA M COXpaHWJIA MM
BEPHOCTb Ha uyxOuHe. Mbl oTruiatum TeM xe. Thl Oyaemb MouM
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APYTOM M CTaHElIb [OMOraTh MHE B YIpAaBJIE€HHMM TOCyAapcTBoM. Sl
AYyMalo, YTO TBOI OMNBIT M MNpPUOOPETEHHBbIE TOOOK 3HAHHUS MOTYT
MOoCAYyXHUTb Ha 6s1aro poamHe.

3TO0 peleHne HAapUUbl ObIJIO BCTPEYEHO BCEOOILIMM JIMKOBAHHUEM.

Tak KOHUMJIMCh NMPUKIIIOUEHHUS MYeJKU Maiin.

ToBopsiT, 4TO €e [jaJbHeiluas JeATEJbHOCTb IIPUHEC]A MHOIO
no0pa M 1noJib3bl €€ POJAHOI CTpaHe, YTO OHAa I0JIb30BaJIach JIIOOOBbBIO
M yBaXeHHeM cBoero Hapoaa. MHorma, B TMXUiII BeuepHHUil yac, Mais
Jio0una npobupaTbCcs B KaMOpKY, IZi€ JOXHMBajJa CBOM BEK cTapas
Kaccangpa. TaMm, cob6paB BOKpyr ce0d MOJOAbIX TYeJ, OHa
pacckasbiBajia UM MCTOPHMIO, KOTOPYIO Bbl TOJIbKO 4TO NPOYMTAJIM.
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